
Around 200 communi-
ty leaders from different 
states of Australia will take 
part in the 13th national 
Conference of the Filipino 
Communities Council of 
Australia Inc. (FILCCA), 
the national umbrella body 
of Filipino community or-
ganisations in Australia. 
The conference will be held 
on 24-26 october 2014 at 
novotel Hotel, Parramatta, 
Western Sydney. 

“The national conference 
happens bi-ennially, which 
is the only opportunity for 
Filipinos across Australia to 
come together to discuss is-
sues of concerns. There are 
a number of special guests 
from across the mainstream 
and political arena of both 
the Australian and Filipino 
political community. This 
will be a great opportunity 
for Filipinos to keep abreast 
of the current political and 

economic issues,” Aida Gar-
cia, FILCCA President, told 
The Philippine Times. 

The conference will focus 
on five main topics: “Innova-
tion, Ideas and International 
opportunities”, “Filipino 
Women: Leadership, Influ-
ence and Inspiration”, “di-
saster - Management and 
response: role of overseas 
Filipinos”, “An Ageing Fili-
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It is indeed a celebration when a prolific writer like Manny G. Asuncion launches a book  titled  “Seasons: An Anthology of Filipino-Australian Plays Down Under”. 
The book launching coincides with the celebration of his 70th fruitful life in academe, literary scene and community work. Manny is shown here with Nanay 
Cita Esmaquel (right) and daughters, Angelica and Thelma during the book signing. (Photo by Rolly Ferrer. See Story and more photoS on page 24.)

The fullness of 
Manny’s four seasons
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Are you a registered nurse in your country? 

Do you have an AHPRA letter to enroll in the bridging program? 

Then ETEA is the college for you. 

ETEA will assist you to complete the IRON program  
(If you have IELTS of 7 in all bands or OET B in all bands) 
All students will be eligible for 
SPONSORSHIP, TRAINEESHIP OR CONTINUED STUDIES 
ETEA Students no longer need to return home. 
Many employers from hospitals, agencies, nursing homes are recruiting 
ETEA students. So Hurry up and GRAB the offer from ETEA and be 
employed. 
We have intakes every month for IRON program for 2014. 

Don’t miss the opportunity.
For more information, E-mail Lakshmi at lakshmii@etea.edu.au.

Initial - Registration Course for 
Overseas Registered Nurses IRON 
– 1349 already graduated with us
Enrol NOW At a special price!

Education Training & Employment 
Australia Pty Ltd

REGISTRATION  
OF INTEREST

Initial Registration Course 
for Overseas Nurses

Please submit your registration of interest to our  
Student Support Officer Lakshmi on (03) 9450 0558  
or email lakshmii@etea.edu.au 

CRICOS Provider Code 02925E National Provider Code 5089

Education Training & 
Employment Australia 

Pty Ltd

Programs mid September 2014 in:
  New South Wales 
  South Australia 
  Western Australia
  Victoria

For A multicultural and 
vibrant city like Melbourne, 
it is not difficult to be treated 
with events that reflect di-
versity. Held at St. Berna-
dette’s Community recep-
tion in Sunshine north last 
30 August 2014, the first 

ever AECC Global Halo-halo 
festival, a musical theatre 
event, was staged with a host 
of talented performers from 
different backgrounds.

Incoming Phi l ippine 
Honorary Consul for Victo-
ria Felix Pintado officially 
opened the musical event by 
acknowledging the comple-
mentary role of the musical 
in celebrating diversity in 
Melbourne.

The musical event was 
divided in four acts with 
performances from solo art-
ists and choral groups. The 
first act highlighted patriotic 
Filipino songs performed 
by Harmonico Filipino, Kit 
Tamani and Connect City 
Church Choir. A Broad-
way themed act followed, 
showcasing performances 
of Czarina Lapus and Caine 
White (Sun and Moon from 
Miss Saigon) and Zabrina 

Araya (Circle of Life from 
Lion King). Their renditions 
were spiced up by interpre-
tative dances of Susan and 
Joe Caruana (Sun and Moon) 
and dominic Steele (Circle 
of Life).

Filling the third act with 
entertaining numbers were 
a Cha Cha groove from sev-
eral pairs of dancers and an 
enchanting performance 
with a violin from Mr. Shen. 
Impressive rhythms and 
melodies thrilled the audi-
ence as the fourth act began. 
BJ Trillado, who reached 
the boot camp in the 2013 
X-Factor Australia, played 
the guitar and sang “Give 
Love a Try”. Kid wonder CJ 
belted out with a song “Let 
it Go”. Justin Vazquez, who 
also reached the boot camp 
in the 2014 X-Factor Aus-
tralia, serenaded everyone 
with his guitar and voice 

with the song “Somebody to 
Love”. Lastly, Mary Ann Van 
der Horst, also a boot camp 
finalist of 2014 X-Factor 
Australia, sang her powerful 
rendition of “Titanium” and 
Gabriella Louise Martinez 
entertained the audience 
with her juggling act.

Before capping off the 
festival, George Gregorio of 
Sandok Production thanked 
everyone who made the  fes-
tival a success. In his closing 
remarks, he emphasized, 
“Halo-halo festival is not a 
festival of Halo-halo. It is a 
festival in which we focus 
on talents and we try to en-
rich multicultural talents.” 
Mr. Gregorio’s remarks was 
followed by an all-star cast 
performance.

one of the fastest rising 
Pinoy bands in Melbourne, 
our Tribe Band, also played 
in the festival with hit songs 

such as Hard to handle, Elisi, 
Hinahanap-hanap kita, Yu-
gyugan na, and a lot more.

The Halo-Halo festival 
is made possible through 
Sandok Production, AECC 
Global, Philippine Tours, 
The Philippine Times, West-

ern union, Clazzy Events, 
and Liz Honey.

other members of Sandok 
are Chito Javier, Susan ro-
driguez and Tess Gregorio. 
(Photos by Edwin Tuazon, 
Irma Modesto and Jen Az-
zopardi).

Earvin Charles B. Cabalquinto

Halo-halo Festival celebrates Melbourne’s diversity

Incoming Philippine 
Consul of Victoria Felix 
Pintado

Connect City Church Choir

Susan and Joe CaruanaDominic Steele dances Circle of LifeKit Tamani sings “Babalik Ka Rin”
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Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne 

The biggest ever investment  
to transform roads and  
public transport

Melbourne Rail Link, including a rail line to 
Melbourne Airport, separating our busiest lines  
to improve reliability, relieve congestion and move  
an extra 35,000 people per hour across the network.

940 Protective Services Officers across the 
network, patrolling the metropolitan network  
and regional stations, making travelling on  
public transport safer.

Public transport will be more affordable from 
1 January 2015 with free tram travel in Melbourne’s 
CBD and Docklands and fares capped across the 
entire metropolitan network. This means commuters 
will be able to travel in Zones 1 and 2 for the price  
of a Zone 1 fare.

26 level crossing removals and grade separations 
with planning for 14 more to reduce delays and 
make trains and roads safer.

East West Link, creating a second river crossing, 
reducing congestion on the West Gate and Eastern 
Freeway and removing trucks from local roads.

CityLink Tulla Widening, creating extra lanes to 
reduce congestion and improve travel times along  
one of Victoria’s busiest freeways.

Cranbourne Pakenham Rail Corridor Project, 
boosting capacity 30 per cent and improving  
reliability on one of Melbourne’s busiest and 
overcrowded rail corridors. 

To find out more about these projects and hundreds 
more currently underway across Victoria, visit  
www.movingvictoria.vic.gov.au.

These fully funded key projects are supported by a raft of 
transport initiatives across the state and will transform the  
way we travel by making it quicker, safer and more affordable. 

Melbourne Rail Link

Cranbourne Pakenham Rail Corridor ProjectEast West Link

More affordable public transport

CityLink Tulla Widening

Protective Services Officers
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THE ALS Ice Bucket Chal-
lenge has taken the world 
by storm. In a very short 
time, the ALS Association 
has raised more than a $100 
million and has attracted a 
multitude of famous people 
like Microsoft’s Bill Gates. 
Australia, on the other 
hand, has already contrib-
uted over $800,000 for the 
motor neurone disease and 
research. The challenge 
raised awareness about the 
Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis (ALS) or Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, a progressive neu-
rodegenerative disease that 
affects nerve cells in the 
brain and the spinal cord.

This challenge has very 
simple mechanics: pour a 
bucket of very cold iced 
water over your head and 
donate whatever amount or 
give $100 and forget about 
the challenge. If a person 
decides to do the former, 
he or she has the option 
to nominate at least three 

people who then have 24 
hours to fulfil it, including 
nominating others -- a “pass 
it on” game with a more 
social-driven cause. 

Although the concept of 
the challenge is not entirely 
new—as early as 2013 many 
had already participated in 
cold water challenge for 
other causes like cancer 
research—this most recent 
one still ends up being suc-
cessful for many reasons. 

For one, the process is 
simple. In less than 30 sec-
onds, you can already meet 
the requirements and/or do-
nate. Second, whether you 
like it or not, it’s actually 
a fun thing to do by your 
lonesome or with the entire 
community. Third, it works 
on behalf of a good cause. 

The challenge therefore 
has changed the way we do 
charity. It gets more people 
to do a specific action, 
whether to raise awareness 
or contribute to a goal. It 

helps organisations and 
individuals usually cash-
strapped to meet objectives 
and increase funds the 
quickest way possible. 
Moreover, it touches on 
two very critical things 
that matter to many to-
day: the potential to be-
come viral and emotions. In 
fact, it’s so effective others 
are following suit. The sand 
and rubble bucket chal-
lenges are already gaining 
ground in support of Gaza.

This then makes us think: 
perhaps the Filipinos in 
Australia can do a similar 
simple challenge (or even 
the exact challenge) for a 
cause that hits closer to 
home, like giving more for 
Yolanda victims. 

For some, this kind of 
campaign is slacktivism. 
However, when it comes 
to social support, nothing 
is ever considered small. 
We can do the same for our 
community causes. 

 The Philippine Times
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editorial

VICTorIAn EduCATIon providers from 
universities, vocational and educational 
training and English language training 
institutions, as well as students from 
more than ten countries have been 
announced recently as finalists 
for the prestigious Victorian 
International Education Awards 
2014 by the Minister for Em-
ployment and Trade Louise 
Asher. 

now on its second year, the 
annual Education Awards recog-

nise and celebrate leaders in Victoria’s 
international education sector and the 

outstanding achievements of both institu-
tions and international students ben-

efiting from Victoria’s world-class 
education services. 

The Awards acknowledge 17 
education provider finalists, 
including businesses and not-for-
profit organisations across eight 
categories, which have delivered 
outstanding services and pro-

grams for international students. 
Ms Asher said the 2014 finalists 

exhibit leading practice in delivering 
high quality education to diverse cul-

tural groups, global research engagement, 
international student support, careers and 
employability services and global student 
mobility. 

“our state attracts around 140,000 in-
ternational student enrolments each year, 
and the Awards showcase the unique, 
valuable and diverse contribution made 
by international education to the Victorian 
community.” 

International education is now Victoria’s 
single largest export industry, contributing 
almost $4.5 billion to the state’s economy 
and providing around 30,000 jobs in 2013. 

Winners of the individual student awards 
will receive scholarships of up to $10,000 
for study related expenses at a Victorian 
educational institution. 

For more information visit http://awards.
studymelbourne.vic.gov.au. 

Victorian Int’l Education Awards 
finalists announced

The Ice Bucket 
Challenge 
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fetchtv.com.au/packages
Prices for Fetch TV are set by the Internet service providers (ISP’s) and retailers that deliver it to users. See the ISP’s websites for 
terms and conditions, details of pricing and minimum total costs.

What you need

Your TV Broadband 
(internet)

TV Aerial 
(for free-to-air TV)

FetchTV 
(box + subscription )

Two ways to get Fetch TV

From an Internet provider Buy from a store

WATCH 
PINOY 
TV

Pinoy Pack
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WEddInGS ALWAYS make 
me feel a little strange. Per-
haps it’s the fact that every-
one in attendance are often 
in some form of coupling. 
Straight coupling. Husband 
and wife. Boyfriend and 
girlfriend. de facto partners. 
Even those who aren’t – 
bachelors and single gals 
– are usually eyeing one 
another.

I feel like a lone gay island 
surrounded by an ocean of 
heterosexuality…

“I hate weddings, don’t 
you?” the girl sitting oppo-
site me says out loud.

I look away from the dance 
floor where the rest of the 
guests have congregated, 
enticed by the swelling tunes 
of the bridal waltz.

“This one’s not so bad,” I 
smile at her.

It’s Saturday night and 
we’re in the beautifully 
adorned halls of the recep-
tion venue. White linen cov-
ered tables pepper the room, 
each littered with porcelain 
dishes and silver cutlery. 
The wine glasses filled with 
an assortment of coloured 
liquids. The speeches done, 
the dinner served, and the 
formality dispensed with. 
All and sundry are up and 
dancing the night away.

Well, almost.
From our table of ten now 

sit only two: me – the gay 
man – and the girl – presum-
ably single. I don’t know her, 
she doesn’t know me, but for 
the evening, we share space 

Bridal Waltz
RYAN PERDIO

Queer 
Life

together. She looks envi-
ously across the room to the 
dance floor of couples, inti-
mately holding and tightly 
turning.

“So, how do you know 
the newlyweds?” I ask, at-
tempting to distract from the 
growing melancholy.

“I’m a friend of the groom. 
You?”

“I work with the bride.”
Smiles exchanged. Si-

lence.
“I ’m Marissa,  by the 

way.” She gets up from her 
seat and comes sits next to 
mine. I shift to face her.

“I’m ryan. nice to meet 
you.”

“Same.” More silence. 
A beat. “So, where’s your 
date?”

I should have expected the 
question but am still slightly 
surprised. I have a feeling 
where this is going. “don’t 
have one. Yours?”

“Same.” Another beat. An-
other smile. “It sucks being 
single at a wedding.”

“Yep. It’s couple city,” I 
jest.

“So, how come you don’t 
have a date?” she quizzes 
with a knowing grin. I’m 
about to answer but she goes 
on. “Shame, really. Cute guy 
like you… anyone here you 
fancy?”

Yep, I definitely know 
where this is going. I smile, 
look back at the dance floor. 

I point out a couple. “See 
that two?”

“oh, yes… I guess she’s 
cute.”

“Yeah. But he’s cuter.”
I turn to face her and wait 

for the penny to drop. one 
second. Two second. Then 
it registers.

“oh!” she exclaims, her 
grin faltering. “I see.”

She turns to stare at the 
dance floor, the silence hang-
ing.

“Wanna dance?” I ask.
She looks back at me sur-

prised. “Yes, I’d like that.”
“Great – let’s go!” I reach 

for her hand.
“okay, but one thing,” she 

says before taking mine, “let’s 
bump that girl off that cute 
guy. After all, he’s the best 
man.”

She winks slyly as we go 
and join the rest of the guests 
doing the bridal waltz.

Like The Philippine Times
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BANK

Send direct to a bank account 
or for cash pickup in the 
Philippines now from only $7! 

/moneygrado    /moneygramoceania

Send to your loved one for 
account deposit to:

© MoneyGram. All rights reserved.

LAST 23 August  2014 
marked the 9th anniversary 
of the Misa ng Pasasalamat 
(Filipino Mass) at Holy Eu-
charist Parish in St Albans. 
The Mass was celebrated by 
the newly-appointed Filipi-
no Chaplain, Father Joselito 
Asis, cs.  Citing the gospel 
according to St Matthew 
whereby St Peter was ap-
pointed as the “rock” upon 
which the Church was built 
on, Father Asis issued a chal-
lenge to each attendee and 
that is, to be a stronghold of 
faith by encouraging the at-
tendance of at least one more 
kababayan at every monthly 
Filipino Mass.    

The Eucharistic Celebra-
tion was followed by a fiesta 
held at the parish hall with 
130 kababayans in atten-

dance. The event performers 
featured representatives of 
five of the seven Melbourne 
choirs comprising the Fili-
pino Grand Chorus of Mel-
bourne, the official choir of 
the Filipino Chaplaincy. The 
crowd was serenaded by 
performers from Harmonico 
Filipino, the young talents 
from MdP Group in Hoppers 
Crossing, northern Lights, 
Couples for Christ and the 
Filipino Choir of St Francis. 
one of the highlights of the 
evening was a dance number 
by northern Lights from our 
Lady’s Parish in Craigieburn. 

Truly, the celebration was 
an opportunity to witness 
the unity of the Filipino 
community.  

The next monthly Filipino 
Mass at St Albans will be 
celebrated on 7 September 
2014 at 3:30pm. All are 
welcome. 

R.S. Malana

Nine years of Misa ng Pasasalamat 
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Turn your retail experience into 
an act of goodwill by shop-
ping where you can get quality 

clothing, at great prices, and the 
money goes to a worthy cause.

Paravin in Campbellfield offers 
a huge range of recycled clothing, 
shoes, handbags, toys, bric-a-brac 
and furniture.

The business, started by the Spine 
and Limb Foundation 20 years ago, 
ventured into the recycled clothing 
market about 10 years ago.

All proceeds raised by the store 

will go back to charity.
The Spine and Limb Foundation 

is dedicated to supporting people 
with spinal cord paralysis sustained 
through injury or disease, and those 
with traumatic and genetic limb 
loss.

The foundation helps the elderly 
and provides rehabilitation assis-
tance to patients moving back into 
the community following discharge 
from hospital. It also provides 
support, information, advice and 
advocacy services to help people 

with a disability take part in com-
munity life.

Manager Bryan Godfrey says 
customers can find a great range of 
apparel and accessories in store.

“We are very selective of the 
quality of goods we sell,” he says. 
“These goods may have otherwise 
gone to landfill, so we are helping 
the environment by selling them 
to people who can use them.” All 
proceeds from these sales are 
directed to the Foundation to fund 
our programmes.

 Godfrey says Paravin has 
donation bins. “We can also do 
door-to-door collections, so 
people can make donations. 
When we come around or call us 
and organise for donations to be 
picked up.”

The foundation also operates 
Payless Clothing in Hoppers 
Crossing, offering as array of 
quality recycled clothing.

If you are looking to send quality 
clothing to your loved ones overseas 
this is the place to visit!

PARAVIN
Factory 2, 188-194 Barry Road, 
Campbellfield VIC 3061
Trading Hours: 
Monday - Friday, 8am-4.30pm
Saturday, 10am-2pm
 
PAYLESS CLOTHING
Unit 1, 12 Costa Drive 
Hoppers Crossing VIC 3029
Trading Hours:
Monday - Friday, 9.00 am - 5.00 pm
Saturday, 10.00 am - 2.00 pm

Look great while doing good

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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www.worldremit.com

Fees from $3.99

Send Money Online
Anytime, Anywhere 

Instant Cash Pickup   

Bank Account

Mobile Account

Door to Door Delivery

Chef%de%Par*e%Victoria%0%Sponsorship%&
pathway%to%Permanent%Residency

!"Mul&ple"Chef"de"Par&e"roles
!"Work"across"all"sta&ons

!"Beau&ful"Yarra"Valley"loca&on
!"Visa"sponsorship"op&ons

NextMove"Recruitment"has"mul&ple"Chef"de"Par&e"roles"working
with"our"Client"who"is"a"5"star"Vineyard"Resort"&"Spa"located"just
50"minutes"from"the"CBD"in"the"stunning"Yarra"Valley."The"kitchen
currently"operates"with"a"team"of"9"and"have"a"proven"history"of

promo&ng"within.

The"successful"candidate’s"will"have"a"proven"background"working
with"buffet"style"and"a"le"cart"menus."Pastry"skills"will"be"highly

advantageous."As"a"Chef"de"Par&e"you"will"get"to"work"across"all
kitchen"sta&ons"and"learn"and"develop"your"skills"from"a"highly

successful"and"driven"Exec"Head"Chef"who"encourages"his"team"to
add"their"own"touch"to"the"menu.

If"you"are"currently"on"457"Visa,"our"client"is"happy"to"take"over
your"sponsorship"commitment"with"a"great"salary"and"provide"a
pathway"to"permanent"residency"for"the"right"applicant.""Foreign
na&onals"that"are"currently"in"Australia"and"looking"for"business

sponsorship"must"meet"the"English"language"requirements"as
dictated"for"the"grant"of"an"Australian"visa"as"sponsorship

opportuni&es"ARE"available.

For"further"informa&on"and"a"confiden&al"assessment"of"your
experience,"please"contact"Peta"Murphy
admin@nextmoverecruitment.com.au.

THE CASA de Baile dinner 
dance which will be held on 
13 September 2014 at Grand 
Star reception Centre in 
Altona north promises to 
be a night of great dancing, 
fun and friendship.

Guests will enjoy open 
dance, Zumba, dance in-
structions and floorshow. 
The organisers roberto 
and  Mar ie  sa id ,  “ The 
event’s main goal to unite 
the Filipino community is 
achieved  as friends and 
guests from the West, East 
and Southeast Melbourne 
can participate in the  floor-
show which showcases 
sexy samba, lovely foxstrut, 
cheeky chachacha, sweet 
waltz, bachata romantica, 
rock n roll, swing, reggae, 
American hassle disco, 
salsa caliente, paso doble, 
rhumba bolero, Argentine 
tango dances plus the sal-
seros. 

Ticket is at $65 which 
includes five-course meal 
and unlimited beer/wine/
soft drinks. It also includes 
a raffle.

Part of the proceeds of 
the night will go to Gawad 
Kalinga’s Feeding Program 
in the Philippines. Every 
$1 donation it can feed two 
school kids in a day. 

“The camaraderie amongst 
us is very significant but will 

be meaningful because we 
are helping the needy back 
home. Let us be a blessing 
to the lives of these people,” 
Marie said.

Sponsors are J&J Express 
remittance and Saladmaster.

For enquiries, please con-
tact Marie and roberto on 
0417 202 803.

Of great dancing, fun 
and friendship
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Be spellbound 
by the majesty of over 
half a million Tulips.

Visit our website for the exciting list of entertainment 
and activities. Get some friends together and enjoy 

this wonderful experience that can’t be found 
anywhere else in Victoria.

www.tulipfestival.com.au
Tesselaar Tulip Farm, 357 Monbulk Road, Silvan Vic 3795 

www.tulipfestival.com.au

BUY
TICK

ETS

ONLIN
E

MY BAHAY NOW

SIGE ENQUIRE NA KUNG PAPAANO

OWN YOUR BRAND NEW HOME WITHOUT A BANK LOAN
MINIMUM DEPOSIT

PROPERTY FINANCED DIRECTLY TO YOU
BUILD YOUR HOUSE WITHIN YOUR AFFORDABILITY

STOP WASTING MONEY ON RENT

 
My Bahay Now Pty Ltd

Jeffrey Magnaye

P: 03 8358 4518
M: 0410 621 924

E: info@mybahaynow.com.au

Level 1 Suite 3, 1/10 Castro Way, Derrimut, Vic 3030

A nEW campaign by Aus-
tralia’s consumer protec-
tion agencies is reminding 
travellers of the simple steps 
they can take to protect their 
travel and holiday bookings. 

director of Consumer 
Affairs Victoria dr Claire 
noone says that increased 
competition and the growth 
of online bookings has 
changed the way people plan 
and purchase their trips. 
“Look at reviews and ask 
family, friends and others 
in your community for their 
recommendations. If you are 
booking with a travel agent, 
check that they are accred-
ited. Any business you book 
with, either in person or 
online, should have clearly 
stated refund and complaint 
policies,” says dr noone.

“Credit cards can be a 
more expensive way to pay 
for purchases but do offer 
some protection as consum-
ers may be able to seek a 
reverse payment from their 
bank if they book and do not 
get what they paid for.”

Holidaymakers are strong-
ly encouraged to take out 
comprehensive travel insur-
ance when they are travel-
ling, and check what circum-
stances and activities are not 
covered by their policies.

For more tips and informa-
tion on how to book your 
next holiday safely, visit 
www.packsomepeaceof-
mind.gov.au

VodAFonE noW makes 
it convenient for Austra-
lians using their mobile 
in Australia or travelling 
overseas with the release of 
its new rEd SIM-only, 12 
and 24-month plans.This 
offer gives greater value 
for international calls from 
Australia, access to com-
petitive deals when roam-
ing overseas, and generous 
standard call, text and data 
allowances to use when in 
Australia.

As a truly global network, 
Vodafone is able to offer new 
red SIM-only and postpaid 
customers, 300 international 
standard minutes per month 
to call anywhere in the 
world from Australia and 

access to Vodafone’s award-
winning $5-a-day roaming 
deal which gives custom-
ers the ability to use their 
mobile phone plan in 47 
countries for just $5 a day.

Vodafone’s Chief Market-
ing officer Kim Clarke said 
“Customer feedback was at 
the heart of the design of 
our red plans. Customers 
have told us they want a 
plan designed to suit their 
needs such as easy access to 
international calling, more 
data included in their plans 
and more affordable roam-
ing rates.”

read full article: http://
philtimes.com.au/voda-
fones-flexible-deal-for-local-
and-international-calls/

THE AuSTrALIAn Mul-
ticultural Seniors Support 
Group committee recently 
attended the Peninsula 
Ethnic Services Commit-
tee meeting at Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Coincil 

Chambers. different clubs 
read their reports and dis-
cussed issues about their 
organisations. represen-
tatives from Centrelink, 
Frankston City Council, 
new Hope Foundation, 

Mornington Shire  and 
nTCA discussed services 
they offer.  

The Peninsula dementia 
Action Group representa-
tives also talked about 
dementia.

Vodafone’s 
flexible deal

AMSSG meets with 
multicultural groups

Protect 
yourself 
when 
booking 
holidays
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ing minutes (seemed like a 
lifetime), I saw her atop a 
flight of stairs, looking over 
the shop across the road, 
where her mom stopped by 
to look for some gym wear. 
I wanted to “freeze” her.  
Although relieved, I was 
terribly frightened of the 
thought of her bolting out 
into the very busy street. 
My imagination ran wild 
as I remember all the freak 
incidents on the news of 
how people lose loved ones 
permanently and tragically. 

When we arrived back 
in Melbourne, I spent days 
thanking God for his kind-
ness, mercy and protection. 
one night, I dreamt of my 
late mom, looking down on 
us. I knew in my heart she 
interceded for us. Eva was 
the “last” great-grandchild 
she cared for, before she 
passed away, cuddling her 
even when she was suffer-
ing from chest pains.  I cry 
when I remember this scene 
of such sacrifice, and won-
der if I could ever match her 
great love.

A theologian with the 
heart of a poet, rabbi david 
Wolpe explores the meaning 
of loss and the way we can 
use its inevitable appear-
ance in our lives as a source 
of strength rather than a 
source of despair. The au-
thor’s search for meaningful 
ways to deal with loss came 
soon after his wife, Ellie, 
was diagnosed with cancer. 
He admits that his “life was 

suddenly full of shadows. 
Some losses, he shares, are 
so subtle they go unnoticed, 
some so overwhelming and 
cruel they seem unbearable. 
Coping with grief and ex-
periencing loss overwhelm 
us in ways that seem both 
hopeless and endless. In 
painful moments like these, 
we must make a choice: will 
we allow the difficulties 
we face to become forces of 
destruction in our lives, or 
will we find a way to begin 
learning from loss, trans-
forming our suffering into 
a source of strength?

I must admit that after 
losing my older brother, 
my mom, some friends and 
community members (per-
manent physical loss), and 
losing Eva for a few minutes 
(temporary loss), I cannot 
claim to ever be prepared 
for it. When it comes, it 
hits like a ton of bricks and 
life is never the same again. 
Grief and fear do not magi-
cally end after our loss. I 
just need to walk through 
the dark shadows, knowing 
that I love the person very 
much that is why the pain 
is profoundly great. I just 

need to learn to be grate-
ful that I had shared those 
remarkable moments with 
the person. I could only 
continue to pray for healing 
and comfort. In humility I 
must admit that I am not 
alone in this human experi-
ence and I can find someone 
to share it with.

“Just as we fall beside 
the road, discouraged with 
life, bowed down with the 
load, we lift our eyes and 
what seemed a dead end, is 
the street of dreams, where 
we meet a friend.” –Helen 
Steiner –rice

sPiritual

AS PArT of my 30th wed-
ding anniversary, I took 
my family for a weekend 
holiday to Sydney. We 
agreed for it to be a relax-
ing adventure so no whin-
ing was allowed.  The Lord 
was kind to us- the flights 
were on time, the weather 
was fine and the support 
of my niece and nephews 
who live in Sydney made 
the trip less challenging as 
they patiently showed us 
around, walking miles with 
us. We were rewarded with 
the wonderful sights and 
sounds of Sydney CBd.

My granddaughter Eva, 
aged four, declared it was 
an adventure of a lifetime- 
and she was expecting to 
find nemo there. She has 
watched the film many 
times, and like dory, in her 
attempt to rescue nemo 
memorised the address 
where the fish was pos-

sibly taken: P Sherman, 42 
Wallaby Way, Sydney. This 
became a joke for us during 
the trip! until that frighten-
ing morning when we had 
a stop-over at a food court 
that had multiple exits and 
we lost Eva for a few min-
utes. Loss, of any kind, tem-
porary or permanent, leaves 
a distressing and painful 
sensation. I was shaking 
all over, trying to look for 
her, running like a crazy 
woman, praying like I have 
never prayed before that we 
would find her soon. Almost 
in tears and face-ashen, I 
was so angry with myself 
and my husband for letting 
her out of our sight –she 
bolted from us in a matter 
of seconds! 

I called on every saint and 
my late mom to help find 
her. no amount of money 
could recompense such a 
find. After some agonis-

Finding Nemo
DINA MANANqUIL-DELfINO

Colours            
of Life

 ADULT WS:  Thursday  7.00 PM  English
 Sunday  10.00 AM  English

FIRST BORN GOSPEL 
CHURCH
(an IAFB AUSTRALIA CHURCH )
Contact: Ptr Ben – 0412 335 077
Mobile 0416 542 012                                        
Lynette 0448 005 373
1 Malcolm Court, Narre Warren Vic 3805
Email: fbgchurch@gmail.com
Worship service – Sunday 10.00 AM -12.00 NN

GOD WITH US
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLIES INC. 
Contact: Pastor Roger Bucao/Pastor Nancy Bucao
Seaford Community Centre, Station Street,  Seaford 
VIC (Mel Ref. 427, C2)
Phone (03) 5995 7380
Mobile  0434 330 447
Email: rogerbucao@gmail.com
Services every Sunday from 10.00 AM to 12.00 
NN. Everyone welcome.

Religious
Organisations

IGLESIa NI CRISTO 
SOuTH AuSTRALIA
ADULT WS: Wednesday 7.30 PM, Sunday 9.30 AM
Every last Saturday of the month Tagalog 7.30 PM
CWS: Sunday 11.30 PM
501 The Parade, Magill, South Australia
Francis Ferdinand Salas
Mobile 0451 667 226
Email jrfsalas@yahoo.com

PORT aDELaIDE GROUP 
WORSHIP SERvICE
c/o Raul C, Santos
0433 217 794
raulsantos007@yahoo.com.au
11 Clearview Crescent, Clearview SA 5083 
Australia
Adult WS: Thursday 7PM & Saturday 4PM

PERTH CONGREGaTION
Brother Federico Beltran, Jr.
0403 022 056
jc.bel49@yahoo.com
494 Morley Drive, Morley, WA 6062
Phone +61 8 9275 8514
Fax +61 8 9275 8514
Adult WS
Wed 730PM English
Thu 5:30 AM Tagalog
Thu 7:30PM English
Sat 3:00 PM at 7:30 PM English
Children’s Worship Service
5:00 PM English

KaLGOORLIE GROUP 
WORSHIP SERvICE
Brother Reynaldo De Guia, Jr.
+61 423 658 307
jeckdeg@yahoo.com
13-A Warman Way, Boulder, WA 6432
+61 8 9022 7268
Adult WS
Wed 730PM
Sunday 6:30PM

MILDURa GROUP 
WORSHIP SERvICE
c/o Henry Degamo, Jr.
Mobile 0403 462 096

jojojr08degamo@yahoo.com
Unit 1/7 Wittman Avenue Mildura, Australia
Worship Service Schedule: Thursday 8:00 PM,
Sunday 5.00 PM

MELBOURNE 
CONGREGaTION
Brother Brian McMahon
Mobile 0423 690 474; 0430 930 710
241-245 Civic Parade, ALTONA
Tel. No. 9398-2396 Fax No. 9398-1866
ADULT WS:  Thursday 10:00 AM and 8:00 PM  
English,  Sunday 8.00 AM and 10.30 AM  English
 Every last Saturday of the Month 6.00 PM  Filipino
 CWS:  Sunday 8.00 AM  English

BRIMBaNK 
CONGREGaTION
Brother Rivie Lagasa, Sr.
Mobile 0433 543 779
Keilor Down Community Hall
70 Taylors Road, KEILOR DOWN
Phone 8361-6398 
Fax  03 9390 6846
ADULT WS:  Tuesday  8:00 PM  English
Wednesday  10.00 AM  English, Saturday  5.00 
PM  English
 Every last Saturday of the Month 7.00 PM  Filipino
CWS:  Saturday  6.30 PM  English

BENDIGO ExTENSION 
(BRIMBaNK 
CONGREGaTION)
Brother Raul Terrado
Phone 03 5447 8784
29 Browning Street, Kangaroo Flat, BENDIGO
ADULTS:  Wednesday 7.00 PM  English

MERRILaNDS 
CONGREGaTION
Brother Roberto Malong
Mobile 0423 947 592
Merrilands Community Centre
31-35 Sturdee St., RESERVOIR
ADULT WS:  Thursday  8.00 PM  English
Saturday  9.30 AM  English
 CWS : Saturday  11.00 AM  English

WYNDHaM 
CONGREGaTION
Brother Al Ocon
Mobile 0422 560 945
Tarneit Community Learning Centre
150 Sunset Views Blvd. corner Leakes Road, 
Tarneit
Fax 03 9748 2971
ADULT WS:  Wednesday  5.45 AM  English
Wednesday  8.00 PM  English 
Saturday  7:30 PM  English

CWS:  Saturday  6.00 PM  English

DaNDENONG 
CONGREGaTION
Brother Enrico Velante
Mobile 0433 601 004
Fleetwood Primary School Hall
101 Fleetwood Drive, NARRE WARREN
Telefax 9799-6962
ADULT WS:  Wednesday  8.00 PM  English,  Saturday  
6.00 PM  English
 Sunday  6.45 AM  English (1st to 3rd Sunday)
Filipino (4th or Last Sunday of the month)
CWS:  Saturday  7.45 PM  English

ST. MaRTIN DE PORRES 
PaRISH LavERTON
Bellin St., Laverton
Filipino Mass, every first Saturday of the month, 
6.00 pm anticipated Mass

NaRRE WaRREN 
ExTENSION (DaNDENONG 
CONGREGaTION)
Brother Dindo Cuevas
Mobile 0402 537 522
12 Von Nida Drive, Cranbourne North
Telefax  03 9799 6962
ADULT WS: Wednesday 6.00 AM  English
(Filipino - Every last Wednesday of the month)

KINGSTON CITY GROUP 
WORSHIP SERvICE
Aries Marquina
Phone 0429 877 123
Moorabbin Primary School
Worthing, Moorabbin
Telefax 03 9799 6962
ADULT WS: Thursday  8.00 PM; Sunday 9.30 
AM  English
Children Worship Service (CWS): Sunday 11.00 AM

GIPPSLaND GROUP 
WORSHIP SERvICE
Brother Richardson Suniga
Mobile 0448 949 406
 Traralgon Court House
 161-166 Franklin Street, Traralgon 3844
 Telefax 03 9799 6962

SATELLITE CHURCHES
GOD WITH uS, MuLGRAVE
Southern Community Centre
Rupert Drive, Mulgrave
Contact: Ps Nancy Bucao
Mobile 0434 339 011
Sunday Services from 2.30 AM - 5.00 PM

GOD WITH uS, CHELSEA
Chelsea Height Community Centre
Thames Promenade, Chelsea Heights
Contact: Pastor Fred Fererro
Mobile 0412 029 516
Sunday Services from 10.00 AM - 12.00 NN

AMBASSADORS OF CHRIST FELLOWSHIP 
(GWu Cranbourne)
Cranbourne Public Hall
Cnr Clarendon & High Streets, Cranbourne
Contact: Pastor Dick Marcial
Mobile 0430 006 095
Sunday Services from 10.00 AM - 12.00 NN

GOD WITH uS, ROSEBuD
Rosebud Memorial Hall
Point Nepean Hwy. Rosebud
Sunday Services from 5.00 - 7.00 PM
(GWUICA is affiliated with the Australian Christian 
Churches formerly known as AOG)

READ THE LATEST FILO 
NEWS

Log on to  
www.philtimes.com.au

Submit an article, email reby.gaw@gmail.com

Advertise in this section  
(03) 9369 4324

Advertise 

your business in the 

Classifieds 
section and get 

FREE listing in the 
online edition of 

The Philippine Times 

For details, email 
ads@philtimes.com 

or call 
(03) 9369 4324

Services we offer:
•	General	&	Cosmetic	Dentistry
•	Orthodontics-	Braces		 
(with	payment	plan)

•	Dentures,	Crown,	Tooth	whitening
•	Dental	Implants	(	with	payment	plan)

We	accept:
•	Medicare		Child	dental	benefits	schedule	
(CDBS)	–bulk	billed

•	Hicaps-any	private	health		insurance
•	Gov’t	vouchers	(VGDS,	VEDS,	VDS)

Dr. Dalisay Santos Sibal
Principal Dentist

Branches:
104	East	Esplanade	St	Albans
(DIS	Dental	Surgery)
Ph:	03-93564809

Shop1,	8	Neville	Ave	Laverton
(Laverton	Dental	Clinic)
Ph:	03-93698585

204	Heaths	Rd.	Hoppers	Crossing
(Good	Smile	Dental	Surgery)
Ph:	03-97487688
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THE FILIPIno Associa-
tion of Victoria (FAVI ) led 
by Mila Cathery held the 
traditional celebration of 
Philippine Independence 
Ball at the luxurious Lang-
ham Hotel last 30 August 
2014. The event was an 
indulgence of class, good 
food, live band and get-
together of friends.

The highlight of the pro-
gramme was a dance num-
ber presented by the group 
of rose Simonsen wearing 
elaborate costumes.

FAVI officers are: Presi-
dent Mila Cathery; Vice 
President divine Basa; Sec-
retary rebecca Evenden; 
Auditor Helena Padanis 
and Committee officers 
Francis Solier and Precy 
Whitehead.

FAVI holds Independence BallA N N O U N C E M E N T 

To our most VALuEd CuSToMErS:

Being the ForMEr EXCLuSIVE AGEnTS of 
Bmexpress in the state of VICTorIA, we want to 
THAnK You ALL for your support and patron-
age. As WE MoVE to a nEW business venture 
to SErVE You BETTEr, we now wish for your 
continued support and loyalty. 

As we feel responsible for the sale of Bmexpress 
BALIKBAYAn boxes in Victoria prior to 01 MAY 
2014, we would like to InForM EVErYonE 
THAT all prior CoMMITMEnTS that came with 
the sale of such balikbayan boxes (deposits, 
after-office hours pick-ups, etc.) WILL BE Hon-
ourEd BY uS should the new agents refuses to 
acknowledge them, subject to presentation of 
appropriate receipts.

Feel free to ConTACT uS at 0435 483 491 
PAoLo Papa / dEnIS Amigable
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28 Sept 2014
Sunday 12:00nn
St Brigid’s church

PROCESSION 
AND MASS 

Novena Masses start from 19 to 28 September 2014 @ 7pm.
St. Brigid’s Church, 378 Nicholson Street, North Fitzroy VIC 3068

SPONSORS AND DONORS ARE MOST WELCOME! 
For details, please contact the Filipino Chaplaincy on (03) 9482 5349 or Fr. Asis – 0404 261 228

ANNUAL FIESTA  
in honour of  
San  
Lorenzo  
Ruiz  
de Manila

WHY ArE we still running 
the Philippine Fiesta of Vic-
toria Beauty Quest Pageant? 
We still run it because we 
believe that it is part of our 
culture here in Melbourne. 
Back in the Philippines, 
a fiesta is not complete 
without the beauty pageant 
and beauty queens and we 
inherit and practice that 
tradition here in Melbourne 
because we are proud of it. 
For me it is a celebration of 
Pinay beauties.

Some people are ques-
tioning why we are still in 
the Beauty Quest and the 

reason is very simple be-
cause we have the fashion 
to keep it going and we 
want to give something back 
to our community to help 
raise funds for the main-
tenance of the Philippine 
Fiesta Community Centre 
in Laverton.  It is an unpaid 
voluntary work but we are 
proud to help. 

our Miss Philippine Fi-
esta of Victoria and Charity 
2014 candidates are Juliet 
Clifford of Albion, Carla 
Colon of doreen, Vera Salvo 
of delahey, Hannah Miguel 
of Waterways and Shiela 
robins of derrimut. Can-
didates for the Mrs Philip-
pine Fiesta of Victoria and 

Charity 2014 are Susan Vil-
larmino of Melton, Emelita 
Gerella of Geelong, Jennifer 
Valdez of Wyndham Vale 
and Analisa Moore of Wa-
terways.

We try our best to show-
case a colourful and amaz-
ing presentation night of the 
Beauty Quest candidates be-
cause we are hoping that in 
our own simple way we can 
showcase our own Filipino 
ethnic culture so our fel-
low kababayans and other 
guests  will appreciate our 
own Filipino culture. The 
presentation of Philippine 
Fiesta of Victoria Inc. Beau-
ty Quest and Charity 2014 
candidates was held last 23 

August 23 at the Grandstar 
receptions in Altona. 

our Miss Philippine Fi-
esta of Victoria and Charity 
2014 candidates are Juliet 
Clifford of Albion, Carla Co-
lon of doreen, Vera Salvo of 
delahey, Hannah Miguel of 
Waterways and Shiela rob-
ins of derrimut. Candidates 
for the Mrs Philippine Fiesta 
of Victoria and Charity 2014 
are Susan Villarmino of 
Melton, Emelita Gerella of 
Geelong, Jennifer Valdez of 
Wyndham Vale and Analisa 
Moore of Waterways.

To read full article, please 
visit: http://philtimes.com.
au/philippine-fiesta-beauty-
quest-is-on/

Philippine Fiesta Beauty Quest is on

Australians assisting Filipino 
children and families

Choy Symes

Beauty Quest 2014 candidates and committee

Kadasig Aid and develop-
ment (KAId), is a voluntary 
organisation based in Victo-
ria working to make a differ-
ence in the lives of children 
and their families in Cebu.

on 19 July, KAId had its 
Annual Fundraising din-
ner at Ferraro receptions in 
Campbellfield. The theme 
of the evening was ‘Fiesta’ to 
show those attending what 
great fun this time can be. 
Tables were named after an 
island or area of the Phil-
ippines with information 
attached so people could 
learn more. There was a pa-
rade with Sta niño leading 
the way, leaders of Kadasig, 
young KAId people bring-
ing the banners, a cut out of 
a jeepney to represent the 
focus of fundraising and of 
course Filipino dancers.

A number of the young 

people had visited the Phil-
ippines and had great fun 
trying to smash the piñata 
then scrambling for the lol-
lies. Beautiful products made 
in the Philippines and many 
made by KAId committee 
members were on sale and 
purchased by enthusiastic 
attendees. 

The social worker and co-
ordinator of Kadasig Cebu, 
Ms Emely Alcoseba, along 
with a Kadasig Cebu part 
time worker and social work 
student being sponsored 
through the program, Mr 
Jephte Paca, were in Mel-
bourne to present a paper to 
the Joint World Conference 
on Social Work, Education 
and Social development on 
their work. Everybody as-
sociated with Kadasig was 
extremely proud that they 
were chosen to present this 

as we in Melbourne know 
they do wonderful work and 
run programs that are really 
assisting families to make the 
move out of poverty.

KAId was delighted to 
have a return ticket to the 
Philippines donated by Ms 
Gigi Kalong of Philippine 
Tours to be part of the fun and 
fundraising for the evening.

Whilst KAId in Cebu has 
a jeepney, the number of 
families now part of the 
organisation has expanded 
greatly so we have outgrown 
the current one. Kadasig is 
also reaching out more into 
the mountainous areas of 
Barili such as Matutinao 
Campaggna, San rafael and 
Matutinao so there is a need 
for a four wheel vehicle. 

For enquiries about KAId 
please contact Glenys Gayfer 
on 0411 196 395

Glenys Gayfer (front) with Jephte 
Paca and Emely Alcoseba from 
Kadasig Centre in Cebu.

Dr Sinclair, Kate Gayfer, Jephte Paca and Kira Sinclair assist the young people with the piñata.

Emely Alcoseba and Jephte Paca with 
the Filipino dancers. 
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TEn FILIPIno-AuSTrA-
LIAnS will vie for the title 
Mister Philippines Australia  
2014, a male pageant com-
petition.  The winner will 
be competing for Mister 
International Philippines 
2015 in the Philippines. The 
awarding ceremonies will be 
held on 27 September 2014, 
6.30pm at The Grand on 
Cathies Lane in Wantirna.

“These Filipino-Austra-
lian candidates will even-
tually develop their self 
esteem, improve their self 
confidence and they will 
learn team work and per-
sonal development,” Liza di 
Blasio told The Philippine 
Times.

The winner in Australia 
will receive a return trip to 
the Philippines sponsored 
by Philippine Tours and 
$1000 cash sponsored by JY 
Accounting Services. The 
winner will also go to the 
Philippines all-expenses 

paid to compete for Mister 
International Philippines 
in 2015. All candidates for 
minor and major awards will 
receive trophies and medals, 
di Blasio said.

Event directors are Liza 
di Blasio and Lalaine diez, 
Committee, Kenny ocampo; 
dJ and photographer, Melvin 
diez, and choreographer, 
Josh Cinco.

Myles Johansson, cur-
rent Ginoong Pilipinas, and 
Pauline Edralin, Miss Friend-
ship and one of the Top 10 
in Mutya ng Pilipinas 2014 
winner, will serve as masters 
of ceremonies during the 
awarding ceremonies.

Major sponsors are West-
ern union and Megaworld 
Corporation.

For sponsorship and tick-
ets,  please contact the event 
directors: Liza di Blasio, 
mobile 0416 816 107 and 
Lalaine diez, mobile 0458 
464 640.

“Winning the title of Mag-
nificent Miss 2014 made me 
feel proud of myself,” said 
Filipina-Australian model 
Madison Vulic, 16, who 
bested other Magnificent 
Miss candidates last 24 Au-
gust 2014 at the Melbourne 
Pavillion in Kensington.

The Year 10 student of 
Mentone Girls’ Secondary 
College said that she really 
worked hard and travelled 
a lot to rehearsals during 
the competition. Even at a 
young age, Maddie is defi-
nitely enjoying the perks and 
challenges of being a model. 
She wants though to correct 
the wrong notion that model-
ling is easy. It’s not, she said. 
“Models aren’t just a pretty 
face. We are the branch of 
the fashion industry and 
without us it would not 
work,” says the young model 
who was recently named 
one of the Grand Finalists 
in the Top Model Worldwide 
Competition.

Being Ambassador of 
Heart Kids Foundation
Magnificent Miss is a fash-
ion-driven event that ben-
efits the Heart Kids Founda-
tion. “I am the Ambassador 
of Heart Kids Foundation 
Victoria/Tasmania 2014 
which I am really excited 
about,” Maddie said.

Magnificent Miss 2014 
offers young models and 
artists in Australia the op-
portunity to be part of the 
event to display their natural 
beauty and talent. 

Maddie wants to focus on 
editorial and runway but 
opens her door to any cat-
egory, great or small. While 
the determined teen wishes 
to one day become a well-
known professional model, 
there is one thing she is sure 
of: “I will definitely finish 
my education.”

For more details, please 
visit: http://www.magnifi-
centmiss.com.au/

This Magnificent Miss 2014 winner is a Pinay

Photos by Noel Gosiengfiao

Ten Filipino-Australians vie for Mister Philippines 2014
Profile 

Roy Coleiro 
23 years old from Kilmore. 
Working in Aviation at 
Qantas Airlines as Avionics 
maintenance engineer
Hobbies are flying, 
travelling and photography
He loves to joke.

Ari Kane 
23 years old from St. Albans. 
Currently a university 
student and works at Bio 
CSL in compliance. He loves 
travelling, gym and car 
racing.

Andrew Szabo 
27 years old from 
Noble Park. Son of the 
previous Mrs. Philippines 
candidate. Working as 
telecommunication 
engineer. His interest is 
martial arts

Jeffrey Tactay 
21 years old from Forest 
Hill. He would like to pursue 
a nursing course in the 
near future. He is currently 
working full time as 
customer service at Nando’s 
Restaurant in Nortcote. 
After work, he loves going 
to the gym.

Daryl Jonathan Spokes 
25 years old from 
Cranbourne. Currently 
holds a diploma in 
computer engineering. He 
loves boxing, fitness and 
hanging out with friends.

Stefan Reed 
20 years old from Keilor. 
He holds a certificate 3-4 
in fitness. His hobbies are 
doing training, dancing and 
basketball.

Daniel Polbrat 
20 years old from Narre 
Warren. Currently an 
Architecture student at 
Melbourne University. He 
loves playing basketball 
and drawing.

David Presincula 
24 years old from st. 
Albans. He holds a degree 
in bachelor of sports. His 
hobbies are going to the 
gym, martial arts and 
boxing.

Robert Stoner Mcnamara 
20 years old from Glastone 
Park. Currently working 
as flight coordinator at 
Melbourne Airport. He loves 
body building.

Francis Olalia 
21 years old from Lynbrook. 
He was the first one to sign 
up for Mister Philippines. 
He is running his own 
business thru Yor Health. He 
loves going to the gym and 
playing basketball.



SEPTEMBER 2014 the philippine times  www.philtimes.com.au 15

FILIPInAS FroM different 
states will compete for Miss 
Philippines-Australia and 
Charity Queen Australia 
2014 on 5 october in rose-
hill. The pageant is one of 
the highlights of the Grand 
Philippine Fiesta Kultura 
Sydney, a long running and 
multi-award winning mul-
ticultural event that has 
become an institution for 
the Filipino community. It 
is under the auspices of the 
Philippine Australian Sports 
& Culture, (PASC) Inc, the 
convenor body of the annual 
Philippine Fiesta Kultura in 
Sydney.

now on its 26th year, 
the annual beauty pageant, 
underscores beauty for a 
cause through an advocacy 
that supports various com-
munity organisations and 

charitable institutions in the 
Philippines and Australia. 
The pageant is open to all 
Filipino/Australian women 
from all over Australia who 
are 16-25 years of age in the 
year of competition.

This year’s Fiesta is in cel-
ebration of the 30th Philip-
pine Australian Sports & Cul-
ture Inc. and the 20th Grand 
Philippine Fiesta Kultura.

Proud to represent the 
Filipino community
Christine Ferrer, a candidate 
from Victoria together with 
rebecca-lee Woods and As-
trud-Anne ryan, shares her 
thoughts about the pageant.  
Ferrer said she believes she 
deserves to win because she 
is a true Filipina at heart. 
“I am a proud ambassador 
for the brains, beauty, and 

talent of the Filipino com-
munity. I represented the 
Filipino community when I 
was awarded the top 5% of 
an Australian university. I 
am always proud to repre-
sent the Filipino community 
and even when I sing I show 
my talent and I greatly pride 
myself to be a Filipino. I 
have the heart and soul of a 
true Filipina,” she told The 
Philippine Times.

She joined the pageant 
because she wants to inspire 
young Filipinos.  “I want 
them to know that they can 
make it anywhere if they 
truly believe in their goals 
and are willing to fight for 
them. And most importantly, 
everyone should be happy in 
the journey they are on,” said 
the full scholarship winner 
of CATC Melbourne for an 

Interior design course.
What are her qualities 

which she think will help 
impress the judges? Her 
charming charisma as a true 
Filipino, she noted.  “I also 
know how to sing which is a 
great Filipino talent. I’m also 
confident yet very humble, 
and I am someone who al-
ways think well of everyone.  
For me this pageant is truly 
amazing and everyone has 
unique qualities and being 
part of it is truly an hon-
our,” she said. Christine just 
joined FASX competition, a 
modelling TV reality show 
to be shown soon on Chan-
nel 31.

For more information, 
please visit: http://mis-
sphilaust.com.au/ or its Face-
book page: https://www.
facebook.com/missphilaust

THAnK You to all my 
supporters especially those 
who believed in me from 
the start. I know the Mutya 
Melbourne finished with 
some controversies but after 
winning Mutya ng Pilipi-
nas 2014 2nd-runner up I 
can say I have believed in 
myself from the start and 
continue to do so. 

People may have their 
own opinions about me 
but I believe I did the best I 
can and continue to be the 
best I can be in the face of 
adversity. I joined the Mutya 
ng Pilipinas Melbourne 
2014 pageant because I 
want to motivate myself to 
overcome my shyness and 
gain more confidence and 
have the courage to stand in 
front of a crowd as a proud 
Filipina.

I would highly recom-
mend hopeful candidates 
to join the Mutya pageant 
because it will not only 
teach you about the culture 
and traditions of the Philip-
pines but will also give you 
an opportunity to promote 
the beauty of the Philip-
pines. It will also give you 
an opportunity to visit the 

locations of the Philippines 
that really show the beauty 
of the environment and the 
hospitality of the Filipino 
people and let you experi-
ence what the Philippines 
has to offer.

My greatest asset in win-
ning the pageant was be-
lieving in myself and stay-
ing humble. representing 
Australia in the Philippines 
pageant give me a wonder-
ful opportunity to see some 
of the beautiful sites of the 

Philippines that I hear so of-
ten from my family.  Learn-
ing how to walk like a true 
beauty queen and act like a 
true Filipina was a dream 
come true. 

I have a true faith and 
belief  that  I  represent 
Austral ia  with honour 
and did all of you proud. 
I will always cherish my 
exper iences  and  look 
forward to sharing the same 
with future candidates of 
this pageant. 

The joy of winning 
Second Runner-Up Mutya

My experience in running 
Mutya ng Pilipinas in Australia

Kim Fyfe 

Kim Fyfe, left, with the other Mutya ng Pilipinas winners

AS An amateur running 
the Mutya ng Pilipinas Me-
bourne pageant for the first 
time and sending candidates 
to the International competi-
tion was not easy and it was 
scary especially when you 
are marred with controver-
sies but we move on and get 
back on track.

Sending Kim Fyfe and 
Pauline Edralin in the in-
ternational competition, 
we are only half-certain 
that they would be chosen. 
When Pauline Edralin and 
Kim Fyfe receive special 
awards; Pauline Edralin as 
Miss Friendship and Kim 
Fyfe Mutya ng Biocera com-
peting against 28 candidates 
from Philippines and over-
seas was an achievement 
which I am truly so proud 
of.  Both of them qualifying 
to final top 10 was even a bo-
nus and Kim Fyfe who was 
crowned as 2nd runner-up 
in the Mutya ng Pilipinas 
last August 8, 2014 in So-
laire resort and Casino was 
the greatest triumph for us 
because it proves that our 
judges on the coronation 
night last 14 June 2014 have 
chosen the right contender 

and is most deserving of 
a victory. I admire Kim’s 
fighting spirit and courage 
to ignore all the negative 
comments posted on the 
social network against her 
and used it as a tool to work 
harder and take the crown 
home in Melbourne.

We don’t have enough 
funds to hire professional 
trainer to prepare our can-
didates to the international 
pageant but the help and 
support that we get from 
our own little group was 
overwhelming  and I would 
like to thank my team -- 
Fyfe Family, Edralin Family, 
Terry Kane, Hector Calara, 
Lehi reyes, Moses Florendo, 

Peachy Limpin and other 
silent supporters. Most of all 
we are triumphant because 
of the hard work of Pauline 
Edralin and Kim Fyfe.

next year will be bigger 
as we extend our search to 
interstate candidates and 
hopefully we can send rep-
resentative not just from 
Melbourne but also from 
other states. 

I would encourage pro-
spective candidates to join 
the Search for Mutya ng 
Australia because it will 
give you the opportunity to 
gain more confidence and 
a life-changing experience. 
We will be aiming for more 
success in future pageants.

Choy Symes

Choy Symes with Pauline Edralin, left, and Kim Fyfe (right)

Miss Philippines-Australia 2014 is now on

Photo by Jade Cadelina

The Visayan Association of Australia supported Glyssa 
Perez (third from left) by holding “A Night with 
Glyssa” last 22 August.

Christine Ferrer during 
the Presentation of 
Candidates
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triBute to CoNGeN GiGi KaloNG

GIGI KALonG, Philippine 
Honorary Consul General 
of Victoria, will step down 
as Philippine Honorary Con-
sul General of Victoria. She 
will be remembered for her 
unwavering support and ser-
vice to the Filipino commu-
nity in Victoria.  A woman 
of few words, Gigi despise 
attention and instead focus 
on the work she needs to do.

“My years of service were 
full of joy and challenges. 
It has given me more than 
I can give.  It has given me 
connection to real issues 
and met real friends along 
the way who stood by my 
side. We will have different 
Consuls but the need of the 
Philippine community and 
the Filipinos in Melbourne 
do not change. This is an 
ongoing process,” Gigi told 
The Philippine Times. As 
the Consulate encourages 
Filipinos to acquire dual 
citizenship, the office will 
consequently be busier.

despite the countless 
meetings, appearances at 
events, and assistance she 
provided to the community, 
Gigi is not even identifying 
the legacy she will leave 
behind. Instead, she said “I 
will move on and close this 
chapter of my life. It will be 
the people I served, perhaps, 
who will remember me,” she 
noted. After Consulate, Gigi 
will focus on her travel busi-
ness and do more pastoral 
work.

Below are few of hundreds 
who worked closely with 
Gigi in her special journey:

What 
they 
say...
The power of action
Raine Cabral
Volunteer, Philippine 
Consulate

How do you pay tribute to 
a person you owe almost 
everything to? Mere words 
cobbled together in paltry 
sentences feels quite insuf-
ficient.

It is hard to distill and 
capture in words not just 
the facts and events that 
encapsulates the essential 
truth of a person- their joy 
and strength, the quiet mo-
ments and unique qualities 
that illuminate one’s soul.

Permit me then to some-
how share with you the gen-
erosity of spirit and unim-
peachable character of our 
Consul Gigi, who I consider 
my second mother. 

mG as I fondly call her 
taught me the true mean-
ing of humility and service. 
She is a woman of faith and 
substance and I count my-
self blessed to serve at her 
pleasure.

Given the thirty odd years 
of service to the Filipino 
community, the scope of her 
accomplishments and the 
esteemed regard that she so 
rightly enjoys, it’s tempting 
to think of Consul Gigi, as 
being high up on a pedes-
tal, detached from us mere 
mortals. But mG herself 
resists and disavows such 
a lifeless portrait. Instead, 
mG insisted on being on the 
forefront with us, labouring 
with us, standing shoulder to 
shoulder with us. Working to 
make a difference wherever 
she is.

It is precisely because 
she is so humble, not the 
false humility we see ban-
died about whereby some 
would claim to be simple 
yet you feel suffocated by 
the miasma of self-impor-
tance, that she is beloved as 
Consul.  There is an open 
door policy at the Consulate 
wherein anyone and every-
one can come in and speak 
to her. mG does not stand 
on ceremony, rather, anyone 
who seeks counsel will be 
seen to graciously. She is 
also tireless in her support 
to the community, attending 
five separate functions on 
the same day is the norm not 
the exception. 

mG taught me the power 
of action as well as the power 
of ideas; the importance of 
reason and the need to study 
two sides of every situation. 
She shows me by example 
everyday how it is to live 
by faith. She understand 
more than anyone I have 
ever known, that it always 
starts with the ‘self ’. Action 
or inaction is a decision 
a person makes everyday. 
She is a do-er. She will not 
sit idle if there is an op-
portunity for her to act and 
help those who need her. 
She recognises the ties that 
bind the human spirit. The 

Filipino community all come 
from one flag, the Philippine 
flag. She has often said that 
whether you come from Lu-
zon, Visayas or Mindanao, 
we are all Filipinos and 
that we achieve oneness 
by sharing ourselves with 
others and caring for those 
around us.

There is only one Gigi 
Kalong. And not a day goes 
by that I do not praise and 
thank God for her. I have 
known her for close to a 
decade and I am privileged 
to serve her at  whatever 
capacity she deems fit. I 
learned so much from her 
and I expect will continue to 
learn more. Moments spent 
with her woke me up to my 
responsibilities to others and 
to myself, and it has set me 
on a journey to continue to 
make a difference in what-
ever way I can. And while 
I know I will always fall 
short of mG’s example, she 
makes me want to be better 
every day. 

Thank you mG for loving 
us and rest assured that the 
feeling is more than recipro-
cated. It is profoundly trea-
sured and indelibly marked 
in the deepest recesses of 
my heart.

A caring and 
generous heart
George Gregorio
Publisher
Philtimes.com.au

When one is so close to 
someone, it’s not hard to find 
kind words to describe her. I 
have known Consul Virginia 
‘Gigi’ Kalong for many years 
now.  As a friend, Gigi seems 
invisible when you’re doing 
okay, yet, always around 
when you need a helping 
hand. She is caring and ex-
tremely generous. 

As a business operator, 
Gigi is fair and easy to deal 
with. She is a forgiving per-
son even to those who have 
taken advantage of her kind-
heartedness to the point of 
having to suffer financially.

Consul Virginia Kalong is 
not your average public ser-
vant. She is a quiet achiever. 
She never really under-
stood why there is a need 
for courtesy or protocols that 
bordered on self-importance 
as a consequence of holding 
such a privileged position. 
She never used her position 
to enrich herself. on the 
contrary, since an honorary 
consul doesn’t get paid, she 
had to spend her own money 
to keep the Consulate office 
open to serve our many ka-
babayans.

Consul Virginia is not 
perfect. I hate to spill the 
beans that she couldn’t stand 
visiting loved ones in the 
hospital let alone attend 
funerals. That’s why it took 
a lot of courage on her part 
when call of duty required 
her to look after repatriating 
the dead, representing the 
country at funeral services, 
and attending to kababayans 
requiring assistance while 
confined in a hospital.

Above all, Gigi is deeply 
religious. It is her devotion 
to God that gave her the 
strength to carry on and rise 

“My years of service were 
full of joy and challenges”

-- ConGen Kalong
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above the challenges of run-
ning her business and serv-
ing the community while 
undergoing physical and 
emotional difficulties.

Gigi’s generosity is unri-
valled. It’s her own way of 
showing love and compas-
sion for her family, friends, 
colleagues, kababayans, fel-
low Christians and fellow 
human beings.

All the best my ever dear-
est best friend. I wish you 
more success in your post-
consulate work.

Sharing of spiritual 
journey

Chito Javier
Broadcaster, Filipino 
Broadcasting Group

Consul Virginia Kalong has 
been a regular guest to the 
Filipino Broadcasting Group 
of 92.3 FM 3ZZZ since she 
became the Honorary Consul 
of Victoria. 

She has used the radio to 
inform the Filipino Commu-
nity in Victoria of the various 
activities and services avail-
able at the Consulate. She 
was keen in spreading the 
Catholic faith amongst the 
Filipinos in Melbourne by 
announcing the different li-
turgical activities happening 
in the community. A number 
of times she has shared her 
spiritual experiences to the 
listeners of our programs.

on the personal side, she 
has been a regular donor to 
our radiothon, which aims 
to raise money to keep the 
Filipino programs on air.

Best wishes from the Fili-
pino Broadcasting Group of 
92.3 FM 3ZZZ. 

Serving and sharing 
her blessings
Fr Joselito Asis
Chaplain to the Filipino 
Community

I first met Honorary Consul 
Virginia Kalong with a group 
of Filipinos at the Shrine of 
Ta Pinu in Bacchus Marsh 
one Wednesday evening 
during the devotional prayer 
to our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. My predecessor, Fr. 
Loi Viovicente, introduced 
her to me with a very short 
remark, “You can always 
rely on the support of Ate 
Gigi as far as the needs of 
the Filipino Chaplaincy are 
concerned.” “Wow”, I said to 
myself, “now, I know whom 
to approach as I embark on 
my mission of being the 
new Chaplain to the Filipino 
Catholics in the Archdiocese 
of Melbourne”.

I must confess that upon 
knowing as early as the first 
quarter of this year that Ate 
Gigi’s term as Honorary Con-
sul of Victoria was about to 
end, I already had in mind 
how the Filipino Chaplaincy 
could maximise her poten-
tials and rich experiences in 
serving the Filipinos through 
its varied pastoral works. So, 
immediately I asked her to 
head the newly organised 
Filipino Pastoral Support of 
Victoria, Inc. and commis-
sioned her to become mem-
ber of the Finance Council 
of the Chaplaincy. Without 

second thought, she ac-
cepted the said tasks whole-
heartedly. 

In my few months stint as 
Chaplain, Ate Gigi’s support 
was indeed overwhelming. 
Through her persistence 
and good will, the repli-
ca of the Black nazarene 
of Quiapo finally found a 
home in the city - at the 
Church of St Mary Star of 
the Sea, West Melbourne. 
Her devotion to Jesus the 
Black nazarene impels her to 
share the blessings to other 
devotees. Another one was 
during the preparation for 
the forthcoming visit of the 
Archbishop of Manila, His 
Eminence, Luis Antonio 
Cardinal Tagle to Melbourne. 
It would not be very easy for 
the Chaplaincy if not for the 
unwavering collaboration of 
the Philippine Consulate un-
der the auspices of Ate Gigi. 

Ate Gigi will end her term 
as Honorary Consul of Victo-
ria, but for the many Filipino 
Catholics in the Archdiocese 
of Melbourne, she will al-
ways be regarded as “Ambas-
sador of Christ” as she con-
tinues to serve in the name 
of the Filipino Chaplaincy. 
Mabuhay ka Ate Gigi!

Real purpose and 
reason
Fr Loi Viovicente
Former Chaplain, 
Melbourne Filipino 
community
Now parish priest at Seaton 
Adelaide

Ate Gigi, as I call her, ac-
cepted this appointment as 
Consul General of Victoria 
with one purpose in mind, 
to serve the Filipino Com-
munity of Victoria. 

I witnessed her doing the 
talk or ‘walk the talk’ from 
the beginning. She never 
wavered from her real pur-
pose and reason as a Consul. 
I am very glad to be part of 
her selfless wholehearted 
service to the community. 

Marami pong salamat Ate 
Gigi for your generosity and 
love-filled heart. May God 
continue to bless you with 
more blessings and good 
health. God bless.

Advocate for Filipino 
migrants
Mila Cichello 
Chairperson
Bayanihan Australia 
Community Network Inc.

It is said that character 
makes the man and this 
adage is mostly manifested 
when a man makes his mark 
on a role.

When well-loved busi-
nesswoman Gigi Kalong took 
on the role of Consul General 
for Victoria in 2010, she in-
herited a Filipino commu-
nity in turmoil but assured 
the community that her role 
would be one of service, 
The last four years showed 
that Consul General Kalong 
delivered service, and more.   

Bayanihan Austra l ia 
Community network Inc 
(BACnI) pays tribute to Con-
sul General Kalong for her 
strong encouragement and 
support to BACnI Member 
organisations’ community 

programs and events held in 
the City of Melbourne, Sun-
shine, Clarinda, dandenong 
and Greater Geelong. All the 
BACnI members and affili-
ates sincerely thank ConGen 
Kalong for her messages, 
attendance and sponsorship 
on our community activities 
and events every year.

ConGen Kalong was an 
outstanding advocate for 
Filipino migrants in mul-
ticultural Australia. She 
displayed excellent knowl-
edge of Philippine history, 
people and culture and we 
were proud to witness the 
respect accorded to her by 
parliamentarians, corpo-
rate sponsors, Council Lord 
Mayors and other dignitaries 
at cultural events held at 
Melbourne Town Hall and 
Federation Square.

The Philippine Consulate 
staff were visible support-
ers of positive endeavours 
that advanced the cause of 
Filipinos in Australia and 
we are grateful that when 
a BACnI joint project with 
the government needed en-
dorsement, ConGen Kalong 
was prompt with a generous 
letter of support or a sugges-
tion of potential sponsor for 
projects such as youth hip-
hop face off, Multicultural 
Harmony day events, Eas-
ter Sports Fest, traditional 
Pasko sa nayon Concerts 
and Filo-Australian-Filo art 
partnerships. There were 
many times when govern-
ment agencies and kababay-
ans contacted BACnI office 
for help. It was reassuring 
to refer them to ConGen 
Kalong for her discretion 
and compassionate pastoral 
care.  ConGen Kalong’s term 
was strongly characterised 
by the bayanihan spirit. She 
established a professional 
honorary Consular office 
that the community could 
be proud of. She volunteered 
her time 24/7 to assist other 
kababayans in trouble, often 
sacrificing her own family 
time. She shared her per-
sonal resources generously 
without seeking any benefit 
in return. 

We at BACnI, thank Con-
Gen Kalong for her self-
less leadership, for bring-
ing character and positive 
qualities to the ConGen role. 
Because of this, the Filipino 
community is deeply grate-
ful to her for restoring pride 
and respect to the office of 
Consul General.  Mabuhay 
and God bless, ConGen Gigi!

True leadership 
Alex Sy 
Founding President 
Advisor 
Cebuano Association of 
Australia

I am witness to the wonder-
ful work that Gigi has made 
to the Philippine Consulate 
in Victoria and most impor-
tantly to the Filipino com-
munity in Victoria. 

In her term of 4 years, 
which was extended by 
another 12 months, Gigi has 
represented the Consulate 
office with such dignity, re-
spect and trust, and continu-
ally promote the wonderful 
Filipino culture to the wider 

Australian Community. 
While the position is vol-

untary, she has put the wel-
fare of the Filipino people 
in Victoria first and above 
of all other things, which I 
truly admire. 

I would like to thank Gigi 
for all the wonderful work 
that she has done for the 
community, and the respect 
she has gained from other 
ethnic and multicultural 
groups. 

Gigi showed true leader-
ship in times of calamity 
and need for the Filipino 
community. She was in-
strumental in bringing the 
community together during 
the recent natural disasters 
in the Philippines, being 
Typhoon Sendong and Ty-
phoon Yolanda. 

She has worked tirelessly 
among the many Filipino 
community groups in Victo-
ria, and continually aspire 
unity and solidarity among 
the Filipinos. 

The Cebuano Associa-
tion was honoured to have 
worked closely with Gigi 
since the formation of the 
Association in 2012, espe-
cially with the recent calam-
ity in Central Visayas during 
the Typhoon Yolanda. 

The Philippine Consul-
ate office and the Cebuano 
Association worked closely 
to ensure relief goods were 
coordinated and reached 
the typhoon victims directly. 

Gigi will surely be missed 
in her role as the Consul 
General but I’m certain her 
other work within the Fili-
pino community will con-
tinue. 

Thank you Gigi. God 
Bless. 

Like a Melbourne 
weather
Emmy Du-Lake
Volunteer
Philippine Consulate

As I call her Ms CK or Ma-
dame K, she is like Mel-
bourne weather. Behind 
her “unpredictable” heavy 
thunderstorm of courage 
and toughness are her warm 
gentle winds of generosity, 
kind-heartedness and trust-
worthiness.

Loving life
Maina Walkley
Former Honorary Consul
Philippine Consulate

Gigi Kalong is a person of im-
mense generosity to a fault.  
Ask anyone of what they will 
remember Gigi for and the 
answer would be that – her 
generosity.

She is a person who loves 
life and equally lives life to 
the full.  She is prepared to 
try anything and would not 
hesitate to take on any task or 
anyone to achieve what she 
sets her eyes on – a quality 
that sits well in her position 
as Honorary Consul General.

I join my voice with the 
rest of the Filipino commu-
nity in acknowledging and 
thanking Gigi Kalong for her 
selfless services before and 
during her tenure as Honor-
ary Consul General together 
with our best wishes for her 
future endeavours.
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do You wish to work in 
Australia and bring your 
family to work or study as 
well? The temporary Work 
(Skilled) Visa subclass 457 
will allow you to do this.  
on top of this, you can also 
travel in and out of Australia 
as often as you want.

What are the steps to 
obtain this type of visa?
First, an employer must be 
approved to sponsor you as 
an overseas worker.  This 
can only be done when the 
employer cannot find an 
Australian citizen or per-
manent resident to do the 
skilled work.

Second, a position must be 
approved for the sponsored 
worker whose occupation is 
listed in the current Consoli-
dated Skilled occupations 
List (CSoL).  You must have 
the required skills to per-
form the duties of a position 
nominated by an approved 
employer. This is called a 
nomination Application.

Third, a 457 visa must be 
approved, and can be valid 
for up to four years.  You can 
be in or outside Australia 
when your application is 
lodged.

What requirements 
should you submit with 
your application?
Proof of Identity. You should 
provide sufficient evidence 
to establish your identity, 
which may include:
•	 Bio-data	page	of	pass-

port
•	 NSO	Birth	Certificate
•	 Résumé

English Language Ability. 
You must demonstrate that 
your level of English profi-
ciency is equivalent to an 
IELTS test score of at least 5 
in each of the four test com-
ponents of speaking, reading, 
writing, and listening.

You may be exempted 
from taking the IELTS if you 
have completed at least five 
consecutive years of full-

time study in a secondary 
and/or higher educational 
institution where the in-
struction was delivered in 
English.  Full-time study 
means the standard number 
of contact hours that a stu-
dent would undertake in the 
relevant country.

If you wish to be exempted 
from the English Language 
requirement, you should 
present the following:                                 
•	 Vocational	

Certification
•	 Vocational	Transcripts	

of record (Tor)
•	 Vocational	English	

Language Certification
•	 Secondary	Diploma
•	 Secondary	Permanent	

record - Form 137-A
•	 Secondary	English	

Language Certification

Employment Certificates. 
You must be able to submit 
proof of your past employ-

ment and employment refer-
ences. Employment referenc-
es must include the name, 
title and contact details of the 
referee.  Employment details 
in the reference should con-
tain details of your position 
and dates of service. refer-
ences should cover a period 
adequate to show relevant 
skill level.

Proof of Skills. You must 
provide proof that you pos-
sess the skills to perform the 
duties of a position nominat-
ed by an approved employer 
by submitting the following:
•	 Certificates	of	Training
•	 Skills	Assessment	Re-

sult - if required
 

What facts should you 
know about family 
members of 457 visa 
holders?                   
Family members of 457 visa 
holders include a spouse or 
de facto partner of the family 
head and a dependent child 
of the family head or de-
pendent child of the spouse 

or de facto partner of the 
family head. A dependent 
child must not have turned 
21 years of age and must not 
be married or in a de facto 
relationship.

Family members can be in 
different places from each 
other at the time of applica-
tion and visa grant, provided 
each person meets the rel-
evant requirements for the 
grant of the visa.

The 457 visas granted to 
family members will have 
the same period of validity 
as that granted to the 457 pri-
mary visa holder. However, 
those who apply for their 
visas after the 457 primary 
applicant has been granted a 
visa will be granted a period 
of stay not exceeding that of 
the 457 primary visa holder.   
Visas granted to family mem-
bers who will turn 21 years 
old will be terminated on 
their 21st birthday even if 
they are still within the ap-
proved visa period granted to 
the 457 primary visa holder.

Temporary Work (Skilled) 
Visa Subclass 457

fELIX CARAO

Migration
Mentor

fELIX CARAO

Migration
Mentor



SEPTEMBER 2014 the philippine times  www.philtimes.com.au 19

pino Community: Are we 
ready?”, and “Think Tank: 
Emerging Challenges”. 

Facing the future 
together
This year’s theme will fo-
cus on “Facing the Future 
Together”, a fitting theme 
after the world’s strongest 
Typhoon Haiyan hit the 
Philippines in november 
2013. FILCCA’s objective is 
to help the worst affected 
families and coordinate the 
national efforts to rebuild 
the country by maximising 

the efficiency of funds raised 
and goods shipped. 

Garcia is inviting Filipi-
nos Australia-wide to par-
ticipate in the conference. 
She said Filipinos are very 
articulate and proactive in 
the mainstream community. 
“Through the conference, 
we can become one and we 
can have the opportunity to 
discuss solutions and resolu-
tions to these issues, which 
we can bring forth to the 
attention of the appropriate 
stakeholders,” added Garcia.

Be active in state councils
Garcia advised Filipino-Aus-

tralian to be more active and 
proactive in their respective 
state councils. For example 
FILCCA invites Filos to take 
an active role in its disaster 
projects. “We should also 
present a united front to 
government here and in 
the Philippines in major is-
sues that affect Filipinos in 
Australia,” she said. under 
her) wing, FILCCA’s recent 
projects were assistance 
to the victims of the Bohol 
earthquake and Yolanda 
typhoon; advocacy for sub-
class 457 visa holders, and 
support and drive for justice 
and opening of  cold cases.

Garcia said on the first 
day of the conference, there 
will be a Leader’s forum 
where leaders of the com-
munity can discuss their re-
spective state’s issues. The 
second day, she said, is the 
conference proper where 
plenary speakers will talk. 
There will also be an an-
nual general meeting where 
an election of officers will 
be held. The last day will 
be the gala night showcas-
ing performances of talents 
from different states. The 
highlight of the night will 
be the awarding of achiev-
ers. on the last day, there 
will be a Mass and closing 
of conference at the Parra-
matta picnic ground where 
delegates will have their 
lunch.

Current FILCCA officers 
are: President- Aida Gar-
cia (SA), Vice President 
(External Affairs)- Perlita 
Swinbank (ACT), VP (In-
ternal Affairs)- Mena Ed-
monstone (Qld), VP (Youth 
Affairs)- Carmelita Baltazar 
(WA), Treasurer - Serna 
Ladia (nSW), Pro - Vicki 
Wotherspoon (WA),  Global 
Commissioner- Emma de 
Vera (nSW), and Public 
officer – Elizabeth Garrett 
(ACT). 

FILCCA to hold confab
Gears up Pinoys to face future together

durInG THE conference, FILCCA and the state host, 
the Philippine Community Council of new South 
Wales, in cooperation with the Philippine Consulate 
General in Sydney will be conducting a mobile overseas 
Voters’ registration on october 24, 2014 Friday from 
1:30-5:00pm and october 25, 2014 Saturday from 5:00-
7:00pm for those eligible to participate in the Philippine 
national elections on May 9, 2016 . Eligible to register 
are Filipino citizens, including Filipino-Australians who 
are dual citizens, at least 18 years of age on the day of 
the election, and not otherwise disqualified. 

Potential voters should bring:
* photocopy of valid Philippine Passport (bring the 

original as well for sighting)
* For dual citizens: photocopy of the order of Ap-

proval to retain/reacquire Filipino citizenship or 
oath of Allegiance or Identification Certificate.

IF YOU/ YOUR RELATIVE:
• Need assistance to pass the IELTS test
• Need assistance in skill gap training;
• A Registered Nurse & would like to do Bridging course & find employment in Australia                   
• Would like to study in Australia; 
• On SC457 visa and would like to apply for permanent residence;
• A fiancé/e, spouse, child, parent of an Australian citizen or permanent resident

Through our HR Alliance, we now  provide employment opportunities  
for Australian qualified Nurses: Div 1 & Div 2.

Awardee: 
Most Outstanding Australian Registered Migration Agent, Philippine Marketing Excellence  

Award 2005 “Achievement in Corporate Practice or Enterpreneurship”
First Filipino-Australian Women Achievement Award 2007.

Do not learn from your mistakes.

PRT Corp Australia  
Level 2, 710 Collins St. 
Docklands Vic. 3008  
Ph: + (613) 9097 1756  
VPh: 87627292   
M: 0401 457 991 
E: migrationtoz@gmail.com

Philippine Office: 
PALMS International Migration Services
Suite 226 Cityland 8,  #98 Gil Puyat Ave. Makati 
Ph: +63 8134194 F: +63 : 8938035  VPh:87627292  
Viber M: +63 93 9926 1297  or +63 92 7942 5545  
E: info@palmsimmigration.com 
www.palmsimmigration.com

Contact us now!
LITA MAHLE Senior Migration Consultant (MARN 9250408) 

Learn from our experience.

AUSTRALIAN IMMIGRATION
   WITH OVER 18 YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL IMMIGRATION PRACTICE

Continued from page 1

Mobile Overseas 
Voters’ Registration

Aida Garcia
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invites everyone to attend its

Fundraising Musical Mini Concert 
for PCSFFI’s projects and activities

 Date :  5 October 2014
 Time :  12.30pm until 4pm (Holy Mass at 

10.30am, Lunch at 11.30am)
 Venue : 56 Raleigh Road Activity Centre, 

Raleigh Road, Maribyrnong

For more information, please contact Henrietta Soleda, 
President, PCSFFI mobile 0422058224 or 0499542912.

Philippine Cultural Society for Families and Friends, Inc.
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THE AuSTrALIAn Coun-
cil of Multicultural En-
trepreneurs, Incorporated 
(ACME) held its second 
anniversary last 28 August 
2014 at the Bayview on the 
Park, Melbourne. The event 
was attended by business 
owners with special guests, 
Geoff Browne and Mark 
Schramm from the office 
of Victorian Small Business 
Commission.

In his welcome remark 
and Council report, ACME 
Chairman and President of 
the Executive Committee, 
Fred Jover reported that at 
30 June 2014, the council’s 
finance is in the black and 
thanked the group’s suc-
cessful application for com-
munity grant from Australia 
Post, to set up a web-based 
directory of small businesses 
owned and operated not 
only by ACME members, 
but anyone from various 
multicultural communities 
of Victoria. The directory has 
been set up and currently 
data uploading is work-in-
process. This is also linked 
to ACME’s website, www.
acmei.org.

ACME’S second year an-
niversary was doubly sig-
nificant due to the inau-
gural launch of the 2014 
Awards recognising mem-
ber entrepreneurs for their 
outstanding performance 
in their respective area of 
commerce, their benefit and 

service to the community, 
and their commitment and 
support as ACME members. 
The winners of the 2014 
ACME Awards were: Vir-
ginia Kalong, Entrepreneur 
of the Year; Migrant Hub c/o 
Walter Villagonzalo, Social 
Enterprise of the Year; Liz 
Honey Productions, Com-
munity Entertainment and 
Event Enterprise; Kabayan 
restaurant and Asian Gro-
cery c/o Jocy and ding Gon-
zales, Community restau-
rant and Grocery of the Year 

and	Tablea	Café	c/o	Leonardo	
Geronimo, Small Entertain-
ment and Business Venue 
and	Café	of	the	Year.

Two new members of 
ACME, nena Parinas, an 
Accountant and Tax agent, 
served as emcee while Beth 
Sockett was the night’s host.

For further details on 
ACME membership and 
events, please visit www.
acmei.org, email: acme.
i n c 2 0 1 2 @ g m a i l . c o m 
or call/text Fred Jover on 
0403944479.

ACME’s second year and awarding night

First formal general meeting at E’Latte Greek Restaurant in Brunswick

Officers and members of ACME during the second anniversary and awarding of winners.

ACME Chairperson Fred Jover awards plaque to Gigi 
Kalong who was not able to attend the anniversary and 
awarding night.
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Silliman Alumni 
Melbourne holds 
Founders’ Day 

The Silliman University Alumni Association Mel-
bourne Chapter, Inc. (SUAAMCI) celebrated the 113th 
Founders’ Day of its Alma Mater, Silliman University 
on 23 August 2014 with an evening of dinner and 
dance held at True Blue Restaurant in Tullamarine.  
Silliman University, one of Philippines’ leading learn-
ing institutions, prides itself of strong loyalty from its 
alumni, students and friends. Over 100 alumni, friends 
and family gathered on this special event for fellow-
ship, fun, and to raise funds for social projects.

The “Silliman Spirit” was rekindled as the group 
relished the evening sharing stories of campus life 
and anecdotes of their Silliman experience over a 
sumptuous dinner. Many irresistibly trooped to the 
dance floor to swing to the beat of predominantly 
Latino music.

On the night, SUAAMCI gave awards and recogni-
tion to members for their contribution to the Asso-
ciation.  Ma. Flora Nazario Pineda received her award 
as the “Oldest Sillimanian Living in Melbourne,” at 

a strong age of 92.  Dr. Benjamin Tobias was rec-
ognised in absentia for his “invaluable service and 
contribution to SUAAMCI”, being the Association’s 
founding President. Richard Bonifacio also received 
the top prize for winning the official SUAAMCI logo. 
The evening was punctuated by the inaugural 
launching of SUAAMCI website and newsletter.

There were treats as raffle prizes complimented 
the members showcasing of talents through songs, 
dances and video presentations. Cecille Dizon, in-
cumbent President, lauded the members and officers 
for their hard work and commitment and contribu-
tion to the success of the event.

The Chairman of the Board, Alberto Nuique, 
noted the occasion as also SUAAMCI’s 27th anniver-
sary celebration having been founded on 6 Decem-
ber 1987. Through the years, the association remains 
committed to its objectives of providing solid 
support to its constituents by enhancing unity and 
camaraderie. With the continued influx of Sillima-
nians in Melbourne, the World’s Most Liveable City, 
SUAAMCI endeavours to be the vibrant group where 
members find genuine friendship.   

For more information about SUAAMCI, contact: 
membership@sillimanmelbourne.org or visit its web-
site www.sillimanmelbourne.org .  (Photo by Dom 
Demandante)

Glit GlAM&

Perla Luetic wins 
return airfare.

Being hot for a 
cause

Yo Hot Mommas was able to 
raise $1505.00 last 9 August, 
2014. Around  200 guests 
attended the fundraising 
event. The National Breast 
Cancer Foundation will be the 
beneficiary.

“We are very grateful to 
our generous supporters 
and donors and to our major 
sponsor, the Philippine Tours 
in West Brunswick who kindly 
donated a return ticket to 
Manila Philippines as one of 
our major prizes for the raffle,” 
said Liz Honey. The lucky 
winner was Mrs Perla Luetic of 
Footscray Victoria.

Being one

What a way to play bingo 
when friends wear onesies in 
different shapes and colours. 
Held last 16 August, the 
special night was hosted by 
Liza and Edwin Capistrano. 
The night was full of fun, 
food and laughter! (Photo by 
Thata and Shazz of Galefuente 
Photography)

Photos by Jen Azzopardi

Pyjamas take on 
a new meaning

The ever beautiful 
Stephanie Bernando

Left to right, back row- Vice-President Jnr APCO Inc. Cora Perez, 
APCO Inc President Ruben Amores posing with the honourees, 
Mrs Visayas-Australia Charity Queen Brenda De La Sala,Vivian 
Brewington, Annie Marquez, and seated in front, Larry Perez.

Vince F
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nEW WBA World light fly-
weight boxer randy Pet-
alcorin knocked out Panama 
Walter Tello in Shanghai 
recently in front of 8,000 
people to win the Light 
Flyweight world title by 7th 
Ko. randy Petalcorin de-
stroyed Panama Walter Tello 
dropping him twice in the 
7th round with a left upper-

cut followed by a right hook. 
Tello’s body landed one and 
his legs the other way. He 
was flattened,” said Peter 
Maniatis, randy’s Austra-
lian Manager/Promoter.

“Manny Pacquiao was 
ringside for the Top rank 
promoted card along with 
Freddie roach and Bob 
Arum and everyone agreed 

in the arena a new star is 
born for world boxing with 
22 year old randy Petalco-
rin,” added Peter.

randy’s next WBA world 
title defence could be on the 
Manny Pacquiao undercard 
in Macau in 23 november 
or a Zou Shimming card 
in Macau in February. “It’s 
up in the air at the moment 

but randy pulled up very 
well after his title win,” 
said Peter.

randy has become a Fili-
pino boxing sensation in 
Australia after winning sev-
eral matches in Australia. 
Filipino-Australians are 
supporting him whenever 
he has fights in Australia.

Randy Petalcorin wins 
Light Flyweight world title 

ForMEr THrEE-TIME Fili-
pino Stick-fighting World 
Champion and osteopath 
Andrea Wheatley from Mel-
bourne has overcome serious 
illness that left her paralysed 
in one leg to win gold at this 
year’s World Championships 
in Cebu City, Philippines.

Andrea won gold in the 
ladies single stickfighting 
championship, bronze in the 
double stick fighting cham-
pionship and silver in Kuluta 
– a variation of the martial 
art where minimal armour is 
worn and a slightly padded 
stick is used.

The 6th degree black belt 
(Master rank) in Cacoy doce 
Pares Eskrima and Eskrido 
has fought hard through 35 
months of rehabilitation and 
extensive training in prepa-
ration for the August event 
in a full-contact sport that 
is not for the faint-hearted.

“In June 2011 I suffered 
a serious illness and sub-
sequently had a form of 

paralysis due to damage to 
the 3 most important nerves 
to my leg.  I had both motor 
and sensory loss in mixed 
regions (sciatic, femoral and 
obturator nerve distribu-
tions),” Andrea said.

“For almost 2 years I had 
numbness on the sole of 
my foot. As an osteopath I 
knew that in order to regain 
function of my leg, it was 
essential that I could feel 
the ground with the sole of 
my foot. 

Andrea works full-time 
as an osteopath and is the 
head instructor of the Fili-
pino Stick-Fighting Martial 
Arts at the Cacoy doce Pares 
Melbourne studio in Alphin-
gton, Melbourne.  Training 
is focused on defending, 
disarming and disabling an 
opponent and developing 
sensitivity in the hands and 
automatic reflexes to help 
protect a person in a self-
defense situation.
(Image by Robert Balfour)

World-class 
Filipino stick-
fighter wins gold 

Andrea Wheatley warming up in Cebu.

MorE THAn 400 partici-
pants and 150 volunteers 
will take part in ASEAn 
Games Australia 2014 from 
12-14 September 2014 at 
the Albert Park, Melbourne, 
Victoria. It will feature some 
sports such as badminton, 
basketball, futsal, netball, 
squash, table tennis, ten-
nis, ultimate frisbee and 
volleyball. ASEAn Games 
Australia is an initiative 
by the Malaysian Students’ 
Council of Australia, Victo-
ria Chapter, with the sup-

port of other ASEAn-based 
student councils. It is also 
proudly supported by the 
Council of International 
Students Australia, a new 
supporting partner this year. 

ASEAn-based student 
councils include Malaysian 
Students’ Council of Austra-
lia, Victoria (MASCA), Sin-
gaporeans of Victoria, Mel-
bourne overseas Vietnam-
ese Student Association, 
Thai Students Association 
of Victoria, Perhimpunan 
Pelajar Indonesia Australia, 

Victoria and Filipino-Aus-
tralian Student Council of 
Victoria. 

The tagline for ASEAn 
Games Australia 2014 is 
“Embrace diversity, Cel-
ebrate Victory” announced 
by the Project director, Sheh 
Tyne Yeo during the official 
launch of the sports registra-
tion on 30 July 2014. “We en-
courage people from ASEAn 
member states to gather 
together and participate in 
this sports event to bring 
out their passion in sports 

together as one. Though we 
may come from different 
countries, we still share the 
same drive to excel in the 
sports we are passionate 
about,” explained by Sheh 
Tyne Yeo, who is also the 
MSports director of MASCA 
Victoria. 

For more information, 
please contact, Sheh Tyne 
Yeo, Project director of ASE-
An Games Australia 2014. 
Email projectdirector@ase-
angamesaustralia.com.au or 
call 614 51501936.

ASEAN Games Australia 2014 to be held

Randy Petalcorin with his Manager, Peter Maniatis. Filipino boxing legend Manny Pacquiao with 
Peter Maniatis.
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MAnnY G. ASunCIon’S 
long-time dream to pub-
lish his collection of plays 
came into fruition last 30 
August 2014 at 501 recep-
tion Footscray. “Seasons: An 
Anthology of Filipino Aus-
tralian Plays down under” 
is a compilation of seven of 
the best plays he wrote and 
directed in Melbourne such 
as Winter’s Chill, Autumn 
Sonata, Ikalawang Tag-Sibol 
ni Mang Florante and Sum-
mer Butterflies.

The intimate celebration 
gathered together Asuncion’s 
three sisters, Fely, Tessie and 

Yolly and their families who 
flew all the way from South 
Australia and his friends and 
co-workers such as Melba 
Marginson, Marina ruivivar, 
norma Serrano spoke highly 
of Asuncion and paid tribute 
to his creative life being a 
writer, playwright, stage 
director, interpreter, transla-
tor and a community worker 
for more than 30 years. The 
book launch also coincided 
with his 70th birthday cel-
ebration.

during the launch, incom-
ing Philippine Honorary 
Consul Felix Pintado deliv-

ered the opening speech. 
Three composers, Leonie 
Wenden, raul roxas and 
roly Limun who all wrote 
the scores to some of Asun-
cion’s lyrics in the plays 
sang. Anthony Crisostomo 
also performed a special 
number.

Some of Asuncion’s col-
leagues and friends, Melba 
Marginson, Marisa Vedar, 
norma Serrano, Perla Luetic 
delivered messages.

After his book launch, 
Asuncion plans to revive 
dBMI and work on compiling 
his other writings such as po-

ems, essays and short stories.
The 374-page book was 

published by John Alayon, 
Publisher of Pasa Pinoy.

To read Adrian Prophet’s 
introduction to the book, 
please visit: http://philtimes.
com.au/manny-g-asuncions-
seasons-an-anthology-of-
filipino-australian-plays-
down-under/

To read norma Serrano’s 
tribute to Asuncion, please 
read: http://philtimes.com.
au/something-about-manny/

To view more photos, 
please go to: https://www.
facebook.com/philtimes

Manny Asuncion’s anthology of plays launched

Manny Asuncion talks about the making of his book.

Publisher John Alayon holds the book before 
handing it over to Manny Asuncion.

Manny with sisters, Tessie Asuncion, Yoly Tuazon 
and Fely Joyce.  

Rolly Limun provides special song number.

WITHouT A doubt, it can be 
said that basketball runs deep 
in the roots of Filipino cul-
ture. There’s nothing like be-
ing surrounded by family and 
friends with the same passion 
and excitement for the game. 
The 10th of August marked 
the finale of the very first 
“West Melbourne Suburbs 
Winter Basketball League” 
held at the Victoria university 
gym (St Albans Campus). The 
tournament was comprised of 
four teams: Western Aces, Pis-
tos, Warriors and uICC, with 
team members ranging from 
ages as young as 13 years to 
those 40 years of age. It was 
a great time for the play-
ers and fans to mingle with 
other Filipino-Australians in 
an environment that fosters 
friendship, laughter and good 
camaraderie. 

The tournament began on 
20 July 2014 and concluded 
on 10 August. The short but 
sweet season was full of excit-
ing and nail-biting moments, 
with the fans enthusiastically 
cheering for their respective 

teams. Pistos took home the 
championship title; Western 
Aces came in as First runner 
runner-up; Warriors was 
declared Second runner-up 
and uICC as Third runner-
up. Medals and trophies 
were awarded by dr Leonida 
Cartas to the teams. Special 
individual awards were given 
to the players with distinct 
talents and sportsmanship. 
The following awards were 
received: Most Valuable Tour-
nament Player, ricardo rubio 
of the Pistos; Best Centre, 
roman Cruz; Best Guards, J 
Lance and Shan Pineda; Best 
Forwards, Alan de Guzman 
and ricardo rubio.

The event was sponsored 
by local businesses owned 
and operated by Filipino-
Australians in the western 
suburbs of Melbourne. The 
West Melbourne Basketball 
League is looking forward to 
future tournaments and en-
courages more teams to join 
and to promote unity among 
the Filipino and Australian 
community. 

For further information, 
please contact Melvin Mata 
on 0416 568 217.

Hoops, anyone?
Ernesto Cartas

Photos by Edwin Tuazon
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Atty Aida Garcia, Lawyer 
and registered Migration 
Agent, will be awarded as 
one of the 100 Most Influ-
ential Filipina Women in the 
World Award by the Filipina 
Women’s network (FWn). 
The gala awards celebratory 
dinner and ceremony will 
be held on 7 october 2014 
at the Makati Shangri-La 
Hotel, Philippines as part of 
the 11th Filipina Leadership 
Global Summit.

In a statement, Garcia said 
she is truly honored to be 
inducted into the premiere 
group of FWn’s Global100 
Awardees and to accept 
FWn’s 100 Most Influential 
Filipina Women in the World 
Award for her  professional 
work and civic engagement 
in the Filipino community. 
“The award recognises my 
deep passion and commit-
ment to build and maintain, 
adjust, repair, and re-align 
what is envisaged as broken 
organisations into a better 
and stronger Filipino com-
munities in diaspora,” said 
the current President of the 
Filipino Community Council 
of Australia (FILCCA), the 
peak umbrella body of all 

Filipino organisations in 
Australia.

“I am proud to be honored 
by an organisation so relent-
lessly dedicated to such 
integral work for our com-
munity. I will be one of 100 
awardees worldwide who 
have been asked to FEMtor 
a	protégée	 so	we	 can	dou-
ble the number of Filipina 
global leaders. With FWn’s 
leadership, I am hoping my 
work will encourage a young 
Filipina to aspire. I intend to 
contribute my own talents 
in building the future of our 
community, femtor next gen-
eration leaders, and partner 
in developing strategies 
on how to include 
Filipina voices in 
global policy and 
decisions being 
made at corpo-
rate tables,” she 
added.

To read full 
version of the 
article, please 
v i s i t :  h t t p : / /
philtimes.com.
au/atty-aida-gar-
cia-named-one-of-
100-most-influential-
filipina-women/

Atty Aida Garcia named one of 100 
Most Influential Filipina Women

BINGHAY & CO

ACCOUNTANT & TAX AGENT

MORTGAGE & FINANCE 
BROKING

Want to get into your first home,  
investment property, consolidate  
your debts or a better rate on your 
existing loan?

Offering a broad range of services for individuals and businesses.  
Affordable, experienced and friendly. Contact us today for a free 
initial consultation.

MIGRATION SERVICES
As a registered migration agent 
we can assist anyone thinking of 
migrating to Australia.

• Family Visas
• Skilled
• Employer Sponsored
• Temporary

• Home Loans
• Residential Investment Loans
• Commercial Property Loans
• Refinance
• Car Loans
• Investment Property Options
• Self-Managed Super Fund Loans
• Loan Protection

Small Business Accounting
• Audit & Specialised Accounting Service
• Business Management Accounting & Advice
• Book-keeping & General Accounting Services

Taxation Services
• Individual, Partnership,  
   Trust, Company, SMSF
• Tax Planning
• Solutions to Tax Problems

11 Dandenong Road East 
Frankston VIC 3199

1/28 Pickett St,  
Footscray VIC 3011

(03) 9770 0066  |  Fax: (03) 9770 0466

PURITA BINGHAY 
0404 495 830
purita@binghayco.com.au

PRINCESS BINGHAY 
0403 301 460

princess@binghayco.com.au

Do all relationship education providers 
and counsellors accept the subsidy?
Only authorised providers on the Stronger 
Relationships Panel can accept the $200 subsidy.

The list of authorised providers can be found at: 
www.dss.gov.au/strongerrelationships

How much will relationship education 
or counselling cost?
The cost will vary depending on the couple’s needs. 

By registering in the trial, couples will receive a 
$200 subsidy towards their relationship education 
or counselling program. However, couples may 
need to make a contribution to the fees for 
the service.

Couples should discuss fees with their chosen 
authorised provider at their first appointment. 

The Stronger Relationships 
trial is open to all couples over 
the age of 18 years in 
a committed relationship.

More information
For more information about  
the Stronger Relationships trial visit: 
www.dss.gov.au/strongerrelationships 

DSS13032.1406

The Stronger  
Relationships 
trial
Helping Australian couples to have happy, healthy  
and mutually satisfying relationships through  
the Stronger Relationships trial

www.dss.gov.au/strongerrelationships 

Atty Aida Garcia (second from right) with FILCCA officers
Atty Aida Garcia
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THAD MANGALINO

The Inner
Game

THE WoMEn of Connect 
City Church (CCC), collec-
tively known as Fascinating 
Women, will hold its annual 
rAdIAnT Women’s Confer-
ence through a formal dinner 
on 19 September 2014, 6pm 
at the Melrose Melbourne 
Conference and Convention 
Centre in Tullamarine. This 
year’s theme is “Strength 
in Wisdom”, a quality that 
makes every woman shine 
and stand out through a 
period of experience and 
continuous learning. 

This year also marks a 
major milestone as rAdI-
AnT enters its 12th year in 
its successful journey.

Started as a formal girls’ 
night out back in 2002, rA-
dIAnT has come a long way 
in shaping women’s inner 
beauty and insight through a 
series of gatherings, events, 
and community outreach 
activities. originally, the 
women of the church, led by 
Pastor Maria Teresa Abadilla, 
held their first assembly 
with the purpose of giving 
women a break and time to 
mingle with each other by 
organising a small formal 
dinner that included a pre-
sentation of the Word of God. 

From that night sprung many 
other activities, including 
the inception of Be AGLoW 
(Be After God’s Loading of 
Wonders), Connect City 
Church’s (CCC) community 
outreach arm, and Frontline 
Foundation, a non-profit 
international aid organisa-
tion founded by Abadilla, 
with the help of the women 
of rAdIAnT and Connect 
City Church.

In every conference, rA-
dIAnT aims to honour and 
inspire the women so that 
they can make a difference 
in the lives of the people 
around them. It will be a 
night filled with fun, friend-
ship, food, activities, and 
encouragement through in-
spirational teachings of the 
Word of God. This year’s 
guest speaker will be the 
head of Connect City Church 
Philippines Senior Pastor 
raquel Sto domingo, an in-
spirational presenter, accom-
plished musician, esteemed 
lecturer of the Scripture, and 
a great woman of God.

“This event is not just 
about us women. We are 
blessed to be a blessing to 
others – our husbands, our 
children, our parents and 
our friends. Therefore, we 
give everyone an oppor-
tunity to be a blessing to 

everyone around them. And 
we do this through rAdI-
AnT’s series of missions,” 
elaborated Abadilla.

The main recipient of the 
2014 rAdIAnT Annual 
Women’s dinner is Frontline 
Foundation.

If you want to be part of 
this wonderful event, please 
contact nida Tablizo at 0431 
304 112 or Faye Samson 
at 0433 376 765. You may 
also visit www.connectici-
tychurch.org or www.front-
linefoundation.org.au.

onE oF the keys to a suc-
cessful life is to have a goal/
dream to strive for. You need 
something that gets you 
fired up and looking for-
ward towards a better tomor-
row.  Yes, many of you have 
been reading for at least the 
last few months a recurring 
theme. That dreams need to 
be claimed, developed and 
to be protected from what 
others call “dream-steal-
ers”—these are the people 
who get threatened about 
your own ambition and self 
drive that they allow their 
own lack of self worth, and 
low self esteem to manifest. 
These dream-stealers are 
the people who say that you 
can’t do it, and question your 
boldness as to why you think 
you can/will achieve your 
goal. The dream-stealers are 
the people who constantly 

doubt 
y o u r 
capabili-
t i e s  a n d secretly 
hope you fail. These types 
of people are everywhere; 
they are disguised as well 
meaning friends, colleagues 
and relatives while some 
unlucky few end up marry-
ing them. 

In my own experience, 
the best way to handle 
dream stealers is to block 
them out of your life.  Just 
like on Facebook, limit their 
profile or better yet un-
friend them in the cyber 
world as well as the real 

Protect your 
dream

world. remember that your 
goals are the most important 
things to you; the person 
that will be impacted mas-
sively is you and no one 
else. If you live a life wor-
rying about what others 
say about you and choose 
to dance to the beat of their 
mediocrity, you lower your 
own standards and deprive 
yourself of your own re-
wards by living up to some-
one else’s low standards. If 
you allow that to happen 
then you have no one else 
to blame but yourself. 

remember that to make 
an omelette, you have to 
crack some eggs. For you 
to achieve your dreams 

you may face chal-
lenges and oppo-

sition on your 
journey, that is a 
given. The good 
news is you are 
still in control. 

You have the 
power to cre-
ate and force 
your ideal out-

come. dream stealers 
in your life can be likened 
to background noise and it’s 
up to you to turn down the 
volume, mute the sound or 
turn them off completely. 
Protect your dreams and 
goals, grind hard and grind 
daily to achieve them. do 
not tell the world what you 
want to do. Show the world. 

until next time. Stay fo-
cused. 

For comments or feedback, 
email thad@firmfocuspt.com

RADIANT 2014 - Honouring 
and inspiring women

Ramil Ventus

The 
Philippine 
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Celebrating 
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Preferred 
partner of 
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A FILIPIno couple em-
ployed by a motel chain in 
country Victoria approached 
Migrante Australia for help 
after their employment was 
unexpectedly terminated in 
July while they were over-
seas.

Myrna and 
rene (not their 
rea l  names) , 
h i r e d  u n d e r 
the S457 visa 
scheme in early 
2013 as a couple 
‘resident Manag-
ers, both worked 
an average of fourteen 
hours a day over six days, 
and sometimes seven days 
a week. Myrna earned only 
the basic ordinary wage for 
40 hours a week and rene 
had no pay at all.

As rene did not receive 
any salary, both had to share 
the wage that Myrna re-
ceived from the company, 
which also caused finan-
cial and personal strain 
in their relationship. rene 
recounted his experience: 
‘our financial situation in 
Australia brought chaos to 
our relationship; only she 
is receiving salary despite 
the two of us working long 
hours daily. I have to solicit 
from her everything I want-
ed to send to my children 
because our employer is not 

giving me my own salary.’
rene approached their 

employer to ask for his own 
wage. His employer said 
that if he wants his own 
pay, it has to be deducted 
from Myrna’s pay to which 
rene did not agree.  rene 

planned to leave the 
hotel and look 
for other em-
ployment.  To 
appease Myrna 

and rene’s frus-
tration, their em-
ployer gave them 
a leave of absence 
which a l lowed 

them to have a holi-
day in the Philippines.  

While Myrna and rene 
were in the Philippines, 
Myrna received an email 
from their employer termi-
nating their employment.

According to Myrna and 
rene, there are other cou-
ples hired by this motel 
company that apparently 
have the same arrange-
ments as they did.  This 
company may be earning 
more by exploiting and 
abusing their workers.

Migrante Australia has 
dealt with various forms 
of abuses by employers of 
workers especially tempo-
rary visa holders. This is 
the first time that Migrante 
has come across this kind 

of abuse - enslaving workers 
with no compensation.

When asked, why they 
remained in the employer 
company for almost seven-
teen months, Myrna and 

rene replied that during 
their first months they were 
paying off their debts so they 
needed to stay.  They were 
also hoping that by bear-
ing their difficult situation, 

their employer will eventu-
ally sponsor them to become 
permanent residents.

Migrante is currently as-
sisting the couple in their 
needs. Migrante is also help-

ing Myrna and rene claim 
remuneration for their un-
paid hours, benefits and 
entitlements denied by the 
employer and seek justice for 
being unjustly terminated.

GO TO FIGHTDEMENTIA.ORG.AU/VIC FOR MORE DETAILS
The National Dementia Helpline and 
Dementia Awareness Month are 
Australian Government initiatives

Dementia and Elder Abuse 
Evening Forum

Cuba Lounge, Park Hyatt

1 Parliament Pl 
East Melbourne VIC 3002 
 
TIME: 5:00pm - 6:30pm  
COST: $85.00 pp

Forum followed by dinner and a presentation 
by Alzheimer’s Australia Vic and the Dementia 
Society of the Philippines. 

MONDAY 
22 SEPTEMBER 2014

RSVP ESSENTIAL BY
MONDAY 15 SEPTEMBER  
    
LIMITED PLACE AVAILABLE
For enquiries or to RSVP call  
Australian Filipino Community  
(03) 9701 3421
Email info@afcs.org.au

COMMUNITY EVENT

The Australian Filipino Community 
Services presents Dementia and Elder 
Abuse forum to showcase the work 
they have achieved in partnership with 
Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria 
and Seniors Rights. The forum will 
address the need to work systematically 
with General Practitioners and health 
professionals to close the gap in 
information provision and referrals to 
services. 

Guests will have the opportunity to 
hear a special presentation from the 
representative of the Dementia Society 
of the Philippines along with Alzheimer’s 
Australia Vic who will present Memory 
Lane CAFE, an example of social support 
for Filipinos living with dementia.

The focus of the forum will be on 
perceptions of dementia in the Filipino 
community, barriers to early diagnosis, 
referral pathways to dementia and 
seniors advocacy services and support.

We will formally welcome members of 
the Dementia Society of the Philippines 
and forge further collaboration to 
support Filipinos ageing in a foreign 
land. 

 Leadership in Quality Dementia Care Support
 EAST MELBOURNE  9.30am - 4pm
 Hilton On The Park, 192 Wellington Parade
Keynote speaker: Dr Adam Gazzaley MD,PhD
Cost: Full $195/ Members $186 (includes morning tea & lunch) 
Bookings:https://register.eventarc.com/22278

 Dementia Information Event   
 HEIDELBERG  9am - 3.30pm
 Warringal Shopping Centre, 56 Burgundy Street
Dementia information stall providing information about community 
supports and other resources about dementia.
Contact: Vincent.Poisson@alzheimers.org.au | 0427 791 863

 24hr Ultimate Treadmill Challenge
 PARK ORCHARDS  12noon 5 Sept - 12noon 6 Sept
 Fitness Energy, Shops 1&2, Hopetoun Road
A community fundraising event. 
Contact: Fitness Energy (03) 9876 6800
info@ultimatetreamillchallenge.com

 Information about dementia
 IVANHOE  11am - 12pm
 Mount’s Pharmacy, 135 Upper Heidelberg Road
An information session which aims to educate and develop an 
understanding of dementia.
Contact: Mount’s Pharmacy (03) 9497 4391

 ‘’Amigos para Siempre’’ Friends for Life 
 DOVETON  10.30am - 2.30pm  Light refreshments.
 Dove Hall, 78 Power Road (cnr Photinia Street) 
Spanish-speaking, Filipinos and Australians celebrate great 
memories of friendship. Interpreters available on request. 
RSVP/Enquiries: Australian Filipino Community Services
Norminda (03) 9701 3421 | info@afcs.org.au

VICTORIAN CALENDAR

PUBLIC LECTURE

Alzheimer’s Australia has a vision to develop dementia-friendly 
communities and organisations in Australia to reduce the 
stigma and social isolation associated with a diagnosis of 
dementia. The essence of dementia-friendly communities is to 
engage people with dementia in everyday life. People with 
disabilities have insisted on societies being inclusive and so 
should people with dementia.

Dementia-friendly concepts 
and communities

THURSDAY 18 SEPTEMBER
Melbourne City Conference Centre
333 Swanston Street, Melbourne
10:00am Registration | 10:30am – 12noon Lecture

Cost
Free for members
$15 for non-members 
incl BONUS membership until June 30, 2015

Presented by Steve Milton

Steve Milton is one of three directors of Innovations 
in Dementia, a not-for-profit community interest 
company in the UK. Innovations in Dementia work 
with people with dementia, partner organisations 
and professionals to develop and test projects that 
enhance the lives of people with dementia. 

This event and Dementia Awareness Month are supported by the Australian Government

Bookings close Friday 12 September 
Register online: https://publiclecture.eventarc.com/24975
Contact email: dementiaawareness.vic@alzheimers.org.au

 SILENT MEMORIES Stories of Migrants
 FOOTSCRAY 11am - 3pm
 Footscray Community Arts Centre, 
Silent Memories is an ongoing project of still images and video 
interviews about the lives of migrants living with dementia.
Online bookings: https://register.eventarc.com/24910
Enquiries: Daniela Rodriguez  0432 589 558
danni.rodriguez@gmail.com

 PUBLIC LECTURE
 Dementia-friendly concepts and communities
 See details above

 Flinders Street Station with NOVA FM 
 MELBOURNE  8am - 5pm
 Flinders Street Station, Cnr Swanston and Flinders Sts
 Come and join us as we raise awareness of dementia.
 Prizes, giveaways, tips on reducing your risk of dementia.

 World Alzheimer’s Day 

 
 In the Neighbourhood Friends Matter
 SUNSHINE  10.30am - 2pm  
 Hope of Life Community Church, 8 Watt St (Cnr Corio St),  
Vietnamese and Filipino. Community storytelling. 
Free multicultural lunch provided. 
Interpreters available on request. 
RSVP/Enquiries:  Australian Filipino Community Services
Norminda (03) 9701 3421 | info@afcs.org.au

SEPTEMBER DEMENTIA AWARENESS MONTH
METROPOLITAN ACTIVITIES

02 17

18

19

21

24

05

05

12

17

For more information
call 9816 5780
email dementiaawareness.vic@alzheimers.org.au

go to fightdementia.org.au/vic for more details
The National Dementia Helpline and 
Dementia Awareness Month are 
Australian Government initiatives

Australian Filipino Community 
Services in partnership with 
Alzheimer’s Australia Vic invite 
you to a wonderful opportunity 
for Spanish-speaking seniors, 
Filipinos and Australians to gather 
to celebrate great memories 
of friendship and discuss brain 
health. 

Free tapas and empanada!  

Be sure to come along and  
join us for a great day.

Interpreters will be provided  
upon request.

‘Amigos para Siempre’
Friends for Life!

The Dove Seniors Wellbeing Centre
78 Power Street, Doveton VIC

TIMe: 11:00am 

WeDNesDay 
17 sepTeMber 2014

rsvp  
WeDNesDay 10 sepTeMber      
bOOKINGs esseNTIaL:  
For enquiries or to RSVP call 
Australian Filipino Community Services  
(03) 9701 3421

Email info@afcs.org.au

cOMMuNITy eveNT

Supported by Southern Migrant & Refugee Centre, Ventana 
Hispana, Monash Health and the Alfred Hospital

go to fightdementia.org.au/vic for more details
The National Dementia Helpline and 
Dementia Awareness Month are 
Australian Government initiatives

Australian Filipino Community 
Services, in partnership with 
Alzheimer’s Australia Vic and 
Filipino, Vietnamese and Karen 
communities in Baptist Churches 
invite you to celebrate friendship 
with them as they talk about 
brain health with a presentation 
of the Your Brain Matters  
program. 

Diverse members of the 
community are welcome 

FREE multicultural lunch 
provided 

Interpreters available upon 
request.

‘In The Neighbourhood’
Friends Matter

 
Hope of Life  
Community Church
8 Watt Street  
(Cnr Corio Street) 
Sunshine VIC 

TIME: 11:00am

WEDNEsDay 
24 sEpTEMbER 2014

Rsvp
WEDNEsDay 17 
sEpTEMbER      
bOOKINGs EssENTIaL  
For enquiries or to RSVP call  
Australian Filipino Community (03) 9701 3421

Email info@afcs.org.au

cOMMuNITy EvENT

Hire one, get another worker free
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Accommodation - 
Australia

ROOM 
aCCOMMODaTION
Contact:   ELY
Address: Avondale Heights 

(Melbourne)
Mobile  0412 333 314
Fully-furnished room with own bath-
room and toilet  located in  Avondale 
Heights.  100%  privacy with own 
entrance. $150.00 per week with no 
bills.  Filipinos only. 

Accommodation - 
Philippines

BaLIKBaYaN 
aCCOMMODaTION
Contact:  J-Mark Rodriguez
Address: GMA-Kamuning 

corner Edsa, Quezon 
City

Phone  (03) 8383 7832
Mobile 0413 577 786
  0412 201 784
Email:  jeumerc@yahoo.com /   

      jeumerc@gmail.com
FOR RENT: 3  bedroom loft type 
(sleeps  6 max) /short - long stay/
fully furnished/free use of amenities/
Own access to MRT station/MRT ride 
to nearby major malls. $50  per night. 
Check in Time: 2:00PM / Check out 
Time: 12 NN.

Accountants, 
Auditors & Tax 

Agents
BINGHaY & CO P/L
Contact: Purita Binghay

11 Dandenong Road East, 
Frankston, VIC 3199

Phone (03) 9770 0066
Fax   (03) 9770 0466
Email: purita@binghayco.com.au

JY aCCOUNTING 
SERvICES
Contact:  Josie Young

15 Clover Close, Berwick,  
VIC 3806

Other Branches: Berwick,  
Melton and Trafalgar 

Mobile 0435 353 061
Email: jsyoung@internode.on.net

Personal (Rental/CGT) & Business Tax 
(GST/ABN).

MaBaG 
aCCOUNTING 
aND TaxaTION 
SERvICES
Contact: Manuel Mabag, 

FIPA, M.Comm

14 Bendemere Rise, 
Langwarrin, VIC 3910

Ph/Fax (03) 9789 9119
Mobile 0438 789 911
E-mail: mbmabag@bigpond.com
Public Accountant and Registered Tax 
Agent. Individual, Business & Invest-
ment Tax Returns, BAS. We come to 
you for your convenience. 

Contact: Morning Grace 
Rodriguez(Educator)

Truganina & Hoppers 
Crossing 3029

Phone (03)83837832 
Mobile  0413577786
Website:www.childrenina.com.au
Flexible Services offered :FULL TIME/
PART TIME CARE, BEFORE/AFTER 
SCHOOL CARE, SCHOOL DROP OFF & 
PICK UP, CASUAL/WEEKEND/EMER-
GENCY/SCHOOL HOLIDAY CARE
Early Start Care / Finish late (Flexible 
time with prior enrollment/arrange-
ment)

Computer Services

G’S IT COMPUTER 
REPaIRS
Contact: Gerardo Visperas
Mobile 0433 655 193
CompTIA A+Certified Professional IT 
Technician, Microsoft Certified System 
Engineer. Computer expert for all your 
computer problems. Services: Virus/
Spyware Removal, Hardware Upra-
grades, Data Recovery-Internet Security, 
Build Computer According to your Speci-
fication, All you computer needs. 

aaRON’S 
COMPUTER 
SERvICES
PC Repairs and Upgrades / Hardware 
and Software Installations 
PC Reformat / Assembly of new com-
puter that suits your budget
+ Bonus Music and Movies for your 
PC if you’re interested.
Contact: 
Aaron 0433 076 276 
for a free consultation.
“Your local Filipino computer expert.”

Dentists

2 0 0 7

W
es

te
rn

  D
ental  Care  Pty  Ltd

W
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.

WESTERN DENTaL 
CaRE PTY. LTD.
Contact: Dr. Nenita  

Evangelista-Lalin

204-206 Station Road Deer 
Park, VIC 3023

Phone (03) 9361 2166
      (03) 9363 7772
Fax  (03) 9363 7872
Mobile 0403 717 820
If you need fillings, tooth extractions, 
dentures, teeth cleaning, teeth whitening.

Discount Beds & 
Furniture

MELBOURNE 
BEDDINGS aND 
FURNITURES 
Contact: Bill/Chris/Vicky
Shops  61 and 68,  

Footscray Market 
Hopkins Street,  
Footscray,  VIC  3011

Phone (03) 9481 2628
Vicky 0425 804 948
Chris 0430 105 295
We sell all sorts and sizes of mattresses 
and furnitures at discount and factory 
prices. Friendly service.

Dance Instructors/ 
Choreographers

aUDIOSOUL
Contact: TET OR MANNY
Phone
   Manny (03) 8390 1118
Mobile 
   Tet  0431 813 311
Email: audiosoulinfo@gmail.com
Website:www.audiosoulhouseof-

music.com
Providing Quality Sound and Lighting 
Systems and DJ Services (of any 
generation) for AllOccasions.

CHEMIxTRY MOBILE
Contact: DJ Dan
Mobile  0415 199 898
Email: chemixtrymobile@yahoo.

com.au or pinoydjmelbourne@
yahoo.com.au.

Affordable DJ hire in Melbourne!
Chemixtry Mobile provides music, 
lighting and projection equipment 
with affordable DJ hire. It specialises 
in birthdays, weddings, christenings, 
dinner dances and other parties.

 

KaYUMaNGGI 
ENTERTaINMENT
DJ Pogz (Gary Cajili) and
DJ Awie (Aldwin Cajili)
Contact: Gary Cajili

Mobile  0431489198
Phone  97992327
Email: gcajili@optusnet.com.au
Party DJ for all your occasions; birth-
days, engagement, weddings, special 
events and corporate functions.
We cater to any music styles you may 
need with our quality sound and
lighting and we will make your event a 
huge success.
 

 

L&J MOBILE DISCO
Contact: DeejayJoe Vibal
Mobile 0431 819 312
Email: djjoe01@yahoo.com
DJ Joe specialises in commercial RnB, 
Old school hip-hop, House, Top chart 
hits, and Retro. 

MDIEZ SOUND N 
MOTION
Contact: MELVIN / LALAINE

Phone (03) 9799 7386
Mobile 0455 277 793  

0458 464 640
Email: panong_gwapo15@yahoo.com
Social ballroom dance instructor / 
choreographer / disc jockey

MLv aCCOUNTING
Contact:  Michael Venezuela 

CPA
PO Box 2949,  Rowvillle,  

VIC  3178
Phone 03 9759 5075
Mobile 0412 329 378                                             
Email:  michael_venezuela@yahoo.

com.au
Registered tax agent.  Qualified Ac-
countant – CPA Australia
UP Diliman – BS Business Administra-
tion & Accountancy
All  accounting and taxation services.
WE COME TO YOU.  By appoint-
ment only.

MY JOB IS YOUR 
aCCOUNTS
Contact: Gemma Lim Cruz  

BBus, IPA, NTAA, TAX 
and ASIC agent 

P.O. BOX 392, Werribee Vic 
3030

Phone   (03) 9748 2740
Fax   (03) 9748 9193
Mobile   0433 854 650
E:  gemma@myjobisyouraccounts.

com.au
Accounting /taxation/ bookkeeping /
leasing /Business ASIC Compliance/
superannuation/general insurance/
business valuation/workcover

Auto Mechanical 
Repairs

SPOT ON TYRES 
aND aUTO
Contact: Efren Callos
10 Berkshire Road, 

Sunshine, vIC 3020
Phone  (03) 9311 4838 
Mobile  0422 830 992
New and Used Tyres, Repairs and 
Services.

Bakeries  

JaSMINE’S BREaD 
aND CaKES
Contact: Cora or Joyce
19 Chiswick Crescent 

Derrimut, VIC 3030 
Cora 0433 801 532
Joyce  0433 776 720
Landline 03 9361 2401
Phone (03) 9361 2401
Mobile 0433 776 720
We make Filipino bread, hopia, siopao, 
special ensaymada, pandesal and 
many more. We also accept made-to-
order cakes for all occasions.

MaSaRaP BaKERY 
aND aSIaN 
GROCERY
Contact: Julie or Vince
178 Churchill Avenue, 

Braybrook, VIC 3019
Phone (03) 9311 1096
Phone 0414 528 983 
For specialty Filipino bakery products: 
Pan de sal/pan de coco/ensaymada/
hopia/ monay and lots more.

Bakeries and
Take-away

JOLLY B’S BaKERY 
& TaKEaWaY
Contact: Peter/Carina/Alex
123 Lower Dandenong  

RoadMentone, vIC  3194
Phone (03)  9585 7002
Mobile  0407 958 442
Special pandesal, ensaymada, Span-
ish bread-ube, etc./special longganisa 
- tocino/Filipino culinary dishes - ca-
tering/Asian groceries/delivery 

Blinds and Curtains

LUxCEL BLINDS
Contact:  Jenny  or Doreen
Factory and Showroom

13  Waigani Avenue
Deer Park, VIC  3023
Phone (03) 8390 1121
Fax (03) 8390 1158
Email:  info@luxcel.com.au
Web:  www.luxcel.com.au
All types of blinds/Roller and Plantation 
Binds Security Doors/Free Measure 
and Quotes

Cakes

PINOY KEYK 
KLaSIKS
Contact:  Dino
6  Wordsworth Place
Delahey, VIC  3037
Mobile   0433 604 394 

0439 038 794
Facebook:  Pinoy Keyk Klasiks
Home-based baking business by a 
self-taught Pinoy in Delahey, Vic.
Our bestsellers include: Ube maca-
puno cake, Buko pandan, Dulce de 
leche, pistachio and toblerone sans 
rival, and seasonal cakes such as 
mango and avocado.
Our product is anchored in our aim 
“to let our sweet Pinoy home-baked
classics bring us back home”.

Cars - New and Used

WESTSIDE HONDa
Contact: Frankie Pastrana, Jr.
2–6  Heaths Road, Hoppers 

Crossing  Vic  3029
Mobile   0422 536 007
Email: frankjnr04@gmail.com
SPECIALISES IN NEW AND USED 
CARS. FINANCE AVAILABLE.

Child Care 
Services

CHILDRENINa 
FaMILY DaY CaRE

 

**MR. DJ** 

 

Affordable DJ SOUND 
AND LIGHTS HIRE for 
BIRTHDAY, WEDDING,  ANNIVERSARY,  FUND 
RAISING, DINNER DANCE  PARTIES ( ALL 
OCCASIONS ) 
 

MR. DJ& Pa SOUND 
HIRE
Contact: Roel or Bing Macam

Mobile 0433 924 953  
0423 189 353

Email:  roelmcm@yahoo.com.au
Affordable price for all party occasions. 
We also sell beauty products: (1) 
Miracle Wonder Healing. All natural, 
no chemicals, all herbal. (2) Kojic 
Soap-Whitening, anti-aging, remove 
dark black spots all over the body.

Door-to-Door Sea 
&/or Air Freight 

Services

DAUSAN  
INTERNATIONAL  

Phone : (03) 97997624 
               (03) 97042876 
Mob : 0490 065 745 
Contact : John / Ramon 
 

Door to Door to Phils. Air & Sea 
Reverse Cargo – Phils to Aust 
Relocation / Lipat bahay 
Parcel, Large Cargo - Worldwide 

DaUSaN 
INTERNaTIONaL 
FREIGHT 
FORWaRDER
Contact:  John/Arlene 

Phone (03) 9799 7624 
    (03) 9704 2876 
Mobile  0490 065 745
Fast, Reliable, Dedicated Doorto Door 
Balikbayan Boxes to Philippines
Servicing Filipino community for more 
than 20 years.

LBC HaRI NG 
PaDaLa
Unit 4, 51-53 Westwood 

Drive, Ravenhall 
  Vic 3023
Phone 1800 522 0000
Sea freight / Air Freight / Money Remit-
tance Services.

Driving Schools

MOONLIGHT  
DRIvING SCHOOL 
Contact:  Leo or Lolit
Ph/Fax   (03) 9305 4896
Leo:  0401 739 802 
Lolit:  0411 969 332  
Keys2drive Accredited Driving 
Instructor
(Log to keys2drive.com.au for a Free 
Lesson)
Email: moonlight_driving@bigpond.

com
Email: lolitaadsl@dodo.com.au 
ADTAV member since 1990
-Accredited Driver Trainer 
-Over 23 years experienced 
-Best technique in reverse parallel 
parking. 
-Western and Northern Suburbs. 

 

RED Driving Academy
Contact: Rachael
Mobile  0433 722 323
Email: reddrivingacademy@gmail. com
FEMALE INSTRUCTOR
AUTO / MANUAL
WESTERN SUBURBS
PACKAGES AVAILABLE

R.M.M. DRIvING 
SCHOOL 
Gov’t Accredited Cert. III & IV 

Contact: Rowen Maranan
P.O. Box 1055, Preston, VIC 

3072 
Phone  (03) 9449 5779
Mobile  0414 959 224

Electrical 
Contractors

ODIP ELECTRICS
R.E.C. 17898
Contact: Alfredo Artuz - 

Electrical Contractor

Phone   (03) 9366 8486
Mobile   0401 732 938
Email: odipelectrics@hotmail.com
All electrical installations:
Safety certificate / Satellite TV, TFC & 
Christian channel / Digital antennae / 
TV points / Audio\video intercon / Ov-
ens, stoves, hot water / Home theater 
/ Testing and tagging, Split system air 
conditioning / Switchboard upgrades / 
Domestic Electrical Services preferred. 
Free Quotations.”

UNIvERSaL POWER 
SERvICES 
R.E.C. 19845
Contact:  Frank and Chris
1  Elva Court, Braybrook  

VIC  3012
Phone (03) 9311 5901
Mobile 0414 344 969
Email:  frank@universalpower.

com.au
Web:  www.universalpower.com.au
New Homes / Extensions / Renova-
tions / Service Breakdowns /
Safety Switches / Switchboard  
changeovers / Security Cameras and 
Home Alarms

Entertainment
Services

LIZ HONEY 
PROMOTIONS & 
ENTERTaINMENT
Contact: Liz or Mike
16 Marriot Road, Keilor 

Downs, VIC 3038
Ph/Fax  (03) 9367 7438
Mobile  0412 191 577
Email:  info@lizhoney.com
Web:  http://www.lizhoney.com
Liz Honey Promotions & Entertainment 
– giving opportunities to young people.

Grocery Stores

aMELIa’S vaRIETY 
STORE & aSIaN 
GROCERY
Contact: Amelia
9/161-163 Railway Avenue, 

Laverton,  VIC 3028
Phone (03) 9369 2393
Fax  (03) 9369 2393
Mobile 0434 980 586
Email:  amycas_52@yahoo.com.au
Door-to-door Sea Cargo and Money 
Remittance /Phone Cards / Video Hire/ 
Clothes & Bags

aNCHING aND 

aLEGRING’S 
aSIaMaRT
Contact:  Joy or Dennis
SHOP 16, Stables Shopping 

Centre, 314-360 Childs 
Road, Mill Park, VIC  3082

Phone  (03) 9404 5584
Mobile 0406 602 688
Filipino-Asian products – dry and 
frozen / take-away food / prepaid 
phone cards/ LBC Boxes

QUIAPOQUIAPOQUIAPO
Angel  sa

ASIAN-FILIPINO GROCERY

Angel  sa

Call Chona
Ph: 03 9746 9193  Mob 044 978 1139  

Email: angelquiapo@aol.com.au

48 Wilson Rd, Melton South, Vic 3338

aNGEL Sa QUIaPO
Contact: Chona
48 Wilson Road, Melton 

South, VIC 3338
Phone (03) 9746 9193
Mobile 0449 781 139
Email: angelquiapo@aol.com.au
Web: www.angelquiapo.com.au
Asian Filipino Grocery/Money Remit-
tance/Phonecards/TFC subscription/
Balikbayan Boxes/Tagalog DVDs/
Frozen-Dry Goods.

aSIaN-OZ 
GROCERIES
Contact: Jovita Stevens
35 Michel Street, 

Shepparton, VIC 3630
Phone (03) 5831 6586 
Fax  (03) 5821 1004    
Mobile 0439 632 949
Email: jovie_stevens@yahoo.com
Door-to-door Money Remittance – Sea 
Cargo / Phone Cards / Cosmetics / 
Aloe Vera Products

GRaECION 
FILIPINO aND 
aSIaN GROCERIES
Contact:  Cion or Graeme
56 Spring Square, Hallam  

Vic 3803
Ph/Fax (03) 9796 4289
Mobile 0416 140 705 
Email:  graecion@hotmail.com
Magnolia Ice Cream Outlet/Door to 
door money transfer
Air/sea cargo/ Prepaid phonecards/ 
Filipino movies for hire.
OPEN 7 DAYS. CLOSED ON ALL 
PUBLIC HOLIDAYS.
TRADING HOURS:  
MON TO FRI:  10:30 AM TO 6 PM
SAT:  10AM TO 6 PM
SUN:  11 AM TO 5 PM

INDaY FILIPINO 
aSIaN STORE
Contact:  Stella Plotek
Shop 121,  Footscray 

Market, Hopkins Street 
Footscray, VIC  

Phone  (03) 9689 0188
The BIGGEST  Filipino Discount Store 
in the Western Suburbs since 1977.
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.

KaBSaT vaRIETY 
STORE
Contact: Josie Sotelo
Shop 3, 167/179 Shaws  

Road
Werribee, VIC  3030
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Phone (03) 9974 2795
Mobile 0430 387 989
Email:  kabsatvarietystore@gmail.

com
Filipino/Asian Products/Whitening 
products (glutathione)
Foodwarmers/Gel, Balikbayan Boxes/ 
Money Remittance
Phonecards/Proper ty agent (Phil)/ 
European cookware/Health-Beauty 
Products 

MaNILa IN 
FOOTSCRaY
Contact: Vivian
Shop 14, 119 Hopkins St, 

Footscray, VIC 3011 
(Leeds St entrance)

Phone (03) 9689 7237
Fax  (03) 9689 3800
Mobile 0423 224 224
Welars Express Money Remittance /
Door-to-door Cargo / Prepaid Phone-
cards / DVD Movies for sale.

MaNILEÑa FILIPINO 
aSIaN GROCERY
Contact:  Shirley  Rivera
391 Chandler Road, 

Keysborough, VIC 3173
Phone (03) 9798 5389
Mobile 0419 674 339
Email: lolaheart12@yahoo.com
Door-to-door cargo/money remit-
tance/phonecards/bags/shoes/
clothes/wide range of Asian products.

MaSaGaNa 
FILIPINO aSIaN 
GROCERIES
Contact: Terry or Boy
Shop 12 / 159 Boronia Rd 

Boronia, VIC 3155
Dandenong Branch: 

Dandenong 
Hub, Shop 15b,                                             
15-23 Langhorne Street 
Dandenong  Vic  3175 

Phone (03) 9762 2123
 (03) 8774 0043
Mobile 0413 844 146
Email: lapines@optusnet.com.au
Large range of Filipino - Asian goods 
and seafoods. Door-to-door Cargo and 
Money Remittance. Prepaid Phone-
cards. Under new management.

MELLY’S aSIaN 
GROCERIES
Contact: Melly
Shop 43, Hampton Park 

Shopping Square, 
Somerville Road, 
Hampton Park, VIC 3976

Ph/Fax   (03) 9799 2565
Money Remittance, Sea cargo Ser-
vices, Filipino Movies VHS/VCD Hire, 
VCD Karaoke Hire/Sales, Phonecards.

MIGUEL’S 
aSIaN FOOD & 
GROCERIES
Contact: Dominic 
Phone (03)9318 8247
Mobile 0434 116 615
Shop 23, 63-67 Little 

Saigon Market Nicholson 
Street, Footscray, VIC 
3011

We sell a wide variety of Pilipino and 
other Asian foods.
Everyone is welcome. Friendly service.
MONEY REMITTANCE AND BALIK-
BAYAN BOXES
Trading Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm; 
Sat-Sun: 10am to 6pm

NIPaHUT CORNER
Contact:  JEN   OR RAHUL
440 Sydney Road 

Brunswick, VIC  3056
Phone (03) 9381 0433
Mobile  0433 666 306
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.                           
Selling Filipino and Asian Products.
Door to Door Cargo and Money Remit-
tance. FREE PARKING AT THE BACK.
We also sell traditional bags, wallets 
and clothing.

 

PHIL-aUST FOOD
Contact: Cynthia Millar

13 NICHOLS DRIVE
MORNINGTON, VIC 3931

Phone      03 5976 8025
Mobile     0418 986 386
Email: info@phil-austfood.com.au
Web: www.phil-austfood.com.au
We provide money remittance services 
such as Pickup ie. from BDO, Mlhuillier, 
Cebuanna and other partners, Bank to 
Bank and Door to Door delivery. Pick up 
your Balikbayan boxes from us if you 
are located in the Mornington Peninsula, 
Melbourne or surrounding suburb. Avail 
of our wholesale Filipino grocery for 
your shops which are palletised and 
transported for you from the main NSW 
warehouse. 
PINOY TaYO aSIaN 
GROCERIES 
Contact: Grace
Shop 6, Craigieburn Plaza 

and Shop C0012, 
Craigieburn Central, 
Craigieburn Road,            
VIC 3064

Phone (03) 8339 7439
Mobile 0413 996 887 
Open 7 days / wide variety of Fil-
Asian products / cheaper prices / 
quality service.

QUIaPO aUSTRaLaSIa 
PTY LTD
168 Churchill Avenue,  

Braybrook, VIC  3019
Contact:  Lita / Bong

Phone (03) 9311 0992
Fax  (03) 9311 4876
Wholesaler / Retailer / Importer of 
Philippine Food  Products / Money Re-
mittance / Door-to-Door Cargo / Selling 
Orocon plastic containers / Others

RIa FILIPINO 
GROCERIES 
Contact:  RIA AND JUN
Shop 6 , Victoria Square
Elaine Street, St. Albans 

VIC 3021 
Ph/Fax  (03) 9367 2557
Ria   0431 087 528
Jun   0433 800 454
Trading Hours:  9:30 a.m.  to 6:30 p.m.
                             Monday to Sunday
SERVICES:  Selling Asian and Filipino 
products, phone cards, Door to door 
cargo and money remittance, beauty 
products, DVD  Filipino movies and 
music.  Quality service with a smile.

SaRI-SaRI FILIPINO 
& aSIaN GROCERIES
26A Webb Street Narre 

Warren, VIC 3805
Phone   (03) 9796 0880
Fax  (03) 9703 1621
Mobile  0430 207899
Email: sallymanaog102@gmail.com
International Money Transfer Agent.
Business hours: Mon.-Sat.: 

10:30am-6:30pm; Sunday: 
11am-5pm

Groceries and 
Take-away Foods

HaPPY HUT PTY LTD
Contact:  Ligaya Binuya – 
   0405 101 320
Amador Binuya – 

     0433 917 511
Phone (03) 8390 4212
85 – 87 Oakwood Road,  

Albanvale, VIC  3021  
(near Brimbank Central Shopping 
Centre)
Fish & Chips, take-away food, Filipino 
and Asian Grocery, Phone recharge, 
phonecards.

Hair & Make-up 
Artists

LITO MaNaNDIC 
HaIR aND  MaKE-
UP aRTIST
Reg. No. B1802613K
Contact:  LITO
49 JANINE ROAD, 

SPRINGVALE SOUTH  
VIC 3172

Mobile:   0402 775 939
Email: litohair.makeup@gmail.com, 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.   SERVICES:  
Haircut (Men & Women), full colour-
ing, foil and highlights,  perm (short 
and spiral),  hair bonding, hair ups 
and wash and blow wave, make up 
(formal and bridal), and hair treatment 
massage.

           Lechon

aMaLIa’S LECHON 
CEBU P/L
SPECIALISING IN FILIPINO                              
AUTHENTIC SPIT ROAST PIG
Contact:  Alex and Amie
Factory 35, 12-20 James 

Court, Tottenham, VIC 
3012 (Mel Ref. 41A4)

Phone (03) 9314 0858
Mobile 0434 143 129
      0401 209 540
The Original and the One and only 
LECHON CEBU in MELBOURNE
Proven Delicious….Once tasted, 
always wanted!
Ito lang ang tunay na malasa at totoong 
LECHON CEBU….PIT SENYOR!

Locksmiths
BRIMBaNK 
COMMUNITY 
MaRKET 
LOCKSMITHS aND 
SECURITY DOORS
614 Ballarat Road, Ardeer  

VIC  3022
Contact Tom or Gil

Mobile 0413 481 442
  0433 758 000
All Locks Opened / Installed / Repaired 
/ Rekey & Master Key System / Supply 
& Installation of Security Doors

Money Remittance
&/or Freight

Services

GLOBaL CaSH 
REMIT
Contact:  Bryant or Josie
Shop 4, 1-3 Princess Street
St. Albans  VIC  3021
Phone (03) 9313 7456
 1800 988 185
Mobile 0422 322 246
Email: admin@globalcashremit.com.au
Web:  www.globalcashremit.com.au
MONEY REMITTANCE AND MONEY 
EXCHANGE..  LOW IN FEES, HIGH 
IN RATES!!!
SEND MONEY TO LOVED ONES IN 
MINUTES.  VISIT US, CALL OR SEND 
MONEY ONLINE!!

LBC MONEY 
REMITTaNCE
Unit 4, 51-53 Westwood 

Drive, Ravenhall, 
  VIC 3023
Hotline 1800 522 0000
Phone (03) 8348 5766
Mobile 0414 748 427
Web: www.lbcexpress.com

PHIL ExPRESS 
REMITTaNCE 
aUSTRaLIa PTY LTD
Contact:   Eduard

Phone (03) 9307 9478
          1300 795 798
Email: remit@philexpress.com.au
Web:  www.philexpress.com.au
PERA PADALA.  SEND YOUR MONEY 
FAST AND SECURE.
Your most reliable way to send money 
to the Philippines.
Credit to account. Cash door to door.  
Cash pick up.

Natural Beauty

vICTORIaSSEaCRET
Contact: Maria Victoria 

Issa, Independent 
Seacret Agent

7  Sylvan Way,  
Campbellfield  Vic  3061

Mobile 0451 434 609
Email: victoriapressnel@gmail.com
Web:  www.seacretdirect.com
Natural Skin care products from the 
Dead Sea, Israel.  Free Trial Products.  
90-days  back guarantee. Look 10 
years younger.

Philippine Gov’t
Offices

PHILIPPINE 
EMBaSSY
H.E. Belen Anota, 

Ambassador
P.O. Box 3297, Manuka 

Canberra, ACT 2603

Phone (02) 6273 2535
Fax   (02) 6273 3984
Email: embaphil@iaccess.com.au

PHILIPPINE 
CONSULaTE (NSW)
Level 1, Philippine Center, 

27 Wentworth Avenue, 
Sydney, NSW 2001

Phone (02) 9262 7377
Fax  (02) 9262 7355
Mobile  0415 426 400
Email: contact@philippineconsulate.

com.au
Web: www.philippineconsulate.com.au 

PHILIPPINE 
CONSULaTE (vIC)
Ms Virginia Kalong
Suite 1205, St Kilda 

Towers, 1 Queens Road, 
Melbourne, VIC

Phone (03) 9863 7885
Fax   (03) 9863 7884
Email: info@philconsulate.com.au
Web: www.philconsulate.com.au
Mondays and Fridays. 10:00am 
to 4:00pm. Thursdays by appoint-
ment only.

PHILIPPINE 
CONSULaTE (QLD)
Mr. Alan Grummitt

126 Wickham St, Fortitude 
Valley, QLD 4006

Phone (07) 3252 8215
Fax  (07) 3252 8240

PHILIPPINE 
CONSULaTE (TaS.)
Mr Paul J. Green, Honorary 

Consul General
GPO Box 1231 M, Hobart, 

TAS 7000
Phone (03) 6230 4000
Fax   (03) 6231 1986

PHIL DEPT OF 
TOURISM
Level 1, Philippine Center, 

27-33 Wentworth 
Avenue, Sydney, NSW 
2000

Phone (02) 9283 0711
Fax   (02) 9283 0755
Email: ptsydney@ozemail.com.au
Web: www.tourism.gov.ph

PHILIPPINE TRaDE 
aND INvESTMENT 
CENTER 
Level 1, Philippine Center, 

27 Wentworth Avenue, 
Sydney, NSW 2001

Phone (02) 9283 7300
Fax   (02) 9283 8011
Email: dtisydney@one.net.au

Printers & 
Graphic Designers

FILCOM 
PUBLISHING P/L
Contact: George

Mobile  0411 566 885
Email: publisher@philtimes.com
Website: ggoryopictures.com
Specialising in digital photography, 
design of business forms, logos, 
booklets, souvenir programmes, 
magazines, flyers, etc.  

Radio Stations
3ZZZ 92.3 FM
Melbourne, VIC
Contact: Chito Javier

Phone (03) 9415 1923
      (03) 9415 1926
Email: radyopilipino@yahoogroups.com
Wednesdays 3:00 PM to 4:00PM, 
Fridays 7:00 AM to 8:00 AM, Sundays 
11:00 PM - 12:00 Midnight

CPCa RaDIO 
PROGRaM
Melbourne, 3SER 97.7 FM
Mondays 11.00 AM to 12.00PM

GEELONG RaDIO 
94.7FM - FILIPINO 
PROGRaM
Geelong, VIC
Thursdays 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Contact: Aspie Burns
Phone  (03) 5221 7144

RaDYO KaBaYaN
Melbourne, 855 Khz AM
Wednesdays 7:00 to 7:30 pm
Contact: Maria Selga, 

Program Convenor

Phone 0408 766 890
Fax    (03) 9663 2874

WOWFM - SYDNEY
Tuesdays 7:00 to 9:00pm
Web: www.wr.com.au/bjs/wow.htm

Real Estate

RaINE & HORNE 
ESTaTE aGENTS
Contact: Sonny Castillo, 

Sales Manager

Point Cook, Vic 3030
Mobile:  0419 330 801
Email: sonny.castillo@rh.com.au
Web:  rh.com.au/pointcook
Thinking of Selling, Buying or Leasing  
your property?
Allow me to help you first with an 
Obligation Free Market & Rental Ap-
praisal. CALL ME NOW!

REMax PROPERTY 
SPECIaLISTS
Contact:  Ben Respicio 

Director/CEA REIV

Mobile 0412 335 077
Email:   benr@remax.com.au

Restaurants,
Take-away Shops

and Grocery Stores

CLaIRE’S FOOD 
HOUSE
Contact:  Claire or Mary
Shop 5/550 Mahoneys Rd, 

Campbellfield, VIC  3061
Phone  (03) 9359 0802   
Mobile 0409 092 556
Services offered: take-away Filipino 
cuisine, Filipino groceries, money 
remittance, door-to-door boxes,         
calling cards.

JaSMINE’S CaFÉ 
aND RESTaURaNT
Contact: Cora or Bless
Shop 2 / 85  Mt. Derrimut  

Road, Deer Park  Vic
Phone   (03) 8358 4834
Mobile 
Bless  0413 690 939 
Cora  0433-801-532
Takeaway and dine in.  We accept 
catering.  Specialises in yummy 
Filipino and Australian cuisine. Trading 
Hours:  8:00 AM - 8:00 PM -  Monday 
to Sunday

Filipino Restaurant and Asian Groceries

Cairnlea Town Centre, Shop 21-23
100 Furlong Rd, Cairnlea Vic 3023

Restaurant: (03) 8390 1346
Groceries: (03) 8358 5600

TAKE-AWAY - ASIAN GROCERIES - CATERING

To Dine In / Hold Function: Booking is Essential
For our Catering Services please call Jocelyn

We Cater for all Occasions

Shop 5/49 Synnot Street
Werribee Vic 3030

Ph: (03) 9371 7140
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KaBaYaN FILIPINO 
RESTaURaNT aND 
aSIaN GROCERY
Contact: Jocelyn / Ding
Shop 21-23/100  Furlong 

Road, Cairnlea Shopping 
Centre, Cairnlea, VIC  3023

Shop 5/49 Synnot Street, 
Werribee, VIC 3030  

Phone (03) 8390 1346
     (03) 8358 5600
    (03) 9731 7140
Mobile  0425 842 883 
Catering/Take-away food/Door-to-door 
Cargo & Money Remittance/Phone 
Cards Available.

LaSaNG PINOY
THE FILIPINO 
CUISINE
Contact:  JOSEPHINE or 

RAUL
Shop 12,  Elaine Street 

Victoria Square,  St. 
Albans, VIC  3021

Phone (03) 9364 1174
Mobile 0439 303 754 

0488 198 900
Opening Hours: Tues- Sunday (9 am 
to 9 pm)
Dine In & take-away/ special functions 
and catering available/Door-to-Door 
Cargo /Magnolia and Selecta ice cream/
San Miguel Beer, Light, and  Pale Pilsen/
Red Horse

LUTONG PINOY
Contact: Narcisa Mcleavy
Shop 251, Footscray 

Market, VIC  3011
Mobile 0401 027 683
Specialising in Filipino Dishes – puto, 
dinuguan, lumpia, turon, palabok, 
kare-kare at iba pa.

Schools - Language 
&/or Special Courses

COUNCIL OF 
vICTORIa INC. 
(FCCvI)
Contact: Perla Luetic
93 Cowper Street, 

Footscray, VIC 3011
Phone (03) 9687 9011
Fax   (03) 9687 9120
Website: fccvi.org.au

“As the umbrella body, we look after 
the welfare of the Fil-Aussie communi-
ties in Victoria.”

ILONGGO 
aSSOCIaTION OF 
vICTORIa INC.
Contact: Melvin Espiga – 

President
C/- 10 Clues Crt., Sunshine 

West, VIC 3020
Phone (03)8361 8606 
Mobile 0416 027 922
Our next project is to build a multi-
purpose hall in Bacolod through 
Gawad Kalinga.

KaLIWaT                    
BOL-aNON Sa 
aUSTRaLIa INC. 
(KaBaI)
Contact:  Rowella Dango 

– President, Laura 
Abejaron – Secretary, 
Chona Lim - PRO

Phone 
Rowella 9559 3674             
Laura  9798 0730
Lim 0431 379 743 
“We welcome everyone to join our 
group especially those of Boholano 
descent. 

 

 

 

 

 

PaMPaNGUEÑO 
CLUB OF 
MELBOURNE 
vICTORIa
Contact: Bernadette Miranda, 
   President-0424 050 134

Sonia Santos, Treasurer 
 - 0421 303 264
11 Hunter Ave, 

RoxburghPark,VIC 3064
Phone  (03) 9305 1426
Fax    (03) 9305 1425
Mobile  0411 145 776
Email: royc@iprimus.com.au
The club holds its annual event every 
Melbourne Cup Day eve.

PaNGaSINENSES 
DOWN UNDER 
MELBOURNE 
aUSTRaLIa 
(PDUMa) 
Contact person: Roger 
Noveloso 
Address: 36 Pitfield 
Crescent, Rowville,            
VIC 3178
Phone  03 9764 2072 
Mobile  0402 283 188
Email: novelosojr@yahoo.com.au
Organisation for Pangasinan-born 
residents of Victoria and their friends 
and supporters.

SHaRE-ME-a DREaM 

BISaYaN 
COMMUNITY CLUB 
OF vICTORIa INC.
Contact: Choy Symes 
(President) or Terry Kane 
(Vice President)
C/- 9 Englewood Court 
Hillside, VIC 3037

READ THE LATEST 
FILO NEWS

Log on to  
www.philtimes.com.au

PHILIPPINE 
LaNGUaGE 
INSTITUTE 
1/28 Pickett Street 

Footscray VIC 3011 
Ph (6:00pm)
          (03) 9687 9626
Mobile    0413 383 648
     0466 422 047 
Filipino & Visayan Languages, Afford-
able fees. SUNDAY CLASSES.

Social Organisations
aSSOCIaTION 
OF FILIPINOS  & 
aUSTRaLIaNS IN 
GIPPSLaND
Contact:  Jerry or Lydia
86 Vary Street, Morwell, 

VIC 3840
Phone  
Jerry  0427 819 161
Lydia  0424 361 948 
The Association continues to grow 
since 2001.  Main projects:   Quest 
for Miss Austral-asia and the Filipino 
Fiesta in Gippsland
Sponsors: La Trobe City Council, 
Multi-cultural Affairs and Citizenship, 
Western Union, Western Travel and J 
& J Express.

CIRCULO 
CaPIZENO OF 
MELBOURNE
Contact:  Terry Apines
18 Claude Avenue, 

Hampton Park, VIC 3976
Mobile   0413 844 146
We raise funds to support our projects 
in Capiz.

 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY 
RELIEF FUND FOR 
PHILIPPINES 
Roy Carbungco, President 
  0411 145 776
Michael Wright, Secretary, 
 0418 543 737
Calendar of Events and Disaster 
Preparedness
Annual Fundraising Event, Month 
of April

FILIPINO aUSTRaLIaN 
FRIENDSHIP 
aSSOCIaTION OF 
GEELONG INC.
Contact: Barry Buckle, 

President
D.W. Hope Centre, The 

Boulevard,  Norlane,       
VIC 3214

Phone   (03) 5257 1921
“We welcome everyone to join our 
organisation.”

FILIPINO 
aUSTRaLIaN 
FOUNDaTION OF 
QLD
Contact: Mauro Somodio
PO Box 2424, Chirmside, 

QLD 4032
Phone  (07) 3216 9808

FILIPINO 
COMMUNITY 
COORDINaTING 
COUNCIL OF QLD
Contact: Orly Vargas
GPO Box 2745, Brisbane, 

QLD 4001
Phone  (07) 3808 7804

FILIPINO 
COMMUNITY 

Submit an article
Email reby.gaw@gmail.com
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ALuMINIuM WINDOWS & DOORS

Post an event. Visit www.philtimes.com.au

JRJ Corporate Advisory
Services Pty Ltd     

ABN 49 100 180 747
Chartered Accountant           
Registered Tax Agent

Tax returns, Tax planning, management consulting, audit 
and assurance, and related business needs. Your partner 

in Wealth Creation and Asset Protection.
For personal and complete business services, please contact:

Loreto Resubal - 0425 751 281
Marilou Llorico - 0409 257 863  

Email: info@jrj.com.au  Website: www.jrj.com.au
Supporting your local Rotary Community and Sports Clubs.

BAKERIES

PAPA BEAR BAKEHOUSE
(FILIPINO BAKERY) 

FILIPINO BREAD, CAKES AND PASTRIES
 11 MARKET PLACE,  BRAYBROOK  VIC 3019
(NEAR CORNER OF DUKE STREET AND BALLARAT ROAD)
PHONE:  (03) 9311 2909   MOBILE:  0421 820 800

EMAIL:  papabearbakehouse@yahoo.com. 
    OPEN:   

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY: 9:00 AM TO 5:30 PM
THURSDAY & FRIDAY:  9:00  AM TO 7:00 PM

SUNDAY: 10 AM to 3:00 PM

COMPuTER REPAIRS

Post an 
event. 
Visit 
www.

philtimes.
com.au

Post an event. 

Visit 

www.philtimes.com.au

Mobile
Choy  0422 807 339 
Terry  0409 675 246
Email: choysymes.shareme@

y7mail.com
Club annual project “Operation Smile”
Responding to the growing needs of 
Cleft Lip and Cleft Palate Operation in 
Southern Philippines.

Trade Services – 
House 

Maintenance

HaNDY EDI
Contact: EDISON LINTAG

8 Catherine Place 
Pakenham, VIC

Mobile 0415 835 863
Email: elintag97@gmail.com
Can take jobs on your renovation 
needs – tiling, painting, installation of 
vanities, decking, flooring

Travel Agents &/or 
Travel Tours

GO TRavEL
Contact person: Lovernie
Unit 27, No.  11 Bryants 

Road, Dandenong VIC 
3175

Phone   03 8788 5152
Mobile  0488 222 244
Email/website: www.gotravelclub.

com.au
Professional and efficient facilitator in 
the travel and tour industry offering 
corporate and leisure travel services

a PHILIPPINE TOURS
Contact: Aleli, Jennifer, 

Chris, Ester, Grace,  or 
Geraldine

225 Melville Rd, Brunswick 
West, VIC 3055

Phone  (03) 9384 1844
Chris  0413 455 918 
Ester 0431 821 885
Geraldine 0412 663 699
Jennifer   0422 404 271
Joy  0430 395 157
Website: philippinetours.com.au
Over 30 years of service to the Filipino-
Australian community. Maaasahan at 
mapagkakatiwalaan. 

Deer Park
Travel

DEER PARK TRAVEL 
15/44 Eucalyptus Drive, Maidstone 3012

T: +61 03 9317 3632
E: mina@precillatravel.com.au

MINA PRECILLA
Mob: 0415 661 665

DEER PaRK TRavEL
Contact:  Mina Precilla

85 – 87 Oakwood Road, 
Albanvale  VIC  3021

NEAR BRIMBANK 
CENTRAL SHOPPING 

CENTRE
Phone (03) 8372 5722
Mobile  0415 461 665  
Email:  mina@precillatravel.com.au
“Travel expert”

PaRTHENON 
TRavEL

Contact:  CHERYWIN 
NEILSON, Travel 
Consultant, ICCA 
Accredited Cruise 
Consultant

201 Lonsdale Street
Melbourne  Vic 3000
Phone   (03) 9639 1177
Fax  (03)  9639 0106
Mobile    0430 956 306
Email:  ptsales@parthenontravel.

com.au
“Flights Melbourne – Manila return 
from only *$732 including taxes.”
*Subject to availability of seats. 
Excludes peak season.

WESTERN TRavEL 
DEER PaRK  
License 32932
Contact:  Josie, Rita, John, 

Carmi
Shop 2A, 100 Furlong Rd 

Cairnlea Town Centre 
Cairnlea, VIC 3023

Phone 03 9363 0288
 Fax  03 9363 0488
Email: deerpark@westerntravel.com.au
Web: www.westerntravel.com.au 

HELLOWORLD 
KEILOR- ONE STOP 
TRavEL SHOP
Keilor Shopping Centre 

Shop 56, 80 Taylors 
Road Keilor Downs, 
VIC 3038

Contact: Theresa (Tek) 
Macawili

T: (03) 9310 8855
Mob  0488 313 288
F:  (03) 9310 8866
E:    theresa.keilor@

helloworld.com.au 
Website: helloworld.
com.au

Hello World...Hello Philippines! Talk to 
our Expert Travel Consultants  for all 
your travel needs.

MELBOURNE 
INTERNaTIONaL   
TRavEL & TOUR
Address: 
Level 1, 20 The Mall,
Heidelberg West 
Victoria 3081
Phone No. (03)  9988-5099
Website: www.

worldtraveltours.
com.au

Email address: mittc@mail.
com

Specializing in:
•	 ticketing
•	 tours
•	 hotel	accommodation
better than any internet deals

Contact: Joe Misolas
Mobile: 0409-590-850

Email: jmisolas@bigpond.net.au

JAG Driving School

"Your journey to safe 
driving begins with us."

DRIVING SCHOOL

ACCOuNTING AND TAXATION SERVICES

Are you looking for 
work experience in 

accounting?
SAP - MYOB - QB - 
HandyTax - Excel

The jobs covered in work experience training
• Accountant
• Assistant Accountant
• Accounts Payable Officer
• Accounts Receivable Officer
• Payroll Officer
• Admin Accounts Officer

We offer the following services to clients
• Accounting Reporting & Lodgement
• Bookkeeping
• BAS/GST Lodgement
• Payroll
• Accounts Payable
• Accounts Receivable

Contact - Reg 0425 790 550 
rmandcassociate@optusnet.com.au

Services:
•	Preparation	of	financial	statements
•	Designing	financial	accounting	

systems
•	Assisting	in	management	accounting
•	Taxation	planning	and	tax	returns
•	BAS	and	IAS	preparation	and	

submission
•	Establish	and	maintain	business	

structures e.g. companies, trusts, 
partnerships, individuals

•	Establish,	maintain	and	audit	self-
managed super funds

Train your staff to use:
•		Quickbooks									•	MYOB											•	Xero
Address:	41	Walker	St.	Dandenong	VIC	

3175; Phone: (03) 9793 9182; Fax: (03) 
9793 9181; Emal: mohtai@eftel.net.au

Website: www.taap.com.au
Mohammed Taiyab

Principal/Accountant/Tax Agent/J.P.

Multitec Accounting 
SeRViceS

Services
- Accounts Receivable
- Accounts Payable
- cash flow
- Reconciliations
- Budgets and forecasts
- cash Books and payments
- Payroll 
- general ledger
- Asset register and schedule
- tax preparation (mobile) incl cgt 

schedule and lodgement (according to 
employment)

- BAS preparation and lodgement 
(according to employment)

- Financial statements
We will assist you in your tax and 

accounting requirements. 
contact Fil gonzaga

filgonzaga@yahoo.com
Mobile: 0423-265-737

Eastern Melbourne
Driving School

Contact  BEN BOLANO
Mobile:  0408 543 554           Phone:  (03) 9795 1834

E  M

  Your local driving school at South-Eastern suburbs
  Accredited driving instructor
  Beginner, overseas licence, change-over
  Free assessment. Sa mga nais mag-convert ng kanilang overseas 

licence
Tawag lang po!

EMPLOYMENT

LABOuRER REQuIRED AT 
CAMPERDOWN. 

MuST BE ABLE TO SPEAK 
ENGLISH AND PREPARED 
TO WORK COMPETENTLY

PLEASE CONTACT 
NINO  0411 622 226  OR 

MELINA  0407949659

 

Deer Park
Travel

DEER PARK TRAVEL 
15/44 Eucalyptus Drive, Maidstone 3012

T: +61 03 9317 3632
E: mina@precillatravel.com.au

MINA PRECILLA
Mob: 0415 661 665

Eastern Melbourne
Driving School

Contact:  Ben Bolano
Mobile:  0408 543 554
Phone:  (03) 9795 1834

Also Cleaning Contractor: 
Currently 
l Local council offices
l Rental properties – moving  

in/out cleaning 
l Garden and lawn maintenance

E  M

l Your local driving school at  
south-eastern suburbs

l Accredited driving instructor
l Beginner, overseas licence, 

change-over
l Free assessment. Sa mga nais  

mag-convert ng kanilang  
overseas licence

Tawag lang po!

T 0 3  9 7 6 4  0 6 6 8

M 0 4 3 1  1 4 0  3 2 5

Postal Address
P O  B o x  2 2 0 3  R O W V I L L E  V I C  3 1 7 8

E yo landa@truev inemor tgageso lu t ions.com.au

Yolanda Larion
Mor tgage  B roke r

CRN 445390

How wou ld  you  l i ke  to  have  t he  r igh t  home  
loan  and  t he  cho ice  o f  l ender s ?

Fee l  f ree  to  con tac t  me .

The Philippine Times  
in FULL COLOUR 
Page after Page

BuSINESS FOR SALE

GREAT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
ASIAN/FILIPINO GROCERIES-FOR SALE

EASY TO MANAGE. EASY PARKING
EXCELLENT CuSTOMER BASE-

SOuTHEASTERN AREA
PRICE NEGOTIABLE

CALL NOW: (03) 9796 4289
MOBILE: 0416 140 705
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PRINTING/PROMOTIONS

PRINTING	/	PROMOTIONAL	
PRODUCTS

•CALENDARS• T-SHIRT PRINTING•FRIDGE MAGNETS•
KEY RINGS• WINES•LABELS•OTHERS•

RUBBER STAMPS•BUSINESS CARDS•LETTERHEADS•
RECEIPTS•FLYERS•GENERAL PRINTING

CLASSIC ENTERPRISES
 0419 360 904 / 9369 4324

 Email: elena88@bigpond.net.au

STONEMASON	REQUIRED	
IN	BRAESIDE,	VIC.
EXPERIENCED	

IN	FINISHING	AND	
INSTALLATION

PLEASE	CONTACT:
VAN	0439-872-810	OR
ERNIE	0402-113-909

Post an event. Visit 
www.philtimes.com.au

PARTY HIRE SERVICES
WE HIRE:

FOOD WARMERS WITH FUEL•CHAIRS•TABLES•
TABLE CLOTHS• CHAIR COVERS•CUTLERY• 
CROCKERY• JUGS•ASH TRAYS•GLASSES• 

GAZEEBO•CANDELABRAS AND OTHERS

WE ORGANISE:
KIDS ENTERTAINMENT-FACE PAINTING AND CLOWN 

FOR CHILDREN’S PARTIES•VIDEOGRAPHER• 
PHOTOGRAPHER•MUSIC – DJ

CLASSIC ENTERPRISES
 0419 360 904

 Email: elena88@bigpond.net.au

PHOTOGRAPHERS

MEDICAL/DENTAL SERVICES

1 RAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC
1 Raven Crescent, Narre Warren, Victoria

Services:
4 Medical Clinic
4 Denture/Dental Clinic
4 Anti-Ageing Clinic
4 PRP

MEDICAL PRACTITIONER
Dr Lorinda De Leon, MD 
FRACGP,AMC,FARGP

WANTED:  
Doctor - VR GP, Physiotherapy

Tel. (03) 8759 3761   Mobile: 0412 947 276
Email: admin@1ravenmedical.com
Website: www.1ravenmedical.com

DENTAL PRACTITIONER
Mr Wilfredo Reyes 
Dental Prosthetist, ADPA member

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICE

Phone: (03) 9543 5507 • Mobiles: 0400 331 152 or 0413 462 389  
Email: fivestarexpress@optusnet.com.au  
Website: www.5starexpress.wix.com/montage

OUR PRICES:
CENTRAL METRO MANILA .......................................$85
LUZON  .........................................................FROM $90
VISAYAS (CITY LIMITS ONLY)  .....................................$125
MINDANAO (CITY LIMITS ONLY)  ..............................$130

SPECIAL OFFER!!
We accept any appliances, electronic 
equipment and any  home furnishings (new or 
old) for shipment to the Philippines. Call us. 
Pagusapan po natin. 

For island and remote areas, pagusapan po natin.

FOR PEACE OF MIND, TAKE ADVANTAGE OF  
OUR END-TO-END PERSONALISED SERVICE!
WE HANDLE AND DELIVER YOUR BALIKBAYAN BOXES IN THE 
PHILIPPINES BY AUSTRALASIA CARGO EXPRESS ALSO  
OWNED AND MANAGED BY FIVE STAR EXPRESS FORWARDER • TRUCKING • WAREHOUSING

• BALIKBAYAN BOX 
• MONEY REMITTANCE
• PADALA REGALO

Visit us on 
Facebook

REAL ESTATE

Why Rent??
When You Can Rent to Own

Your Own Home –
Victoria-wide

 

Sick and tired of renting and paying for 
your landlord’s mortgage? We can turn 
your rent (dead) money towards paying 
for your own home. Brand new houses 
available in the north, west and south 

eastern suburbs of Victoria.
No hassles of filling out the banks paper 

work & no bank loan required.
 We offer houses to self-employed & cash 
workers, minimum deposit required. You 

can use your Government Grant as part of 
your deposit.

Bad Credit – OK
New To Australia – 457 Visas - OK
 Be very quick as there are lim-

ited brand new houses available.                                         
Call to see if you qualify.

 Contact: My Bahay Now Pty Ltd
(Ph): 8358 4518; (Mob): 0410 621 924
(A): Suite 3, Level 1, 1/10 Castro Way 

Derrimut 3030

EMPLOYMENTGROCERY STORES

Shop 10
Lalor Plaza Shopping Centre

22 McKimmies Rd, Lalor 3075
Contact:

Roy & Imee Pabustan
Phone/Fax: (03) 9464 7474

Mobile: 0402 011 402

Also sells frozen 
products, fresh fruits 
and vegetables

MIGRATION SERVICES

DENTISTS

Dr. Derman Malapitan
BDSc (Phil.), ADC (Aus.)

Dentist

Shop 17 Burnside Shopping Centre
15-25 Westwood Drive, Burnside VIC 3023

Phone: 03 8390 0959   Fax: 03 8390 0949

Clinic Hours:
Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 6:00pm
Thursday & Friday 9:00am - 7:00pm
Saturday 9:00am - 1:00pm

HOME HELP REQuIRED
East St Kilda

Afternoons, evenings and Sunday. 
Large family seeks assistance with home duties and 

basic childcare. 
Live-in or live-out option.

Mon-Thu 3-9pm, Sun 8am-5pm
Excellent pay and conditions. References essential.

Ph 0407 018 613. Immediate start.

EMPLOYMENT

GREAT OPPORTUNITIES
•	Do you want to earn extra income working part time?
•	Are	you	looking	for	work	where	your	hours	are	

flexible?
•	Would	you	like	a	new	career	with	real	potential	for	

growth?
If you answered yes to the above questions, contact 

us to find out how Saladmaster can change your life for 
the better. No experience is needed. We will train you.

Pls contact Carolin on 0430904750 or visit our 
office at:             

Cookwiz Australia Pty Ltd.
1/413 Blackshaws Rd.
Altona North VIC 3025

MORTGAGE BROKERS

T 0 3  9 7 6 4  0 6 6 8

M 0 4 3 1  1 4 0  3 2 5

Postal Address
P O  B o x  2 2 0 3  R O W V I L L E  V I C  3 1 7 8

E yo landa@truev inemor tgageso lu t ions.com.au

Yolanda Larion
Mor tgage  B roke r

CRN 445390

How wou ld  you  l i ke  to  have  t he  r igh t  home  
loan  and  t he  cho ice  o f  l ender s ?

Fee l  f ree  to  con tac t  me .

KOREAN HAIR & BEAuTY

Hair Bene
hair care, wedding event  
skin care (opening soon) 

eyelash extensions, eyelash perm 
P: (03) 9310 9246; M: 0450 210 913

Shop 3 / 323  Main Road East, St. 
Albans Vic 3021 (BEHIND SAFEWAY)

Opening Hours: 
Mon-Sat: 9am-6pm; Sun: 10am-4pm

Submit an article
Email  reby.gaw@gmail.com

Tig/Mig Welder, Pipefitter, 
Boilermaker, TAs wanted

Tig Arc Welders and Pipefitters urgently 
needed.

Candidates should be
 Experienced welders and pipefitters
 Bridging/Permanent Resident/Citizen 
Holders
 Qualifications – Certificate III or higher 

Application with resumés to be sent to:
ann@deskpl.com   |   T: (02) 9746 7709

DESK ENGINEERING PTY LTD

Advertise 

your business in the 

Classifieds 
section and get 

FREE listing in the 
online edition of 

The Philippine Times 

For details, email 
ads@philtimes.com 

or call 
(03) 9369 4324

3 BRS, 
2 TOILETS, FULLy 

FURNISHED, 
25MINS. AwAy  TO 

SM FAIRvIEw, 
FLOOD-FREE 

AREA, PHP 
2.45MIL CASH/
NEGOTIABLE 

CONTACT: 
JOSE/SUSIE               

MOBILE:  0410 999 
574 / 0404 336 900 

HOuSE & LOT 
FOR SALE

(PHILIPPINES)

Advertise 
in this 

section 
(03) 9369 

4324



FOREX 
HAS THE LARGEST REMITTANCE NETWORK,

 

FOREX 
HAS THE LARGEST REMITTANCE NETWORK,

 
MORE THAN  

8100 
BRANCHES 

MORE THAN  

8100 
BRANCHES 

 AND MORE THAN 

8 0 0 0  
CASH PICK UP POINTS
FOREX HAS THE LARGEST 
REMITTANCE NETWORK.

AND MORE THAN 

8 0 0 0  
CASH PICK UP POINTS
FOREX HAS THE LARGEST 
REMITTANCE NETWORK. 

With over 8100 partner branches located all 
over the Philippines, Forex makes it easy!

1300 136 739 02 8777 0000
www.forexworld.com.au

In partners with:

With the largest remittance network in the Philippines, 
Forex customers and their loved-ones get to enjoy 
convenient access to their remittances unlike any other. 
With more than 8100 partner branch locations and 
almost 8000 of them are Cash Pick Up points, wherever 
your loved-ones are, we are too. 

There simply is no easier and faster way to get money to 
those you care for than through Forex.

Join the HUGE amounts of Filipinos in Australia who 
currently enjoy the Convenient, Fast, Friendly and Secure 
way to send money remittance. Send it through Forex.
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