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Cardinal Luis Tagle urges Filipinos in Australia to live a dignified life,  and bring good to others. STORY AND 
PHOTOS ON PAGE 14. Photos by the Archdiocese of Melbourne, George Gregorio, Jess Marasigan, Richard 
Timbury / Casamento Photography / Kairos Catholic Journal.
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The AeCC halo-halo fes-
tival organised by Sandok 
Production and named after 
a popular Filipino dessert 
halo-halo meaning “mix”, 
will be held at St. Berna-
dette’s Community Recep-
tions on 30 August. The 
festival will feature an as-
sortment of activities from 
stage acts to eating to public 
dancing. “This is akin to 
themed festivals like com-
edy festival or film festival. 
It is a showcase of musical 
theatre-type or Glee-style 
production numbers,” said 
George Gregorio, Publicity 
and Sponsorship Coordina-
tor of Sandok Production. 

The gala will start at 5pm 
and will consist of a two-
hour musical variety show 
followed by dinner and pub-
lic dancing which will last 
until midnight. Food and 
beverages are sold at the ven-
ue but attendees are allowed 
to bring their own food and 
drinks. Tickets are available 
for $25 or $55 (family of 4).

For more information 
about the halo-halo festi-
val, call Chito Javier on 0414 
061 777 or send an email to 
info@sandokproduction.
com. 

Are you a registered nurse in your country? 

Do you have an AHPRA letter to enroll in the bridging program? 

Then ETEA is the college for you. 

ETEA will assist you to complete the IRON program  
(If you have IELTS of 7 in all bands or OET B in all bands) 
All students will be eligible for 
SPONSORSHIP, TRAINEESHIP OR CONTINUED STUDIES 
ETEA Students no longer need to return home. 
Many employers from hospitals, agencies, nursing homes are recruiting 
ETEA students. So Hurry up and GRAB the offer from ETEA and be 
employed. 
We have intakes every month for IRON program for 2014. 

Don’t miss the opportunity.
For more information, E-mail Lakshmi at lakshmii@etea.edu.au.

Initial - Registration Course for 
Overseas Registered Nurses IRON 
– 1349 already graduated with us
Enrol NOW At a special price!

Education Training & Employment 
Australia Pty Ltd

REGISTRATION  
OF INTEREST

Initial Registration Course 
for Overseas Nurses

Please submit your registration of interest to our  
Student Support Officer Lakshmi on (03) 9450 0558  
or email lakshmii@etea.edu.au 

CRICOS Provider Code 02925E National Provider Code 5089

Education Training & 
Employment Australia 

Pty Ltd

Programs mid September 2014 in:
  New South Wales 
  South Australia 
  Western Australia
  Victoria

Music, dance, dining           
in Halo-halo festival

Counterclockwise: Former X-Factor contestants BJ Trillado, 
Justin Vasquez and Mary Ann Van Der Horst and talented 
Filo performer Czarina Lapus will be at the AECC Global 
Halo-Halo Festival, along with Harmonico Filipino, C.J. and 
a lot more.
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FReSh from the successful 
launch of Frontline Founda-
tion on 15 June 2014, found-
er and CeO Maria Teresa 
Abadilla flew to the Philip-
pines to conduct a training 
program titled Community 
Development Planning Train 
the Trainer.  This program 
was developed by the Aus-
tralian Christian Churches 
(ACC) International Relief 
in Australia.  The workshop 
was free of charge for local 
members and ran from 21 to 
24 June 2014.

The four-day program 
aimed to define develop-
ment as a holistic sustain-
able change. “The journey 
to progress begins with em-
powering a group of people 
to engage in the process of 
improving their social, eco-
nomic, physical, spiritual 
and environmental situa-
tion,” said Abadilla. 

Participants for this train-
ing would be prepared to 
facilitate planning work-
shops with target communi-
ties which will become the 
basis for their community 
development plans.  These 
plans will include future 
community development 

BANK

Send direct to a bank account 
or for cash pickup in the 
Philippines now from only $7! 

/moneygrado    /moneygramoceania

Send to your loved one for 
account deposit to:

© MoneyGram. All rights reserved.

Workshop for development trainers held
Ramil Ventus

New on-the-spot penalty fares on from 10 August
Fare evasion on public transport has decreased and 

it’s likely you are one of the nine out of 10 passengers 
that always travel with a valid myki. according to 
Public Transport Victoria, your fares are an important 
contribution towards improving the network.

But freeloaders who don’t pay their way cost the 
network $60 million each year. This money could in-
stead buy four new X’Trapolis trains, 10 e-class trams, 
12 VLocity trains or 150 buses.

To ensure that all passengers pay their fair share, PT 
Victoria increased the number of authorised Officers, 
installed new myki barrier gates at stations and intro-
duced new On-the-spot Penalty Fares to enable more ticket checks, more often.

From Sunday, 10 august 2014, passengers without a valid myki may be given the option of 
paying an On-the-spot Penalty Fare of $75.

Penalty Fares will not be offered in all circumstances, and the 12-month trial will only be 
implemented by authorised Officers on the metropolitan network.

For more information, visit ptv.vic.gov.au/penaltyfares and watch a video outlining the 
changes.

projects which may require 
funding from NGOs like 
Frontline Foundation.

“Our basic goal is to train 
people so they can train 
others and understand de-
velopment program as a ne-
cessity resonating Frontline 
Foundation’s core values,” 
highlights Jeanette Moody, 
Projects head and one of the 
members who conducted 
the training alongside Aba-
dilla.

They conducted the work-
shop in Quezon City, Philip-
pines. A total of 12 benefit-
ted from the training and it 
is expected to exponentially 
increase as they share their 
knowledge to their respec-
tive communities.

The desired outcome of 

the action plan is to em-
power, build capacity and 
strengthen the community 
to take ownership, initia-
tive and responsibility over 
their own development. 
Among the skills imparted 
was training facilitation, 
understanding of commu-
nity-driven development 
planning, breaking down 
development goals, iden-
tifying community assets, 
and the ability to motivate 
and address any issues that 
might arise.

Find out how you can be 
part of Frontline Founda-
tion’s initiatives by logging 
on to frontlinefoundation.
org.au or contacting Maila 
Ocampo-Reyes at 0421 238 
948.
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The ReCeNT delivery 
of Philippine President 
Noynoy Aquino’s State of 
the Nation Address (SONA) 
on 28 July 2014 became 
an occasion for display of 
fashion sense, advocacy 
and trust in the President. 
It was yellow for those who 
are for the President and 
peach for those who want 
him impeached. For the 
employees of the Supreme 
Court, the colour of their 
disposition was black, worn 
every Friday as a sign of pro-
test for the President’s so-
called assault on the high-
est court of the land when 
he challenged its decision 
declaring the Disbursement 
Acceleration Program (DAP) 
unconstitutional.  

how do we express our 
love of country? Colours 
seem to define what side 
one is on, and supposedly 
what one is fighting for. 
The problem for us who 
live abroad, we get a lot of 
Philippine news from mass 
media, which when filtered 
in foreign media leave out 
mostly the negative side 
of the story. Social media, 
on the other hand, seem to 
provide a more grim view of 
the country with “insider” 
stories supposedly from 
those “in the know”. The 
advantage though, is that 
social media seems to have 
served as a more polarized 

arena, in which the positive 
Philippines can still seep 
into our Facebook, Twit-
ter and Instagram pages. 
Thanks to that, we are able 
to share with our world of 
contacts what can be good 
about the Philippines.

That we’re not a country 
where thievery is blatant or 
tolerated even in the hal-
lowed halls of the Senate 
and Congress, the highest 
law-making body of the 
land.  That we are also 
a people of integrity as 
manifested by the work of 
the lowliest government 
employee, a sector which 
has in media, been bashed 
as among the most corrupt; 
or honest cab drivers who 
are not tempted to pocket 
money left behind by cus-
tomers, even if the need can 
be quite high. That getting 
a kickback from government 
projects is more isolated 
than standard practice in 
government. Because for 
every one who steals from 
government or company 
coffers, a number of hard-
working low-income and 
middle-income workers pay 
honest taxes the and droves 
of OFWs take on double 
jobs to improve the lives of 
their families back home. 
That we are not a people 
who will skirt around the 
rule to get benefits, whether 
for personal or communal 

gain. Because while these 
do not normally grab head-
line attention, law-abiding 
citizens who simply follow 
traffic and pedestrian signs 
or who queue properly to 
get to their destinations are 
still not a thing of the past. 

The point is, we see and 
hear a lot of things about 
the Philippines, sometimes 
dominantly the negative. 
Opinions about our govern-
ment which represent us are 
expressed in colours, which 
in actuality, do not speak 
of affiliation to convictions 
or ideologies but more to 
personalities. So if you’re 
for yellow, you’re pro-ad-
ministration; if red, for the 
Marcoses and their allies. 
If you bear peach, you are 
for the impeachment of the 
President. Colours have 
divided our people and has 
stooped to the level which 
colour dominates the most 
air time. And this is how 
the Philippines has been 
polarized, not so much 
in informed opinions but 
of personalities, and this 
impedes our growth as a 
people. 

If we genuinely love our 
country, we should gaze on 
the colours represented in 
our Philippine flag, which 
stand for valour or bravery 
(red), unity (blue) and peace 
(white). We should focus 
on qualities that make us 
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editorial

NSW—The Philippine Consul-
ate General in Sydney com-
memorated the 150th birth 
anniversary of Apolinario 
Mabini, General 
emi l io  Agui -
na ldo ’ s  mos t 
trusted adviser, 
on 26 July 2014. 
The program fea-
tured a tribute to 
Mabini through 
songs and po-
etry. A painting 
of Mabini done 
by Ms Daisy Ann 
Gonzales-Cum-
ming was donat-
ed to the National 

historical Commission. 
Mabini was born in Tanau-

an, Batangas  on 23 July 1864. 

Mabini’s 150th birthday celebrated

The colour of love of country

Photos by Jade Cadeliña

a great people, and not on 
colours which make us 
blind in following leaders 
who sometimes no longer 

represent the values we 
hold dear. So when someone 
asks what is the colour of 
your nationalism, say it’s 

the colour of our flag, or 
the neutral white—pure and 
pristine—quiet yet speaks 
volumes. 
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Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne 

The biggest ever investment  
to transform roads and  
public transport

Melbourne Rail Link, including a rail line to 
Melbourne Airport, separating our busiest lines  
to improve reliability, relieve congestion and move  
an extra 35,000 people per hour across the network.

940 Protective Services Officers across the 
network, patrolling the metropolitan network  
and regional stations, making travelling on  
public transport safer.

Public transport will be more affordable from 
1 January 2015 with free tram travel in Melbourne’s 
CBD and Docklands and fares capped across the 
entire metropolitan network. This means commuters 
will be able to travel in Zones 1 and 2 for the price  
of a Zone 1 fare.

26 level crossing removals and grade separations 
with planning for 14 more to reduce delays and 
make trains and roads safer.

East West Link, creating a second river crossing, 
reducing congestion on the West Gate and Eastern 
Freeway and removing trucks from local roads.

CityLink Tulla Widening, creating extra lanes to 
reduce congestion and improve travel times along  
one of Victoria’s busiest freeways.

Cranbourne Pakenham Rail Corridor Project, 
boosting capacity 30 per cent and improving  
reliability on one of Melbourne’s busiest and 
overcrowded rail corridors. 

To find out more about these projects and hundreds 
more currently underway across Victoria, visit  
www.movingvictoria.vic.gov.au.

These fully funded key projects are supported by a raft of 
transport initiatives across the state and will transform the  
way we travel by making it quicker, safer and more affordable. 

Melbourne Rail Link

Cranbourne Pakenham Rail Corridor ProjectEast West Link

More affordable public transport

CityLink Tulla Widening

Protective Services Officers
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I hADN’T thought about him 
since that fateful afternoon, 
so it was odd that after so 
many years, he should once 
again pop into my head.

I should have guessed 
there was a reason behind it 
all. Should have known that 
something was about to un-
fold. One Saturday evening 
came in the form of a pretty 
teenage girl.

“hi, Ryan. how are you?”
“Um… hello. Do I know 

you?”
“You don’t. But I know 

you. I’m Lisa. Danny’s cous-
in. And by the way, he says 
hello.”

Danny. That’s a name I 
haven’t heard in years.

We were introduced by 
a mutual friend at a party 
where there were too many 

people and far too many 
names. In truth, I didn’t ex-
pect anything to come out of 
our meeting. Just another de 
facto acquaintance. Quickly 
met, soon forgotten.

But Danny left an impres-
sion, albeit less than posi-
tive. he seemed so brash, 
so self-assured and so full 
of himself. It was a clash 
of personalities. Quietly, I 
developed an instant dislike 
of him and he must have 
sensed it. Our first conversa-
tion was short and abrupt.

If it was only that chance 
meeting then nothing would 
have been of consequence, 
but ever since our intro-
duction, he seemed ever-
present. he was everywhere 
I went; at every gathering 
I attended. There was no 

Meetings and 
conversations

RYAN PERDIO

Queer 
Life

escaping Danny and I found 
his constant presence grated.

Somehow, though, he and 
I ended up becoming very 
close.

I can no longer recall how 
it came about but one eve-
ning we found ourselves 
deep in conversation. Gone 
was the usual small talk – the 
people we both knew, the 
places we both frequented 
– and in its place were per-
sonal questions and reveal-
ing insights.

Danny had a challeng-
ing childhood. he grew up 
in a tumultuous Filipino 
household where a liberal 
upbringing was stifled and 
a voiceless existence was 
encouraged. As a result, he 
became introspective and 
developed a steely confi-
dence to mask what really 
lay beneath: a vulnerable, 
sensitive individual.

It seemed that once that 
ice was broken, mutual re-
spect and trust quickly de-
veloped between the two 
of us. We had so many that 
I’ve lost count the number 
of deep and meaningful 
conversations that followed. 
Danny was a revelation – 
sweet, cheeky, very intel-
ligent – and I felt that he 
understood me as much as I 
understood him.

And ever so gradually, I 
felt myself falling for him.

My sexuality was one 
topic Danny and I hadn’t 
yet talked about, although I 
had felt he may have sensed 

something was different 
about me. Our conversations 
never steered down that 
road, partly because of my 
fear of losing his friendship, 
but mostly because I could 
never find the right moment 
to tell him. As it turned out, 
he was the one who gave me 
the opportunity.

“Ryan, I have to tell you 
something.”

“What is it?”
“I’m leaving. I’m going 

overseas.”
Panic and a sense of loss 

gripped me.
“how long for?”
“Not sure. A month, may-

be two.”
A pause. A heartbeat. A 

moment.
“Okay, Danny. Well, I have 

something to tell you, too. 
I’m gay. And I like you.”

My eyes bore into him, 
trying to anticipate his reply.

“I had a feeling,” he said. 
“To be honest, I kind of feel 
the same about you. But 

right now, I’m not really sure 
how to respond.”

Tell me you like me, too, I 
wanted for him to say. “It’s 
okay, Danny. You don’t have 
to say anything.”

“Maybe we can talk about 
this when I get back?”

“Sure, I’d like that.”
he came closer then and 

kissed me on the forehead. 
That single act of intimacy 
was his farewell until our 
next promised meeting.

I waited to hear from Dan-
ny. Days turned into a month 
then two and then three. 
eventually, the months 
turned into a year and by 
that time, I had long stopped 
waiting...

“he says hello,” repeated 
Lisa. We were at another 
party, a gathering Danny 
would have otherwise been 
present at.

She looked a little like 
him. Same button nose, 
same coloured eyes. She 
had his spirit that much was 

certain.
“how is he?” I replied 

rather coolly, trying desper-
ately to hide the excitement 
that was building.

“he’s fine. Still overseas. 
And he’s married.”

“Married?” If I sounded 
a little too surprised then, I 
didn’t make any attempts at 
hiding it.

“Yes, he’s married... and 
he has a six-month old son.”

Lisa looked at me care-
fully, perhaps trying to read 
my reaction, much like I did 
long ago when I made my 
own revelation to Danny. I 
didn’t flinch nor say a word.

“For what it ’s worth, 
Ryan,” she said with a kind, 
knowing smile, “he talks 
about you a lot.” 

“I’m sure he does.”
But I guess there are just 

certain things we are simply 
never going to get the chance 
to ever talk about.
For comments or feedback, email 
r.perdio@yahoo.com.

Like The Philippine Times
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The TRISkeLION Mel-
bourne Council of Victoria 
Inc (TMCVI) celebrated its 
sixth anniversary last 28 June 
2014 at Malvern. TMCVI was 
officially formed last 8 June 
2008 by eight members of 
the Tau Gamma Phi fraternity 
who wanted to continue the 
bond of brotherhood which 
the Triskelions share in Vic-
toria.

The event was also the 
venue for the newly-elected 
officers of TMCVI to take 
their oath of office and for-
mally turn over from the 
outgoing officers of 2013. 
Outgoing President Michael 
Manlapaz gave a short run-
down of the many activities 
and events which the Triske-
lions were a part of during 
his term.

TMCVI shared its time 
and resources with the local 
community through their 
participation in Tree Planting 
activity held in Truganina, 
and Clean Up Australia held 
in Newport. The Triskel-
ions also participated in the 
activities initiated by the 
local Filipino community. 
They played support roles in 
the annual Philippine Fiesta 

held in Flemington and the 
first Flores de Mayo held in 
Ardeer. The Triskelions also 
assisted in the concerts of 
various Filipino artists who 
performed in different venues 
around Melbourne.

The Triskelions’ commu-
nity service was not only lim-
ited here in Australia. They 
were able to launch their 
first Balik eskwela project in 
the province of Marinduque. 
Four elementary schools were 
the initial beneficiaries of 
bags and school supplies dis-
tributed during the schools 
opening last June 2013. The 
Triskelions also did their 
share of extending help to the 
victims of natural calamities 
in the Philippines during 
2013. TMCVI sent financial 
assistance back to the Philip-

pines and was distributed to 
the victims through their lo-
cal provincial chapters.

Ronan Colobong, the in-
coming president, together 
with the new exe-Com and 
Grand Council members 
took their oath of office . he 
committed to continue the 
tradition of the fraternity and 
sorority to serve the commu-
nity and the pursuit of excel-
lence of its members. They 
started their term with the 
successful completion of the 
second Balik eskwela project 
which was held in the Bicol 
Province. More than 300 stu-
dents received new bags and 
school supplies to start school 
year 2014. The Triskelions 
also participated in the Na-
tional Tree planting activity 
in Altona on 27 July 2014. 

The FILIPINO Australian 
Student Council (FAST-
CO) held a Pinoy Salu-salo 
last 3 August 2014 at the 
FCCVI Community house. 

Current FASTCO offi-

cers are: President eunice 
Guzon,  Vice-President 
Anisha Guro, Secretary 
Diane Claire Jiao, Trea-
surer emerose Devilles, 
Director Academic Sup-

port  Chuckie  Calsado, 
Director external PR Raffy 
Marfori, Director Internal 
PR Detherina Basilio, and 
Director IT, Gerard Dima-
guila.

FASTCO hosts Pinoy 
Salu-salo this August

New Triskelion officers 
take oath of office

Photos by Irma Modesto

Like
The Philippine Times
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WhAT does it take to be a 
deacon’s wife? For the six 
years that my husband Chris 
was undergoing formation to 
become a permanent deacon 
for the Archdiocese of Mel-
bourne, I must have turned 
this question around in my 
head a million times. 

I admit that in the day-
to-day life, those questions 
burn a hole in my mind 

whenever Chris’s commit-
ments result in me getting 
more than my fair share 
of housework – or after he 
had just shared his Gospel 
reflection at church and I am 
feeling self-conscious about 
my own role in his diaconal 
journey.

As a wife who has known 
Chris when he was a stu-
dent activist, a long-haired 

A deacon’s wife
ASTHER BASCUNA-CREO

Keep 
Stir-
frying!

journalist, a sleepless new 
father, a hardworking new 
migrant production worker, 
and a grim and determined 
Theology student, I am con-
stantly amazed at how life 
ebbs and flows and takes us 
to the most amazing jour-
neys – journeys that make 
us realise that the path we 
have created for ourselves is 
not often the path that we are 
to take after all. And that the 
most amazing things really 
do happen when we sur-
render and give up control. 

When we became mi-
grants in Australia 10 years 
ago this year, the one and 
only agenda we had was to 
raise our children and claim 
our share of economic pros-
perity. With this in mind, 
Chris worked 12-hour days 
and I later on also worked 
fulltime. Through sheer 
hard work, we bought our 
brand new house in a new 
estate after two years. Our 
two girls were doing okay in 

school and Chris and I drove 
our own cars. Life flowed 
smoothly, and we settled 
down to this life and went 
about our days. 

In a series of small life 
events, the idea for Chris to 
enquire into the diaconate 
came around 2008.  On the 
first year of his formation, 
we both attended sessions 
held too far in between for 
me to really be fully com-
mitted to the idea. On the 
second year, Chris enrolled 
in some part-time Theol-
ogy classes in between his 
work. On the third year, I 
fell pregnant with our baby 
boy, which we had been 
wishing for. 

For me, this was the cross-
roads when Chris would 
either have to give up or post-
pone his discernment – or 
proceed with faith. We chose 
the latter; and despite my 
apprehension I remember 
feeling that God has given us 
our baby boy not to discour-

age us but rather to bless us. 
Because of this, it was much 
easier to relinquish control 
and just let God do his work 
in our lives.

The diaconate program is 
a big undertaking and takes 
a lot of commitment, not 
just from Chris but from the 
whole family. The journey 
has involved some sacrifices, 
but it has also provided us 
a lot of blessings. It has 
changed Chris and me in a 
lot of ways, and we’re still 
learning, evolving, continu-
ously discovering experi-
ences and connecting with 
people who have their own 
life journeys.

Personally, I think what 
this has given me is courage 
– the courage of knowing that 
we’ve got God on our backs 
to always prop us up. Truly, 
in not just one instance, God 
has delivered miracles in our 
lives. They’re not big earth-
moving, sea-parting types of 
miracles but just the amazing 

‘coincidence’ of small events 
happening at the right place 
at the right time that has pro-
vided us with an answer at 
our time of need. When that 
happens, when the revela-
tion of that miracle hits us, 
Chris and I go “Wow.” We 
were taken care of yet again. 
Yet and yet again.

For me, this is the greatest 
gift I have been given: the 
realisation that miracles hap-
pen – and that they abound 
in all our lives, whoever we 
are, despite our own broken-
ness and imperfections. All 
we need to do is to recognise 
them when they come in a 
shape or form that we didn’t 
expect.

In November, we begin 
another leg of this journey 
as Chris, together with Neil 
Daculan and Danilo Jumo-
nong, is ordained to the 
permanent diaconate at the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne.
For comments or feedback, email 
asthercreo@gmail.com.

ANOTheR Casa de Baile event held last 26 July 
with 200 guests in attendance was a success. 
The most awaited entertainment was applauded 
featuring Roberto’s Zumba, dance showcase of 
bachata, merengue, samba, chacha, waltz, jive, 
salsa and paso doble.  Roberto and Marie, the 
organisers, promise more entertainment and fun 
at their biggest event to be held at Grand Star 
Altona on 13 September.

Casa de Baile means 
success

We don’t have to look up to the sky and search for a star.  Here in The Philippine Times, you are the STAR.  This is 
your newspaper.  This is your story. This is your place. Dahil sa Philippine Times, kayo ang aming artista! 

The Philippine Times
Serving the Filipino community for 23 years now. Visit: www.philtimes.com.au
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income. however, I was also 
blessed with the “freedom” 
to do what I love to do and 
enjoy a much more fulfiling 
and purposeful life. 

Today, I am meeting more 
people through my counsel-
ling. Listening and some-
times working out solutions 
to issues they are otherwise 
helpless about has given 
me the inspiration to get 
up every day and ask God 
to send me where he wants 
me most.  These encounters 
have become a test for me to 
become more understand-
ing of human conditions.  
And best of all, they have 
moved me to trust God more 
deeply, fully depending  on 
him for wisdom, strength, 
abundance and supply of 
my daily needs. It is indeed 
a humbling but grace-filled 
time.

My mobile screen saver is 
one of Joel Osteen’s spiritual 
verses: “TRUST IN GOD: We 
only see a little bit down the 
road, but he can see around 
the curve.” On my desk, I 
also get reminded when I get 
low in courage: “Depend on 
it- God’s work done in God’s 
way will never lack God’s 
supplies.”

Living life true to oneself 
is different things to differ-
ent people.  I realise though 
that life is short and I really 
need not “waste” my own, 
by wishing away those whis-
perings that God has placed 
in my heart.
(For comments or feedback, email 
evamarie09@bigpond.com).

spiritual

ReCeNTLY, I found myself 
watching an old film, “evan 
Almighty” that starred Steve 
Carell and Morgan Free-
man.  Steve as evan Baxter 
was a Junior Congressman 
who prayed one night and 
expressed his wish to the 
Almighty to “change the 
world.”  When God appeared 
with the perplexing request 
to build an ark, evan was 
sure he was losing it. every-
body around ridiculed him 
as soon as he started to build 
the ark. At first he ham-
mered and sawed with fierce 
resistance, but then left with 
no choice, he completed 
it with obedience and sur-
render.  While he was busy 
assembling, God reminded 
him that ARk really meant 
A RANDOM KINDNeSS.  If 
one reads the reviews, there 

are differing spiritual opin-
ions about the movie.

When God answers us in 
response to prayer, he can 
surprise us with the man-
ner he would deliver it and 
we are left wondering if it 
was a reply to a prayer or a 
further challenge for more 
trial.  They say “be careful 
of what you wish for.” 

One day,  I woke up feeling 
that I wanted to spend the 
next part of my life serving 
the Lord deeper, in ways that 
would allow me to reach 
out to those who need more 
help.  In prayer, I expressed 
this to God.  The answer 
came as a desire to give up 
my city work which I have 
done for 30 years.  Sud-
denly I was confronted by 
the irregularity of my day, 
the uncertainty of a steady 

Seeing a bit 
down the road

DINA MANANqUIL-DELfINO

Colours            
of Life

Services we offer:
•General Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry
•Orthodontics-braces (with payment plan)
•Dentures, Crown , Tooth whitening
•Dental Implants (with payment plan)

We accept: 
•Child Dental Benefits Schedule-bulk billed
•Hicaps –any private health insurance
•Gov’t vouchers (VGDS, VEDS, VDS )

Branches:
104 East Esplanade St Albans  
Ph: 03-93564809

Shop 1, 8 Neville Ave Laverton 
Ph: 03-93698585

204 Heaths Rd. Hoppers Cr
Ph: 03-97487688

Dr. Dalisay Santos Sibal
Principal Dentist

GOD WITH US
INTERNATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLIES 
INC. 
Contact: Pastor Roger Bucao/Pastor 

Nancy Bucao
Seaford Community Centre, Station 

Street,  Seaford VIC (Mel Ref. 
427, C2)

Phone (03) 5995 7380
Mobile  0434 330 447
Email: rogerbucao@gmail.com
Services every Sunday from 10.00 AM to 12.00 NN. 
Everyone welcome.

Satellite Churches
GOD WITH US, MULGRAVE
Southern Community Centre
Rupert Drive, Mulgrave
Contact: Pastor Castor Reyes
Mobile 0404 043 008
Sunday Services from 11.00 AM - 1.00 PM
 

Religious
Organisations

IGLESIA NI CRISTO 
South Australia
ADULT WS: Wednesday 7.30 PM, Sunday 9.30 AM
Every last Saturday of the month Tagalog 7.30 PM
CWS: Sunday 11.30 PM
501 The Parade, Magill, South 

Australia
Francis Ferdinand Salas
Mobile 0451 667 226
Email jrfsalas@yahoo.com

MILDURA GROUp 
WORSHIp SERVICE
c/o Henry Degamo, Jr.
Mobile 0403 462 096
jojojr08degamo@yahoo.com
Unit 1/7 Wittman Avenue Mildura
Australia
Worship Service Schedule: Thursday 8:00 PM,
Sunday 5.00 PM

MELBOURNE 
CONGREGATION
Brother Brian McMahon
Mobile 0423 690 474
     0430 930 710
241-245 Civic Parade, ALTONA
Tel. No. 9398-2396 Fax No. 9398-

1866
ADULT WS:  Thursday 10:00 AM and 8:00 PM  
English,  Sunday 8.00 AM and 10.30 AM  English
 Every last Saturday of the Month 6.00 PM  Filipino
 CWS:  Sunday 8.00 AM  English
 

BRIMBANK 
CONGREGATION
Brother Rivie Lagasa, Sr.
Mobile 0433 543 779
Keilor Down Community Hall
70 Taylors Road, KEILOR DOWN
Phone 8361-6398 
Fax  03 9390 6846
ADULT WS:  Tuesday  8:00 PM  English
Wednesday  10.00 AM  English, Saturday  5.00 
PM  English
 Every last Saturday of the Month 7.00 PM  Filipino
CWS:  Saturday  6.30 PM  English
 

BENDIGO ExTENSION 
(BRIMBANK 
CONGREGATION)
Brother Raul Terrado
Phone 03 5447 8784
29 Browning Street, Kangaroo Flat, 

BENDIGO
ADULTS:  Wednesday 7.00 PM  English
 

MERRILANDS 
CONGREGATION
Brother Roberto Malong
Mobile 0423 947 592
Merrilands Community Centre
31-35 Sturdee St., RESERVOIR
ADULT WS:  Thursday  8.00 PM  English

Saturday  9.30 AM  English

 CWS : Saturday  11.00 AM  English
 

WYNDHAM 
CONGREGATION
Brother Al Ocon
Mobile 0422 560 945
Tarneit Community Learning Centre
150 Sunset Views Blvd. corner 

Leakes Road, Tarneit
Fax 03 9748 2971
ADULT WS:  Wednesday  5.45 AM  English

Wednesday  8.00 PM  English, Saturday  7:30 
PM  English

CWS:  Saturday  6.00 PM  English
 

DANDENONG 
CONGREGATION
Brother Enrico Velante
Mobile 0433 601 004
Fleetwood Primary School Hall
101 Fleetwood Drive, NARRE 

WARREN
Telefax 9799-6962
ADULT WS:  Wednesday  8.00 PM  English,  Saturday  
6.00 PM  English
 Sunday  6.45 AM  English (1st to 3rd Sunday)
Filipino (4th or Last Sunday of the month)
CWS:  Saturday  7.45 PM  English

ST. MARTIN DE pORRES 
pARISH LAVERTON
Bellin St., Laverton
Filipino Mass, every first Saturday of the month, 
6.00 PM anticipated Mass

NARRE WARREN 
ExTENSION (DANDENONG 
CONGREGATION)
Brother Dindo Cuevas

Mobile 0402 537 522
12 Von Nida Drive, Cranbourne North
Telefax  03 9799 6962
ADULT WS: Wednesday 6.00 AM  English
(Filipino - Every last Wednesday of the month)
 

KINGSTON CITY GROUp 
WORSHIp SERVICE
Aries Marquina

Phone 0429 877 123
Moorabbin Primary School
Worthing, Moorabbin
Telefax 03 9799 6962
ADULT WS: Thursday  8.00 PM; Sunday 9.30 
AM  English
Children Worship Service (CWS): Sunday 11.00 AM
 

GIppSLAND GROUp 
WORSHIp SERVICE
Brother Richardson Suniga
Mobile 0448 949 406
 Traralgon Court House
 161-166 Franklin Street, Traralgon 

3844
 Telefax 03 9799 6962
 ADULT WS:  Thursday  7.00 PM  English
 Sunday  10.00 AM  English

FIRST BORN GOSpEL 
CHURCH
(an IAFB AUSTRALIA CHURCH )
Contact: Ptr BEN – 0412 335 077
Mobile 0416 542 012                                        
Lynette 0448 005 373
1 Malcolm Court, Narre Warren VIC 

3805
Email: fbgchurch@gmail.com
Worship service – Sunday 10.00 AM -12.00 NN

GOD WITH US, CHELSEA
Chelsea Height Community Centre
Thames Promenade, Chelsea 

Heights
Contact: Pastor Fred Fererro
Mobile 0412 029 516
Sunday Services from 10.00 AM - 12.00 NN

AMBASSADORS OF 
CHRIST FELLOWSHIp 
(GWU CRANBOURNE)
Cranbourne Public Hall
Cnr Clarendon & High Streets, 

Cranbourne
Contact: Pastor Dick Marcial
Mobile 0430 006 095
Sunday Services from 10.00 AM - 12.00 NN
 

GOD WITH US, ROSEBUD
Rosebud Memorial Hall
Point Nepean Hwy. Rosebud

Contact: Ps Nancy Bucao
Mobile 0434 339 011
Sunday Services from 5.00 - 7.00 PM
(GWUICA is affiliated with the Australian Christian 
Churches formerly known as AOG)

READ THE LATEST FILO 
NEWS

Log on to  
www.philtimes.com.au

Submit an article, email reby.gaw@gmail.com

Advertise in this section  
(03) 9369 4324

ON 3 July 2014, 21 Austra-
lian Multicultural Senior 
Support Group members 
filled up application forms 
as requisite to be students 
once again. The program will 
run for 38 weeks. Laptops, 
internet and all the neces-
sary paraphernalia will be 
provided. This qualifica-
tion provides the skills and 
knowledge for individuals to 
be competent in a wide range 
of ICT and technical func-
tions, and to achieve a de-
gree of self-sufficiency as an 
advanced ICT user. Persons 
working at this level will sup-
port information technology 

activities in the workplace 
across a wide range of ICT 
areas, including technical 
support, network adminis-
tration, web technologies 
software application and 
digital media technologies. 
Representative from National 

Training Centre of Australia 
(NTCA) Deepak kumar was 
already answering questions 
from senior members. “If you 
can’t travel to the city to do 
this course, then NTCA will 
travel to your venue to make 
it happen.”

AMSSG avail government- 
funded computer training 
Fe Gillies

Advertise 

your business in the 

Classifieds 
section and get 

FREE listing in the 
online edition of 

The Philippine Times 

For details, email 
ads@philtimes.com 
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(03) 9369 4324
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The AUSTRALIAN Multicultural Senior 
Support Group (AMSSG) had a time out 
to enjoy Christmas in July after a hectic 
schedule. The members visited four aged 
care facilities and performing some cul-
tural dance. Celebrating Christmas in July 
is just like how they would celebrate it 
in December—exchanging gifts with one 
another, singing Christmas songs beneath 
a Christmas tree with lighted candles 
and sharing a well-prepared dinner. The 
group had time to enjoy with some parlour 
games and dancing before resuming their 
normal schedule.

AMSSG hosts 
Christmas in July
Fe Gillies

IT was a successful event for 
the God with Us, Mulgrave 
Satellite as it celebrated its 
eighth victorious year of 
being together as a church 
family. The event, which 
was held for the first time 
at Amberlee Receptions in 
Cranbourne was a blessed 
celebration that featured 
Gospel and prayer sharing 
by guest speaker Ps Joel 
Pinga, an ordained Minis-
ter of Australian Christian 
Churches  and senior pastor 
of harvest Church, Waverley. 

We called our eighth an-
niversary Anniversary ‘Vic-

torious’ because we truly 
are! Despite trials, we did 
not stop believing. God has 
given us so much courage to 
celebrate, and as Ps Joel pro-
claimed, “Believing, obeying 
and trusting Jesus Christ is 
what makes us overcomer of 
the world.”

The celebration also fea-
tured special song and dance 
numbers mostly by the GWU 
Mulgrave members render-
ing a folk dance (one of the 
Pinoy’s pride) performed by 
the three beautiful ladies: 
Mariflor, Malu and Rosana 
followed by a song num-
ber titled, “hallelujah”. We 
also have the support of the 
participating churches: God 

with Us Main and Ambas-
sadors of Christ Fellowship 
by contributing special song 
numbers. There was also a 
talent show which consisted 
of a solo by Rona dela Cruz, 
duets by brother and sister 
Monique kim and Ps Jay 
and Anne,  and a solo dance 
imitation of Michael Jackson 
by Josiah de la Cruz. 

The event’s dance finale 
made everyone participate 
with fun and laughter with 
the Aussie favourite dance 
at every party that young and 
old folks want to learn—the 
‘Line Dancing’. It was indeed 
a successful and joyful cel-
ebration for everyone who 
attended. 

GWU celebrates 8th year
Nancy Bucao

ACME Second Anniversary 
and 2014 Awards Night
Date: 28 August 2014, 6pm
Venue: Lakeview Room, Bayview on Park, 62 Queens Road, 
Melbourne
Attire: Casual business attire
Tickets: $50 (pre-pay); $55 (on-site)
Contacts: ACME Executive Committee Chairman & President 
Ex-Com: Fred Jover 0403 944 479, Deputy Chair: Noel 
Tolentino 0488 237 805, Secretary: Yolanda Larion 0431 
140 325, Treasurer: Melba Cabato-Waugh 0403 007 950, 
Auditor: Felicity Swinney 0411 716 848
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quently collapsed and would 
be admitted to the Intensive 
Care Unit several times. The 
gap between what George’s 
family could provide and his 
increasing care needs reached 
crisis point. Three years ago, 
George was admitted straight 
from hospital to a nursing 
home.

George describes his time 
in the nursing home as de-

pressing being continually 
confronted by death, and 
the end-of-life scenarios that 
plagued his thoughts. The 
fact that George attempted 
to act on these thoughts is 
indicative of the darkness 
that encompassed him. For 
sixteen long months, George 
barely existed in the nursing 
home. 

George’s family never gave 

up hope for a better outcome 
for him. By virtue of Mila’s 
strong advocacy, battling 
weekly with government de-
partments, George was offered 
a place in a community shared 
supported accommodation. 
he has been in his new home 
for nearly two years now and 
the difference is remarkable. 
George’s days are active and 
he has resurrected using his 
IT skills.

Today, with Mila’s sup-
port, and the dedicated care 
of the house staff at George’s 
home, George is focusing on 
reestablishing his health and 
social independence. George 
and Mila are aware of the 
cultural and social barriers 
around disability that must be 
overcome in their community 
and it is their shared vision to 
encourage greater acceptance. 
George and Mila have chosen 
to find a positive path in their 
challenging journey, driving 
change, looking forward and 
creating a better world for 
those who will follow. For 
George, the next goal is a trip 
back to the Philippines to visit 
his best friend. 
(Editor’s note: The Summer Foundation 
Work and the Gellibrand Support 
Services (http://www.gellibrand.org.
au/) are organisations providing care 
and supported housing for George.)  

ThIS IS the story of George 
Abenoja, mid 40’s, man of 
many talents and experi-
ences, determined to make a 
difference in his community.

George greets friends, old 
and new, with a bright smile 
and happy demeanor. he 
describes his life before his 
diagnosis as “very colourful”. 
At the age of 21, George at-
tained Australian citizenship 
and was building a career in 
IT. he was balancing his job 
working for a transport com-
pany with his studies, and he 
always found time for friends.

Never afraid of a challenge, 
George moved to the United 
States for a new business 
venture, and when his oppor-
tunity didn’t come to fruition, 
he returned to Australia. This 
was a difficult time and was 
ultimately the catalyst for 
a significant career change. 
Deciding he no longer wanted 
to work in IT, George began 
a new career chapter as a 
personal carer. George thor-
oughly enjoyed this work, 
which is symbolic of his giv-
ing nature.

When he was aged 38, 
George’s health began to de-
cline. Initially, doctors strug-
gled to find an explanation for 
the deterioration in George’s 
health and it seemed that a di-

agnosis was unlikely despite a 
year of medical tests and pain-
ful procedures. Not satisfied 
with such a vague outcome, 
George and his family pushed 
for further tests and after an-
other 12 months, George was 
told he had Multiple Sclerosis 
(MS). This diagnosis was later 
reviewed by other specialists 
and another year later, George 
was told that MS was an 
unlikely cause of his rapidly 
declining health - sadly, with 
no known cause, there was 
no known cure or prognosis. 
Devastated, George was back 
to square one; he had noth-
ing more concrete than the 
knowledge that his serious 
illness was neurological, de-
generative and progressive.

George also discovered 
that without a doctor’s spe-
cific diagnosis for his illness, 
many disability service pro-
viders could not accept him 
as a client to provide him 
with adequate services to live 
at home. George’s sister, Mila, 
resigned from her full-time 
job and became George’s ad-
vocate. When the doctors told 
George there wasn’t a cure for 
his medical condition, George 
and Mila went to the Philip-
pines to explore alternative 
treatments.

George’s family rallied and 

continued to care for George 
at home, with some help 
from the Council’s home 
Care Services. At this stage, 
George was in a wheelchair 
and had difficulty swallow-
ing, remembering details, 
hearing and speaking. he also 
needed to be driven to hospi-
tal for check up at least three 
times a week. As George’s 
illness progressed, he fre-

MY BAHAY NOW

SIGE ENQUIRE NA KUNG PAPAANO

OWN YOUR BRAND NEW HOME WITHOUT A BANK LOAN
MINIMUM DEPOSIT

PROPERTY FINANCED DIRECTLY TO YOU
BUILD YOUR HOUSE WITHIN YOUR AFFORDABILITY

STOP WASTING MONEY ON RENT

 
My Bahay Now Pty Ltd

Jeffrey Magnaye

P: 03 8358 4518
M: 0410 621 924

E: info@mybahaynow.com.au

Level 1 Suite 3, 1/10 Castro Way, Derrimut, Vic 3030

Sibling love carries him through

Mila Cichello with brother George Abenoja.
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PhILIPPINe Cardinal Luis 
Tagle reminded Filipinos in 
Australia not to forget one 
important virtue: dignity. 
Speaking in Filipino dur-
ing a Fraternal Dinner in 
his honour, the charismatic 
Cardinal told those pres-
ent: “My only request is 
that wherever you go, you 
remain to be Filipinos with 
dignity. Corruption, cheat-
ing, cruelty-- these are all 
works of people without dig-
nity. Do not let yourselves to 
be like that.”

The dinner, held last 7 
August 2014 at St. Brigid’s 
Parish hall, was organised 
by the Filipino Chaplaincy 
of Melbourne in coopera-
tion with the Philippine 
Consulate.

Referring to the diminish-
ing value of dignity in the 
Philippines where power, 
pleasure and possession 
are taking a negative toll on  
poor Filipinos, the Cardinal 
said things will change only 
when every Filipino would 
endeavour to show goodness 
and contribute something in 
a dignified way. “We might 
not be able to leave riches, 
jewelry or properties to our 
children but we can leave 
a lasting legacy of a good 
name and a dignified future. 

What is the use of having a 
famous name when it was 
not earned in a dignified 
manner?” he asked. Re-
cently, the Cardinal has been 
vocal about his position on 
the pork barrel issue, mak-
ing firm his stand that the 
money stolen from the poor 
must be returned.

Memorable Lectio Divina
On 5 August, Cardinal 

Tagle led a Lectio Divina 
(the ancient practice of slow, 
contemplative praying of 
the Scriptures) and Mass 
at St Patrick’s Cathedral 
attended by around 2,500 
Filipinos. Filipino tenor, 
Michael Lapina and the 
150-member Filipino Grand 
Chorus Choir of Melbourne, 
composed of seven Filipino 
choir groups in Victoria, 
impressed the parishioners 
with their powerful voices.

On becoming the next Pope
During the Fraternal Din-

ner, the Cardinal recalls the 
episode in his life when he 
was one of the strong con-
tenders to become the next 
Pope. “I am very far from be-
ing a model of virtue. Look 
at my face,” the humble Car-
dinal said. he shared that 
during that time, interna-

tional journalists joined the 
frenzied anticipation that he 
might be the next Pope. he 
said he despised all the me-
dia attention and publicity.  
The turning point, he said, 
was when he met a Filipina 
domestic helper; it changed 
his perspective. he said the 
girl approached him not 
for a photo opportunity but 
to tell him that no matter 
what happened she wanted 
to thank him because the 
TV appearances and photos 
only made her employer 
kinder and gentler to her. 
She said somehow, as a 
Filipino, her dignity was 
lifted. After saying this, the 
Cardinal stopped and was 
unable to hold back tears. “I 
realised. All along I thought 
the publicity was for me and 
about me. God communi-
cated to me, ‘No Chito, it’s 
not about you, not for you. It 
is for your brothers and sis-
ters.’” he ends, “I pray that 
every Filipino will try his 
or her best to be a dignified 
person for the good it will 
bring not only for you but 
for the many, many people.”

Honourary degree con-
ferred from ACU

On 4 August, the Aus-
tralian Catholic University 

in Melbourne conferred on 
Cardinal Tagle the highest 
honour as he was made 
an honorary Doctor of the 
University. his eminence 
Timothy Dolan, Archbishop 
of New York was also con-
ferred the same title. Car-
dinal Tagle also delivered a 
talk on “The Sacred Gift of 
Migrants and Refugees: An 
Asian Perspective”.

Uniting Filipinos in Aus-
tralia

The Cardinal’s meetings 
with the Filipino Catholic 
communities in Sydney 
and Melbourne brought a 
positive effect in uniting 
Filipinos and bringing them 
together in one venue. In his 
talks, he even reminded the 
Melbourne leaders and pa-
rishioners to not only focus 
on the good things of life in 
Australia like constant par-
ties and karaoke sessions. 
“You also need to learn cat-
echism. Para hindi lang kain 
nang kain ng pansit. Para 
hindi lang tayo karaoke nang 
karaoke. If asked, sino si San 
Pablo, you don’t answer, ‘Ah 
gusto n’yo ng adobo, gusto 
n’yo ng pansit?” he said 
smiling, sending roaring 
sounds of laughter from his 
audience in St Brigid’s hall. 

Tagle promotes dignified life
Photos by the archdiocese of Melbourne, George 

Gregorio, Jess Marasigan, richard Timbury / Casamento 
Photography / Kairos Catholic Journal.The Filipino Grand Chorus Choir of Melbourne with 

Cardinal Tagle and the choir’s Director, Theresa Medina.

Fr Litoy Asis and Consul General 
Gigi Kalong with Cardinal Tagle.

Volunteers and friends with Cardinal Tagle.
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MUTYA ng Australia kim 
Fyfe finished 2nd runner up 
in the recently-concluded 
Mutya ng Pilipinas 2014 
beauty pageant held 08 Au-
gust 2014 at Solaire Resort 
and Casino Manila. Fyfe was 
also included among the Top 
10 Best in evening Gown, 
and also won Special Award 
Mutya ng Biocera.

Mutya ng Melbourne Pau-
line edralin, meanwhile, 
finished among the Top 10. 
edralin was also named Miss 
Friendship during the pre-
pageant competition.

kim and Pauline were 
chosen to represent Austra-
lia in the Philippine pageant, 
after winning the title Mutya 
ng Pilipinas and first runner-
up, respectively in the coro-
nation night held 14 June 
2014 at L’ Amour Reception. 
The Mutya ng Pilipinas 
2014 Melbourne working 
committee is composed of: 
Choy Symes, National Chair-
person; hector Calara, Press 
Coordinator; and Terry kane, 
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Fare available but not on all flights or days. Fare is non-refundable (subject to statutory rights). Limited changes permitted, charges apply. Fare does not include checked-in luggage allowance,  

which can be purchased at time of booking. Booking of all flights and payments must be done at the same time.

AUD335
Why everyone flies.cebupacificair @cebupacificair
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Mutya ng Australia bets 
shine in Philippine pageant

haydee Crupi, Rose Crupi 
and Lehi Reyes, Pageant 
Coordinators. 

Pauline Edralin wins 
Miss Friendship.

Kim Fyfe wins 2nd runner-up in the 
Mutya ng Pilipinas pageant.
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The AUTRALIAN-Filipino 
Community Services (AFCS), 
led by Norminda Forteza, held 
a Christmas in July celebra-
tion last 16 July 2014 at Scent 
Thai Restaurant in knox 
City. The Filipino seniors 
were also joined by few other 
nationalities who all enjoyed 
Christmas carols led by the 
Australian Multicultural Se-
nior Support Group. 

The event was a joint 
Planned Activity Group event 
of the Filipino seniors of 
Casey and Dandenong, knox 
Seniors and Young Genera-
tion group. Greg Jabal, Senior 
emigration Officer Commis-
sion on Filipinos Overseas, 

talked about “Strenghtening 
Ageing Filipinos in Diaspora”.

Mrs. krz Aguilar and musi-
cian Mr Salih led the group 
in the singing of Christmas 

carols. Other volunteers, 
supporters and friends also 
graced the event.

A sumptuous Thai lunch 
was served.

Norminda Forteza, 
Home and Community 
Care Manager.

Christmas in July with the elderly

Reg Jabal, Senior Emigration Officer 
of the Commission on Filipinos 
Overseas.

Photos by Meanne Gregorio
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WITh a day full of fun, 
presentation and good food 
topped by a tribute to Lydia 
John, a volunteer for 27 
years, the Planned Activity 
Group’s “Christmas in July” 
last  31 July was an unfor-
gettable experience for the 
Filipino elderlies. even the 
volunteers and staff of the 
Filipino Community Coun-
cil of Victoria (FCCVI) and 
the Philippine-Australian 
Foundation (PAFI) had a 
blast seeing the smiles on 
the faces of the seniors. 
Around 150 flocked to the 
Lakeside Reception Centre 
in Taylors Lake to this FC-
CVI’s annual event.

Various Damayan groups 
performed special numbers 
ranging from hawaiian, Fili-
piniana dance to Pinaupong 
Tinikling. The latter gained 
the most applause as two 
groups of elderlies did ti-
nikling by sitting down and 
using their canes to do the 
movements.

Lydia John: God-given care-
giver

A special tribute was held 
for Lydia John for her 27 
years of service as FCCVI 
volunteer. In his speech, 
Rolly Ferrer praised his col-
league for always giving 
100 percent in whatever 
she does especially for the 
elderlies. “To our Nanays 
and Tatays, she is their God-
given caregiver outside their 
family. She is more than a 

daughter to them. She is 
their soulmate, their ad-
viser who fortunately owns 
a huge and broad shoulder 
on which our much beloved 
Nanays and Tatays could cry 
on,” he said.

Meanwhile, Lydia is hap-
py that the community ap-
preciates her service for the 
past 35 years. “Community 
service is really my passion. 
I want to keep going. I am so 
blessed and I want to give it 
back to the community,” she 
told The Philippine Times. 
She said even when she is 
no longer with the FCCVI, 
she is willing to help the 
elderlies when she is able.

On being a volunteer
Lydia joined FCCVI in 

1987 as a volunteer helping 
to do its fundraising activi-
ties. In 1996, she was asked 
to help them in volunteer-
ing home-based support 
services which included 
visiting the elderlies in their 
homes, taking them on out-
ings and assisting them in 
their shopping. Sometimes 
these seniors would sleep 
over at her place. She as-
sisted the Planned Activ-
ity Group’s day centre and 
Damayan for the elderlies 
and people with disabilities 
and their carers. In 2003, she 
was employed as a part-time 
Day Care Centre Assistant 
until she became a Planned 
Activity Group Coordinator 
in 2010.

Lydia said volunteering 
has surprising benefits. “It 
allows me to connect to our 
community and make it a 
better place. It strengthens 
my ties to the community 
and broadens my support 
network,” she said, adding 
that volunteering has huge 
impact to the community. 

Lydia said by helping oth-
ers it kindles her own happi-
ness. “It brings fun and ful-
filment to my life especially 
helping our Nanays and 
Tatays of Damayan 1, 2, 3 
and 4,” she added, mention-
ing and thanking her team, 
Julie Bacso and Anthony 
Crisostomo for their support.

Christmas in July for Damayan groups

Lydia John with the Filipino seniors.

Lydia John (front; 9th from right) with Filipino seniors, FCCVI/PAFI officers and volunteers.
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The FILIPINO Commu-
nity Council of Victoria 
Inc. (FCCVI) and the Phil-
ippine-Australian Founda-
tion (PAFI) held a Quarterly 
Meeting of the Management 
Committee and the inaugu-
ration and blessing of the 
Building hall extension of 
the Philippine-Australian 
Multipurpose Centre. The 
event was held last 27 July 
2014. 

Philippine honorary Con-
sul General Gigi kalong led 
the ribbon cutting ceremony, 
while Fr. Alfred Yap blessed 
the extension. kalong said 
to the officers and mem-
bers, “We are not getting 

any younger, let us involve 
young people. Like Christ, 
we have done what we have 
to do. Let us decrease and let 
the others increase.” While 
acknowledging their partici-
pation and their love for the 
place and the community, 
kalong reminded them, “Let 
us not think this is ours. We 
have to protect with love not 
power.”

A special gift presentation 
was handed by John Gil-
lespie to Perla Luetic, FCCVI 
Chairperson.

Tribute to Lydia John
Officers, volunteers and 

members offered special 

tribute to Lydia John who 
resigned as Planned Activ-
ity Group Coordinator after 
27 years of service. Words 
of thanks and appreciation 
were delivered by her peers 
and friends.

Lydia will now serve as 
Business Development Man-
ager of Barkly International 
College based in Lonsdale 
Street. She is also connected 
with Community West, The 
group sang “That’s What 
Friends Are For” to honour 
Lydia. Lydia promised to 
be available to the elderlies 
when they need help. She is 
involved in the adult educa-
tion program.

FCCVI inaugurates bigger home

Paying tribute to Lydia John.

ConGen Gigi Kalong cuts the ceremonial ribbon.

Fr Alfred Yap blesses the new extension.

Perla Leutic, Norma Serrano, Lily 

Gillespie and Jing Sosa all came 

wearing yellow despite not agreeing 

on what colour to wear.
Posing for a souvenir photo.
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that you and your partner 
share financial commitments 
and responsibilities, includ-
ing: joint ownership of real 
estate or other major assets 
(for example, cars, applianc-
es) and any joint liabilities 
(for example, loans, insur-
ance); sharing of finances; 
legal commitments that you 
and your partner have under-
taken as a couple; joint bank 
accounts for a reasonable 
period of time; and shar-
ing of household bills and 
expenses. 

The nature of the household 
You will also be asked 

to provide evidence that 
you and your partner share 
responsibilities within your 
household, including: your 
living arrangements; a state-
ment outlining the basis 
on which responsibility for 
housework is distributed; 
joint ownership or joint rent-
al of the residence in which 
you live; joint utilities ac-
counts (electricity, gas, tele-
phone); joint responsibility 
for bills for day-to-day living 
expenses; joint responsibility 
for children; or correspon-
dence addressed to both you 
and your partner at the same 
address. 

Social context of the rela-
tionship 

how your relationship 
with your partner is seen by 
your friends and family will 
be considered including: 

Evidence of 
relationship 

fELIX CARAO

Migration
Mentor

WheN applying for a Partner 
visa, proof that corroborates 
your claims of a genuine and 
continuing relationship with 
your partner must be submit-
ted. here are the points you 
have to prove:

History of your relationship 
You and your partner must 

each provide a statement 
regarding the history of your 
relationship, including: how, 
when and where you first 
met; how your relationship 
developed; when you decid-
ed to marry or commence a 
de facto partner relationship; 
your domestic arrangements 
– how you support each other 
financially, physically and 
emotionally and when this 

level of commitment began; 
any periods of separation – 
when and why the separation 
occurred, for how long and 
how you maintained your 
relationship during the pe-
riod of separation; and your 
future plans. 

Evidence of your relation-
ship 

There are four broad cat-
egories of evidence that you 
need to provide: financial 
aspects; the nature of the 
household; social context 
of the relationship; and the 
nature of your commitment 
to each other. 

Financial aspects 
evidence will be required 

evidence that you and your 
partner are generally accept-
ed as a couple socially (for 
example, joint invitations, 
going out together, friends 
and acquaintances in com-
mon); the assessment of your 
friends and acquaintances 
about the nature of your 
relationship; evidence that 
you and your partner have 
declared your relationship 
to government bodies, com-
mercial/public institutions or 
authorities; statutory decla-
rations made by your or your 
partner’s parents, family 
members, relatives and other 
friends; joint membership of 
organisations or groups; and 
evidence of joint participa-
tion in sporting, cultural 
or social activities; or joint 
travel. 

here is a list of documents 
that you can present as evi-
dence of your relationship: 
•	Mortgage	documents,	Con-

tract of Sale/purchase, 

Certificate of Title, receipts 
for major items purchased 
in joint names. 

•	 Joint	 bank	or	 credit	 card	
statements listing full de-
tails of transactions and 
current balances

•	Utility	 accounts	 for	 rate	
notices, gas electricity, 
telephone/mobile, and in-
ternet connections.

•	Current	 employment	 de-
tails and/or pay slips from 
your and your sponsor’s 
employers

•	Superannuation	 state-
ments from your current 
or previous employment 
for you and for your spon-
sor; Family allowance pay-
ments

•	Birth	certificates	 for	chil-
dren of the relationship

•	Wills	and	Insurance	poli-
cies showing the names of 
the beneficiaries 

•	 Insurance	policies	(home,	
contents, car or personal)

•	Health	 care	 cards	 or	pri-

vate health insurance 
documentation/correspon-
dence

•	Documentary	evidence	 to	
support any declarations 
that you have made in the 
application form and statu-
tory declarations

•	Australian	driver’s	license	
for you and your sponsor

•	Car	registration	documents	
for you and your sponsor

•	Photographs	 at	 various	
events or social functions

•	Letters	 (including	 enve-
lopes with legible post 
marks) received at your 
current or previous home 
address either in joint or 
separate names.

Felix Carao  is a Registered Migration 
Consul tant  (MARN 1069354), 
a Qualified Education Counsellor 
(QEAC G028), and an Accredited 
Recruitment Professional (APRCSA 
51889). For enquiries, you may call 
04 1232 1187 or email him at felix@
allskills.com.au or visit  www.allskills.
com.au

Like The Philippine Times
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MIGRANTe Melbourne 
held its Winter Tipanan on 
Saturday, 26 July 2014 at 
koornang Uniting Church 
in Murrumbeena, Victoria.

Migrante’s Tipanan is a bi-
annual fundraising event to 
help maintain the Migrante 
Centre in the Philippines 
and to support distressed 
Overseas Filipino Workers 
(OFWs) and their families.

The event was attended by 
more than 100 participants 
with the support of Migrante 
Melbourne’s three chapter 
organisations: Migrante Mel-
bourne West, Migrante Mel-
bourne North and Migrante 
Melbourne east, and its sis-
ter organisations—Gabriela 
Australia and AnakBayan 
Melbourne.

Members of other Filipino 
organisations including the 
Filipino Community Council 
of Victoria Inc (FCCVI) and 
Melbourne Triskelion were 
also present and provided 
support to the event.

Dr Ali khan, the Chair-
person of Victoria Commu-

nity engagement Committee, 
gave a short message on 
community engagement and 
the importance of active in-
volvement of Filipino groups 
in the community such as 
that of Migrante Melbourne.

The night continued with 
Original Pilipino Music 
(OPM) live band, trivia con-
test, dancing, raffles and an 
auction of a return ticket to 
the Philippines.

Migrante Melbourne will 
hold a Cultural Tipanan 
later this year to continue 
its advocacy and support to 
OFWs and their families in 
the Philippines, in Australia 
and around the world.

Photos by Dexter Suganob

Migrante holds 2014 
Winter Tipanan
Reyvi Mariñas

Chianne Kelly sings Katy 
Perry’s ‘Roar’.

Drawing of the raffle tickets with Sheila Kotsakis (emcee), 
Liza Aquino Di Blasio (Western Union) and Charo Pompa 
(Migrante Melbourne Secretary-General).

Migrante officers hand over the return ticket to Homer 
Bassig, the winner of the ticket auction.
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The CeBUANO Associa-
tion of Australia will host 
the first Adobo festival on 
6 September at Springvale 
LAC Centre. The festival 
aims to promote the Filipino 
signature dish, adobo. An 
authentic Filipino recipe, 
adobo is primarily meat 
of any type which is usu-
ally marinated in soy sauce, 
vinegar and garlic and can 
be cooked in many different 
ways. Adobo festival has 
become an annual event in 
the U.S. for nine years now, 
but it is going to be held in 

Melbourne for the first time. 
An adobo cooking contest 

will highlight the Adobo fes-
tival and is open to anyone 
who is excellent at cooking 
adobo. esteemed chefs in 
Melbourne have been in-
vited to act as judges for the 
competition.

“There are different vari-
ations on how adobo is 
cooked in the Philippines”, 
said Alex Sy, president of 
the Cebuano Association of 
Australia. “Our focus is to 
bring and highlight this to 
Filipinos and Australians 

in Melbourne. It gives an 
opportunity for participants 
to showcase their style of 
home-cooked adobo.”

The event starts at 6 pm. 
Tickets will be sold at the 
venue for $15. Participants 
for the adobo cooking con-
test are required to register 
on or before 31 August and 
have to pay a registration 
fee of $25.

enquiries about the Adobo 
festival and adobo cooking 
competition can be directed 
to ifo@cebuanoaustralia.
com.au.

Search for the best 
adobo recipe on

We don’t have to look up to the sky and search for a star. 
Here in The Philippine Times, you are the STAR.  This is your newspaper.  

This is your story. This is your place. 
Dahil sa Philippine Times, kayo ang aming artista! 

The Philippine Times
Serving the Filipino community for 23 years now.

Visit: www.philtimes.com.au
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ThIS month I have taken it upon 
myself to express my views on life’s 
experience, the way it has worked 
for me and my family. Because for far 
too long, we have grown up with the 
old-fashioned mentality of our great 
grandfathers, where they worked 
for 52 years of their life and lived an 
average of 7-8 years in retirement as 
their philosophy was “we buy our 
home, pay it off over 20 odd years 
and then the government will keep 
us in our retirement”. They relied 
on the government for all of their 
needs henceforth our welfare state 
of today’s economy.      

Refer to the picture and on the 
far left we have a timeline. This 
denotes our life from our birth until 
our death. In the first instance, from 
birth to 4 years old, we are taught and 
influenced by our parents, grand-
parents and family; from 4-6 years 
old we go to preschool or childcare 
and have another set of influences 
on our lives education. From 6 to 12 
years of age, we go to primary school 
and are taught by another group of 
school teachers who influence us in 
accordance to their standards. Then 
we go to secondary schools and have 
another set of school teacher influ-
ences, this then continues at Univer-
sity for the next 5-8 years depending 

on our vocational area of study, and 
again we come under another set 
of influences such as peer pressure 
from our fellow students, professors 
and lecturers.

Finally, we come to our working 
timeline where today we have 38-42 
years of work and prepare ourselves 
for our retirement where with the ad-
vancement of medical research and 
better working condition, the average 
Australian lifespan has increased on 
average by 18-20 years in retirement. 
In comparison to our forefathers in 
the early 1900’s who worked an aver-
age of 52 years and only enjoyed an 
average of seven years in retirement. 

Why is this? even in my time as 
a 15-16 year old in 1960, we used 
to go out and get a job whereas 90% 
of today’s counterparts are going to 
universities until the mid-20s before 
they graduate and get into the work-
force, and we now enjoy an extended 
lifespan well into our 80’s. Accord-
ingly from now on, we can no longer 
rely on the government pension to 
support us in our retirement and we 
need to provide for ourselves to lead 
a reasonable lifestyle in retirement, 
otherwise we will be a burden to 
our families. 

Finally we get a job, and this comes 
under the livelihood cycle. Our 
job pays for our home occupation 
whether paying for our mortgage or 
it pays for our rental, and also for 

our living expenses, our children’s 
education and our lifestyle expenses. 
however, the average last generation 
Australian has not concerned itself 
with its retirement plan and when 
we come to retirement, we are again 
entirely relying on the government 
for support and are living on the pov-
erty line as the government cannot 
pay for our lifestyle we had during 
our working years. 

May I suggest we now look at our 
cycles and along with our livelihood 
cycle which pays for our lifestyle. Let 
us as soon as we possibly can after 
commencing work consider putting 
in place a savings plan which along 
with the purchase of our first home 
can initiate the long term investment 
cycle. In the first instance, we must 
start saving; this can be in the form 
of bank interest bearing deposits, 
do some salary sacrificing into your 
industry Superannuation Funds, and 
learn how to budget your money. 
Because the average Australian sav-
ings plans are like this: we get paid 
our wages and we spend, spend, 
spend and save what is left over. Do 
you know what is left over? A big fat 
“0”? The right way to save is to set a 
budget, have your wage paid directly 
into your bank account and put aside 
a minimum of 10% of your wage or 
more if you can afford it and live 
within your budget and your future 
will change for the better.

If you initiate 
this practice as 
your deposits 
grow, you can 
then initiate your 
investment strate-
gies and the form 
of investments 
can include prop-
erty, shares and 
fixed interest and 
as your industry 
Superannuation 
Funds grow, you 
can also estab-
lish your Self-
managed Super-
annuation Fund 
(SMSF) and take 
control of your 
money and in-
vest in Property/
Shares or other 
form of invest-
ment of  your 
choice. 

If you do this, 
once you retire 
your “Livelihood Cycle” finishes, 
and will be replaced by your “Long 
Term Investment Cycle”, this will 
take its place and you can then en-
joy a lifestyle in retirement that you 
have enjoyed during your working 
years, without living on the poverty 
line as provided by the government 
pension. By the way, for the next 

generation, they will not receive an 
adequate pension until they are at 
least 70 years of age for any person 
born after 1st January 1966.
Should you have any questions or would like to 
seek further assistance on property investment 
or first home buyer options, please feel free to 
call Albert Sy  on 03 9813 8188, Mobile: 0409 
952 994  Email: albert@mbic.com.au.
Disclaimer can be viewed on www.mbic.com.au.

Four cycles of life
Albert Sy
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WheN most of his contem-
poraries have bowed out of 
the limelight, he remains a 
force be reckoned with. he 
has defined our version of 
world-class performance, 
setting the bar for Philip-
pine entertainment. And no 
pretentious wannabes have 
successfully snatched the 
crown or the title “Mr Pure 
energy” from him. he effec-
tively stood the test of time, 
defying not only the parade 
of years but also his diabe-
tes condition – proving that 
the Gary Valenciano today 
is still very much the Gary 
Valenciano of the 1980s.

 What better way for Gary 
to reaffirm this than to find 
himself almost 4,000 miles 
from his territory, pleasantly 
basking in the crazy admira-
tion of fans gathered at the 
National Theatre in St kilda 
on the cold, damp night of 
12 July. Crazy? Yes, it was 
happy crazy! even from the 
box office, you could hear 
the crowd cheering and 
clamouring. The historic 
venue, which dates back 
to 1920, was packed with 
people high on adrenaline. 
The crowd was singing, 
dancing and wearing the 
most humongous smiles 
possible. And during the in-
terspersed silence, everyone 
was beautifully smitten with 
the man’s stories, antics and 
surprises. even Liz honey, 
who is the show’s producer 
here in Melbourne, was on 
her toes all night – having 
the best time of her life.

 In between numbers, 
Gary jokingly admitted that 
the only undeniable dif-
ference from his old self is 
the heavy breathing that 
follows every performance. 
Despite this, there was no 
stopping or slowing the 
48-year-old singer. he per-
formed like there was no 
tomorrow, owning every 
inch of the stage with his 
version of Michael Jackson’s 
dance moves coupled with 

some of the most outrageous 
swagger that helped sky-
rocket his career. his singing 
voice soared and filled the 
hall, leaving everyone mes-
merised and impressed with 
that prowess that is only his.

 The three-hour show 
was a journey to his 30-year 
career as he sang hits after 
hits that sealed not only his 
bankability but also dictated 
his fate as an artist. It was 
a showcase of his diverse 
talent as he also played the 
drums, cracked jokes and 
made convincing imitations 
of people. It was also a treat 
to quality entertainment 
that came complete with 
sounds, videos, lighting and 
impeccable timing. But what 
impressed me the most was 
Gary’s talent as a storyteller. 
It brought a seamless transi-
tion to the show and greatly 
enriched the experience. 
Somewhere down the line, 
I felt that apart from being 
entertained, I was also being 
blessed by the experience.

 As a UNICeF ambassa-
dor, Gary shared touching 
stories of his visit to Taclo-
ban, taking the audience 
on a graphic tour on the 
aftermath of Yolanda which 
he summed up with a strong 
message on the unsinkable 
spirit of the Filipinos. he 
emphasized the importance 
of family and how we can 
become better parents to 
our children before his son, 
Paolo, joined him onstage. 
The eldest son of Gary and 
Angeli Pangilinan held his 
own against his Dad, bring-
ing to life a wonderful med-
ley of classics. So when 
Gary encouraged the crowd 
to “allow their children to 
spread their wings and fly 
and then soar beside them”, 
he was not preaching but 
was keen on manifesting it. 
he also acknowledged his 
Puerto Rican roots by per-
forming songs like Smooth 
and La Bamba.  And when 
his repertoire segued to 
inspirational songs, he 
punctuated that set with 
“Shout for Joy” where he 

had everyone pumping their 
right hands in the air and in 
perfect unison. In my mind, 
that moment transformed 
into something incredible 
and indescribable -- tran-
scending time, faces and 
place.

 There are shows that 
entertain but Gary’s concert 
superbly entertains and 
more importantly, enriches 
the soul. Yes, Gary has suc-
cessfully defied the years 
-- neither showing age nor 
hint of his star waning but 
the years have also made 
him a great performer and a 
better person. Only an artist 
with his experience can cre-
ate an intimate relationship 
with his audience and only 
a person like Gary takes 
the opportunity to use that 
experience to impart life’s 
valuable lessons through his 
songs and stories.

 Before he said good night 
to his adoring crowd, Gary 
thoughtfully sang Babalik 
ka Rin – a song that fit-
tingly capped his concert 
and successfully reinstated 
everyone’s pride as a Filipi-
no. When the music, video 
and lights died down, fans 
braved the cold night bring-
ing with them hope that it 
wasn’t just Gary who left a 
lasting impression on them 
but that Melbourne’s love 
also impressed upon the 
man an enduring memory 
that is enough to make him 
want to come back. Soon.

Contact: Joe Misolas
Mobile: 0409-590-850

Email: jmisolas@bigpond.net.au

JAG Driving School

"Your journey to safe 
driving begins with us."

Gary V: Defying the years
Kristhine Gestano

 Photos by ren Bayani/SB3 
Photography and Dong Nicolas

Gary V with the Melbourne crew and producers, Liz and Mike Honey.

BKODE Dance Crew

Pamela David and JKP

Gary V and son Paolo Valenciano
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MANY people braved the 
chilly winter night just to 
listen to Asia’s Nightingale 
and Las Vegas’ Siren of the 
Strip Lani Misalucha at the 
kingston City hall in Mel-
bourne on 2 August. This 
was my first time to see her 
perform live; and in this age 
of Twitter and Instagram, I 
was instantly transformed 
into a fan the moment she 
came onstage and claimed 
it as “Queen of the Night.”

The show’s repertoire 
didn’t have a theme but 
it met the audience’s ex-
pectation of listening to 
Lani belt out some of her 
classic singles and covers 
that included pop, love and 
movie theme songs. She 
kept everybody warm when 
she serenaded the audience 
with her version of “One 
hello,” “Love Will keep Us 
Together,” and “Starting 
Over Again.”

however, Lani was just 
warming up. She moved 
everyone with her touching 
rendition of “Saan Darat-
ing ang Umaga” especially 
when she shared how the 
music video was done à la 
social experiment, in which 

she was disguised as a street 
singer, together with a blind 
couple, performing at the 
busy streets of Manila.

Lani’s interpretation of 
“Love on Top” was also 
seamless. She described 
it as a song that seems to 
increase its notes endlessly. 
She wrapped up her first 
set with a very powerful 
performance of “My heart 
Will Go On,” and had some 
of the audience members 
standing.

Indeed, Lani went on 
(and on) as she opened her 
second set with the show-
stopping classic aria “Nes-
sun Dorma.” And there was 
simply no stopping Lani. 
Wanting to satisfy the audi-
ence who cheered for more 
similar operatic music, she 
followed it up with the 
pseudo-operatic midsection 
of “Bohemian Rhapsody” to 
the crowd’s delight.

As the show came to a 
close, Lani sang “Anak,” 
which is included in her 
latest album “The Nightin-
gale Returns,” and capped 
the night with a heartfelt 
delivery of “Bukas na lang 
kita Mamahalin.” As ex-
pected, the audience asked 
for more, and Lani just 
gave everyone that encore 

Michael Kho Lim

Confessions of an Insta-fan

song—a cover of katy Per-
ry’s “Roar,” which led some 

of Lani’s fans to dance the 
night away.

(Editor ’s note: The concert was 
produced by Ed and Obeth Guevarra 

of EMG Sports and Entertainment 
Network.)

Pamela David Sisters Charlene and Jehscy Sotelo.
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We all have dreams we want 
fulfiled. For musician and 
writer Ida Anita del Mundo, 
it is writing a Filipino epic 
story. This dream began to 
see fruition when she had 
the opportunity to visit Lake 
Sebu, South Cotabato, in 
July last year as a reporter 
for The Philippine Starweek 
magazine.

The place is inhabited by 
the T’bolis, an ethnic group 
renowned for their tradi-
tional t’nalak cloth, which is 
tediously handwoven from 
abaca fibers. Many patterns 
for the cloth are manifested 
in a weaver’s dream, thus 
T’boli weavers are popularly 
dubbed “dream weavers.”

The beauty of Lake Sebu 
inspired Ida. She found this 
to be the perfect setting for 
a story she has been devel-
oping, with the tradition of 
t’nalak weaving becoming 
the thread that tied the 
whole narrative together, 
and the T’boli culture, in-
cluding its art and music, 
further enriching the story.

Then the Cinemalaya 

Philippine Independent 
Film Festival entered the 
picture. Del Mundo’s dream 
script became bigger than 
she expected. It’s coming to 
life on the big screen.

K’na, the Dreamweaver 
tells the story of k’na, a 
T’boli princess and the vil-
lage’s next dream weaver 
who is torn between follow-
ing her heart and marrying 
someone for the sake of 
restoring peace in her com-

munity. K’na means “dream” 
in T’boli language.

In the process of doing the 
project and interacting with 
the T’bolis, Ida observes 
them to be very modern but 
their traditions are still very 
much alive, including their 
respect for abaca.

“The t’nalak is an integral 
part of the milestones in 
their lives—like birthing 
and marriage,” Ida explains. 
“But what was most interest-

ing to me was even in their 
everyday life, you could 
sense the presence of their 
t’nalak tradition. When we 
were having problems on 
the set, the locals described 
the situation as ‘tangled 
abaca threads.’ Then we did 
a ritual at the lake in respect 
to Fu Dalu, the goddess 
of abaca, and everything 
worked out from then. The 
abaca threads were straight-
ened out.”

(Editor’s note: K’na, the Dreamweaver 
is a finalist at the 10th Cinemalaya 
Philippine Independent Film Festival 
running from 1 to 10 August at the 

Cultural Center of the Philippines 
and other Philippine cinemas. View 
the full article on http://wp.me/p1toAj-
7Qu)

L-R: Mara Lopez, Alex Medina, Nonie 
Buencamino, Bembol Roco (pls crop 
the man leftmost)

The dreams we weave
Michael Kho Lim

AN INSPIRATIONAL book 
authored by Lorna Ramirez 
will be launched on 16 Au-
gust 2014 at her residence in 
Avondale heights. Titled My 
Innermost Thoughts, the book 
is a collection of the author’s 
strongest beliefs and convic-
tions, and offers encourage-

ment and enlightenment to 
young and old readers from all 
walks of life. It was published 
by Sid harta.

Ramirez was born and 
raised in Manila. She has a de-
gree in Chemical engineering, 
and worked as a laboratory 
technician before migrating 

to Australia in 1977. She has 
travelled extensively, gaining 
much from her interactions 
with people all over the world 
and building a strong foun-
dation for her philosophies 
about life. She loves garden-
ing, cooking, reading and 
playing the piano. 

Lorna Ramirez (third from right), launches her first book amongst family and friends.

BKODE Dance Crew won First Place 
during the recent Australian Dance 
Crew Championships Melbourne 
Prelims. Members include Marlon 
Sangalang, Melvin Gamboa, 
Ajay Rodriguez, Richard Baculo, 
Jonathan Samson, Lowell Demetita, 
Treston Cuschieri, Aaron Jules, 
Brian Limco, Christopher Oray, 
Carlo Castillo, Christopher Vicente, 
Gian Magdaluyo, Jay Mayor, 
Matthew Gozon, Karl Sanchez, 
Roberto Lazaro, Fenando Molina 
and EJ Tuazon.

Kings of the dancefloorInspirational book 
to be launched
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andGlit GlAM
60 fruitful years. 
Three things that make 
Francis Goh’s 60th 
birthday celebration 
extra special: First is the 
presence of his friends 
and family members 
enjoying the live band 
and lovely food and 
laughter. Second is his 
wife, Melan singing 
for him, “I Can’t Stop 
Loving You”, and third 
is his daughter, Serene 
(seated, left) delivering a 
special message in front 
of people, thanking him: 
“You have brought me 
up to be hard working, 
to live my life with high 
morals and to be always 
thoughtful and kind to 
everyone I meet.” These 
sum up how the man is 
well loved by the people 
around him.

Jayden’s first. 
Jayden Misolas-Hean 

celebrated his first 

birthday last 31 May 2014 

at the Christ Our Holy 

redeemer Hall in east 

Oakleigh with parents, 

Panha and Jisela, other 

family members and 

friends who all enjoyed 

the night of games, 

photo booth, good food 

and lollies.
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andGlit GlAM
double 8, double 
luck. Nanay Maria 
Catayas is kissed here 
by her loving husband, 
Tatay Mamerto as she 
blows her birthday 
candles in celebration 
of her 88th birthday. 
Photos below 
show Nanay Maria’s  
grandchildren and 
daughters in australia.

NSW—The Melbourne Inte-
grated Sports Club (MISCI) 
had a runner-up finish to 
Sydney Amigos to the tune of 
57-59 in a finals game played 
at the 38th National Australian 
Sports Association (NASA) 
Global Filipinos Goodwill 
Games on 19 and 20 April 
2014 in Sydney, NSW. The 
team was composed of Mi-
chael Ogdoc, captain; Wayne 
Suzara, vice-captain; and 
LJ Chan, Jose Ternate, Owie 
Sarvida, Marvin Lugtu, Web-

ster Deleon and Justin ku-
lyk, team members. Raphael 
Sanding was also fielded to 
compete in the Men’s Divi-
sion 2 Golf Competition in 
the same tournament. he 
finished second.

The NASA tournament 
opened competitions in bas-
ketball, chess, golf and tennis 
for competitors from New 
South Wales, New Territory, 
South Australia and Victoria.

The MISCI officers and 
volunteers who helped in the 

competition include Sammy 
Diego, NASA and MISCI 
Director; Sabino Riego, Secre-
tary; Tamara kulyk, Assistant 
Secretary; Susan Gabriel, 
Treasurer; Adel Gamat, As-
sistant Treasurer; Manol-
ing Gamat, Sports; Bhoy 
Sanding, Sports Director; 
Fidel Oray, hilda Oray, eddie 
Lureta and Violy Laureta, Or-
ganisers; Dave Viovicencio, 
edna Parolma, Alfie Fittis, 
Vicky kulyk and Justin kulyk, 
Volunteers. 

Melbourne teams finish 2nd 
in NASA Goodwill Games

go to fightdementia.org.au/vic for more details
The National Dementia Helpline and 
Dementia Awareness Month are 
Australian Government initiatives

Australian Filipino Community 
Services in partnership with 
Alzheimer’s Australia Vic invite 
you to a wonderful opportunity 
for Spanish-speaking seniors, 
Filipinos and Australians to gather 
to celebrate great memories 
of friendship and discuss brain 
health. 

Free tapas and empanada!  

Be sure to come along and  
join us for a great day.

Interpreters will be provided  
upon request.

‘Amigos para Siempre’
Friends for Life!

The Dove Seniors Wellbeing Centre
78 Power Street, Doveton VIC

TIMe: 11:00am 

WeDNesDay 
17 sepTeMber 2014

rsvp  
WeDNesDay 10 sepTeMber      
bOOKINGs esseNTIaL:  
For enquiries or to RSVP call 
Australian Filipino Community Services  
(03) 9701 3421

Email info@afcs.org.au

cOMMuNITy eveNT

Supported by Southern Migrant & Refugee Centre, Ventana 
Hispana, Monash Health and the Alfred Hospital

i am 70! Fearless in 

her declaration as she 

epitomises someone 

who defies age, Norma 

San Diego Santos 

recently celebrated 

her 70th birthday with 

family and friends at 

Lezette restaurant.
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WhAT is number one killer 
of success? What is that key 
factor that is preventing you 
from achieving your goal? 
The answer is “Procrasti-
nation”. This trait causes 
more failures and disap-
pointments, more despair 
and constant disagreements 
with husbands and wives. 
This trait is ingrained with-
in us from childhood. Do 
you remember saying to 
your parents “mamaya na 
po” after they have told you 
ten times to take the rubbish 
out or wash the dishes? We 
learned that from our par-
ents and in turn we repeat 
what we model. I call this 
“Pressing the Snooze But-
ton”— it’s when the alarm 
goes off in the morning 
and you press the snooze 

button to sneak in an extra 
4 minutes and 59 seconds 
before you decide to press 
the snooze button again. 
By doing this, you run a 
high chance of running late, 
missing a flight, appoint-
ment, train or get stuck on 
the Monash Freeway.

After speaking to a few 
people within our commu-
nity, many reminded me 
that the Spaniards taught 
this “Mañana habit” to us 
(Manana means tomorrow 
or a specified future time). 
Didn’t they leave 400 years 
ago? I think that many of 
us are just using that as an 
excuse and procrastinating 
in making a change. having 
this trait for 400 years has 
not served you/the culture 
well at all. I may be mind 

THAD MANGALINO

The Inner
Game

The power of 
acting now!

reading here but I believe 
that the deep root cause of 
the habit of procrastination 
is fear—fear in succeed-
ing on the task, fear about 
achieving the goal and fear 
of getting out of your com-
fort zone. There is also a fear 
of ‘if I did this task now and 
efficiently, they will expect 
it all the time’.

Tomorrow morning I chal-
lenge you to get up once the 
alarm clock beeps. You have 
to get up. An extra five min-
utes in bed will not make a 
difference except delay you 
for an extra five minutes. 
That list of things you need 
to do, act on it straight away, 
take ownership and pride 
in completing the tasks you 
wrote.

The reality is that the 
most successful people are 
the people who don’t sit on 
their hands and wait for 
conditions to be perfect; 
they stand up and get go-
ing. They grind and grind 
until the objective has been 
met. They too have experi-
enced wanting to press the 
snooze button and procras-
tinate. The difference is that 
they push through and act 
straight away. You can have 
all the ambition, potential 
and reasons WhY! But if 
you procrastinate and don’t 
act on it, it will be all in 
vain.  Until next time, STAY 
FOCUSeD.
For comments or feedback, email 
thad@firmfocuspt.com.
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Accommodation - 
Australia

ROOM 
ACCOMMODATION
Contact:   ELY
Address: Avondale Heights 

(Melbourne)
Mobile  0412 333 314
Fully-furnished room with own bath-
room and toilet  located in  Avondale 
Heights.  100%  privacy with own 
entrance. $150.00 per week with no 
bills.  Filipinos only. 

Accommodation - 
Philippines

BALIKBAYAN 
ACCOMMODATION
Contact:  J-Mark Rodriguez
Address: GMA-Kamuning 

corner Edsa, Quezon 
City

Phone  (03) 8383 7832
Mobile 0413 577 786
  0412 201 784
Email:  jeumerc@yahoo.com /   

      jeumerc@gmail.com
FOR RENT: 3  bedroom loft type 
(sleeps  6 max) /short - long stay/
fully furnished/free use of amenities/
Own access to MRT station/MRT ride 
to nearby major malls. $50  per night. 
Check in Time: 2:00PM / Check out 
Time: 12 NN.

Accountants, 
Auditors & Tax 

Agents
BINGHAY & CO p/L
Contact: Purita Binghay

11 Dandenong Road East, 
Frankston, VIC 3199

Phone (03) 9770 0066
Fax   (03) 9770 0466
Email: purita@binghayco.com.au

JY ACCOUNTING 
SERVICES
Contact:  Josie Young

15 Clover Close, Berwick,  
VIC 3806

Other Branches: Berwick,  
Melton and Trafalgar 

Mobile 0435 353 061
Email: jsyoung@internode.on.net

Personal (Rental/CGT) & Business Tax 
(GST/ABN).

MABAG 
ACCOUNTING 
AND TAxATION 
SERVICES
Contact: Manuel Mabag, 

FIPA, M.Comm

14 Bendemere Rise, 
Langwarrin, VIC 3910

Ph/Fax (03) 9789 9119
Mobile 0438 789 911
E-mail: mbmabag@bigpond.com
Public Accountant and Registered Tax 
Agent. Individual, Business & Invest-
ment Tax Returns, BAS. We come to 
you for your convenience. 

Child Care 
Services

CHILDRENINA 
FAMILY DAY CARE
Contact: Morning Grace 

Rodriguez(Educator)
Truganina & Hoppers 

Crossing 3029
Phone (03)83837832 
Mobile  0413577786
Website:www.childrenina.com.au
Flexible Services offered :FULL TIME/
PART TIME CARE, BEFORE/AFTER 
SCHOOL CARE, SCHOOL DROP OFF & 
PICK UP, CASUAL/WEEKEND/EMER-
GENCY/SCHOOL HOLIDAY CARE
Early Start Care / Finish late (Flexible 
time with prior enrollment/arrange-
ment)

Computer Services

G’S IT COMpUTER 
REpAIRS
Contact: Gerardo Visperas
Mobile 0433 655 193
CompTIA A+Certified Professional IT 
Technician, Microsoft Certified System 
Engineer. Computer expert for all your 
computer problems. Services: Virus/
Spyware Removal, Hardware Upra-
grades, Data Recovery-Internet Security, 
Build Computer According to your Speci-
fication, All you computer needs. 

AARON’S 
COMpUTER 
SERVICES
PC Repairs and Upgrades / Hardware 
and Software Installations 
PC Reformat / Assembly of new com-
puter that suits your budget
+ Bonus Music and Movies for your 
PC if you’re interested.
Contact: 
Aaron 0433 076 276 
for a free consultation.
“Your local Filipino computer expert.”

Dentists
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WESTERN DENTAL 
CARE pTY. LTD.
Contact: Dr. Nenita  

Evangelista-Lalin

204-206 Station Road Deer 
Park, VIC 3023

Phone (03) 9361 2166
      (03) 9363 7772
Fax  (03) 9363 7872
Mobile 0403 717 820
If you need fillings, tooth extractions, 
dentures, teeth cleaning, teeth whitening.

Discount Beds & 
Furnitures

MELBOURNE 
BEDDINGS AND 
FURNITURES 
Contact: Bill/Chris/Vicky
Shops  61 and 68,  

Footscray Market 

Hopkins Street,  
Footscray,  VIC  3011

Phone (03) 9481 2628
Vicky 0425 804 948
Chris 0430 105 295
We sell all sorts and sizes of mattresses 
and furnitures at discount and factory 
prices. Friendly service.

Dance Instructors/ 
Choreographers

AUDIOSOUL
Contact: TET OR MANNY
Phone
   Manny (03) 8390 1118
Mobile 
   Tet  0431 813 311
Email: audiosoulinfo@gmail.com
Website:www.audiosoulhouseof-

music.com
Providing Quality Sound and Lighting 
Systems and DJ Services (of any 
generation) for AllOccasions.

CHEMIxTRY MOBILE
Contact: DJ Dan
Mobile  0415 199 898
Email: chemixtrymobile@yahoo.

com.au or pinoydjmelbourne@
yahoo.com.au.

Affordable DJ hire in Melbourne!
Chemixtry Mobile provides music, 
lighting and projection equipment 
with affordable DJ hire. It specialises 
in birthdays, weddings, christenings, 
dinner dances and other parties.

 

KAYUMANGGI 
ENTERTAINMENT
DJ Pogz (Gary Cajili) and
DJ Awie (Aldwin Cajili)
Contact: Gary Cajili

Mobile  0431489198
Phone  97992327
Email: gcajili@optusnet.com.au
Party DJ for all your occasions; birth-
days, engagement, weddings, special 
events and corporate functions.
We cater to any music styles you may 
need with our quality sound and
lighting and we will make your event a 
huge success.
 

 

L&J MOBILE DISCO
Contact: DeejayJoe Vibal
Mobile 0431 819 312
Email: djjoe01@yahoo.com
DJ Joe specialises in commercial RnB, 
Old school hip-hop, House, Top chart 
hits, and Retro. 

MDIEZ SOUND N 
MOTION
Contact: MELVIN / LALAINE

Phone (03) 9799 7386

MLV ACCOUNTING
Contact:  Michael Venezuela 

CPA
PO Box 2949,  Rowvillle,  

VIC  3178
Phone 03 9759 5075
Mobile 0412 329 378                                             
Email:  michael_venezuela@yahoo.

com.au
Registered tax agent.  Qualified Ac-
countant – CPA Australia
UP Diliman – BS Business Administra-
tion & Accountancy
All  accounting and taxation services.
WE COME TO YOU.  By appoint-
ment only.

MY JOB IS YOUR 
ACCOUNTS
Contact: Gemma Lim Cruz  

BBus, IPA, NTAA, TAX 
and ASIC agent 

P.O. BOX 392, Werribee Vic 
3030

Phone   (03) 9748 2740
Fax   (03) 9748 9193
Mobile   0433 854 650
E:  gemma@myjobisyouraccounts.

com.au
Accounting /taxation/ bookkeeping /
leasing /Business ASIC Compliance/
superannuation/general insurance/
business valuation/workcover

Auto Mechanical 
Repairs

SpOT ON TYRES 
AND AUTO
Contact: Efren Callos
10 Berkshire Road, 

Sunshine, VIC 3020
Phone  (03) 9311 4838 
Mobile  0422 830 992
New and Used Tyres, Repairs and 
Services.

Bakeries  

JASMINE’S BREAD 
AND CAKES
Contact: Cora or Joyce
19 Chiswick Crescent 

Derrimut, VIC 3030 
Cora 0433 801 532
Joyce  0433 776 720
Landline 03 9361 2401
Phone (03) 9361 2401
Mobile 0433 776 720
We make Filipino bread, hopia, siopao, 
special ensaymada, pandesal and 
many more. We also accept made-to-
order cakes for all occasions.

MASARAp BAKERY 
AND ASIAN 
GROCERY
Contact: Julie or Vince
178 Churchill Avenue, 

Braybrook, VIC 3019
Phone (03) 9311 1096
Phone 0414 528 983 
For specialty Filipino bakery products: 
Pan de sal/pan de coco/ensaymada/
hopia/ monay and lots more.

Bakeries and
Take-away

JOLLY B’S BAKERY 
& TAKEAWAY
Contact: Peter/Carina/Alex
123 Lower Dandenong  

RoadMentone, VIC  3194
Phone (03)  9585 7002
Mobile  0407 958 442
Special pandesal, ensaymada, Span-
ish bread-ube, etc./special longganisa 
- tocino/Filipino culinary dishes - ca-
tering/Asian groceries/delivery 

Blinds and Curtains

LUxCEL BLINDS
Contact:  Jenny  or Doreen
Factory and Showroom

13  Waigani Avenue
Deer Park, VIC  3023
Phone (03) 8390 1121
Fax (03) 8390 1158
Email:  info@luxcel.com.au
Web:  www.luxcel.com.au
All types of blinds/Roller and Planta-
tion Binds
Security Doors/Free Measure and 
Quotes

Cakes

pINOY KEYK 
KLASIKS
Contact:  Dino
6  Wordsworth Place
Delahey, VIC  3037
Mobile   0433 604 394 

0439 038 794
Facebook:  Pinoy Keyk Klasiks
Home-based baking business by a 
self-taught Pinoy in Delahey, Vic.
Our bestsellers include: Ube maca-
puno cake, Buko pandan, Dulce de 
leche, pistachio and toblerone sans 
rival, and seasonal cakes such as 
mango and avocado.
Our product is anchored in our aim 
“to let our sweet Pinoy home-baked
classics bring us back home”.

Cars - New and Used

WESTSIDE HONDA
Contact: Frankie Pastrana, Jr.
2–6  Heaths Road, Hoppers 

Crossing  Vic  3029
Mobile   0422 536 007
Email: frankjnr04@gmail.com
SPECIALISES IN NEW AND USED 
CARS. FINANCE AVAILABLE.

Mobile 0455 277 793  
0458 464 640

Email: panong_gwapo15@yahoo.com
Social ballroom dance instructor / chore-
ographer / disc jockey

 

**MR. DJ** 

 

Affordable DJ SOUND 
AND LIGHTS HIRE for 
BIRTHDAY, WEDDING,  ANNIVERSARY,  FUND 
RAISING, DINNER DANCE  PARTIES ( ALL 
OCCASIONS ) 
 

MR. DJ& pA SOUND 
HIRE
Contact: Roel or Bing Macam

Mobile 0433 924 953  
0423 189 353

Email:  roelmcm@yahoo.com.au
Affordable price for all party occasions. 
We also sell beauty products: (1) 
Miracle Wonder Healing. All natural, 
no chemicals, all herbal. (2) Kojic 
Soap-Whitening, anti-aging, remove 
dark black spots all over the body.

Door-to-Door Sea 
&/or Air Freight 

Services

DAUSAN  
INTERNATIONAL  

Phone : (03) 97997624 
               (03) 97042876 
Mob : 0490 065 745 
Contact : John / Ramon 
 

Door to Door to Phils. Air & Sea 
Reverse Cargo – Phils to Aust 
Relocation / Lipat bahay 
Parcel, Large Cargo - Worldwide 

DAUSAN 
INTERNATIONAL 
FREIGHT 
FORWARDER
Contact:  John/Arlene 

Phone (03) 9799 7624 
    (03) 9704 2876 
Mobile  0490 065 745
Fast, Reliable, Dedicated Doorto Door 
Balikbayan Boxes to Philippines
Servicing Filipino community for more 
than 20 years.

LBC HARI NG 
pADALA
Unit 4, 51-53 Westwood 

Drive, Ravenhall 
  Vic 3023
Phone 1800 522 0000
Sea freight / Air Freight / Money Remit-
tance Services.

Driving Schools
DRIVING SCHOOL
Contact: Cecilia Pham
215-217 Sydney Road, 

Coburg VIC 3058
Mobile 0411 498 709
Email: cecilia.pham@annecto.org.au
Experienced driving instructor will help 
you to get your licence. Automatic or 
Manual. Learned by hour or plan. Serve 
all suburbs in Western area and Pascoe 
Vale, Brunswick, Coburg. New Car. 
For more information, please contact 
0411 498 709.

MOONLIGHT  
DRIVING SCHOOL 
Contact:  Leo or Lolit
Ph/Fax   (03) 9305 4896
Leo:  0401 739 802 
Lolit:  0411 969 332  
Keys2drive Accredited Driving 
Instructor
(Log to keys2drive.com.au for a Free 
Lesson)
Email: moonlight_driving@bigpond.

com
Email: lolitaadsl@dodo.com.au 
ADTAV member since 1990
-Accredited Driver Trainer 
-Over 23 years experienced 
-Best technique in reverse parallel 
parking. 
-Western and Northern Suburbs. 

 

RED Driving Academy
Contact: Rachael

Mobile  0433 722 323
Email: reddrivingacademy@gmail. com
FEMALE INSTRUCTOR

AUTO / MANUAL
WESTERN SUBURBS
PACKAGES AVAILABLE

R.M.M. DRIVING 
SCHOOL 
Gov’t Accredited Cert. III & IV 
Contact: Rowen Maranan
P.O. Box 1055, Preston, VIC 

3072 
Phone  (03) 9449 5779
Mobile  0414 959 224

Electrical 
Contractors

ODIp ELECTRICS
R.E.C. 17898
Contact: Alfredo Artuz - 

Electrical Contractor

Phone   (03) 9366 8486
Mobile   0401 732 938
Email: odipelectrics@hotmail.com
All electrical installations:
Safety certificate / Satellite TV, TFC & 
Christian channel / Digital antennae / 
TV points / Audio\video intercon / Ov-
ens, stoves, hot water / Home theater 
/ Testing and tagging, Split system air 
conditioning / Switchboard upgrades / 
Domestic Electrical Services preferred. 
Free Quotations.”

UNIVERSAL pOWER 
SERVICES 
R.E.C. 19845
Contact:  Frank and Chris
1  Elva Court, Braybrook  

VIC  3012
Phone (03) 9311 5901
Mobile 0414 344 969
Email:  frank@universalpower.

com.au
Web:  www.universalpower.com.au
New Homes / Extensions / Renova-
tions / Service Breakdowns /
Safety Switches / Switchboard  
changeovers / Security Cameras and 
Home Alarms

Entertainment
Services

LIZ HONEY 
pROMOTIONS & 
ENTERTAINMENT
Contact: Liz or Mike
16 Marriot Road, Keilor 

Downs, VIC 3038
Ph/Fax  (03) 9367 7438
Mobile  0412 191 577
Email:  info@lizhoney.com
Web:  http://www.lizhoney.com
Liz Honey Promotions & Entertainment 
– giving opportunities to young people.

Grocery Stores

AMELIA’S VARIETY 
STORE & ASIAN 
GROCERY
Contact: Amelia
9/161-163 Railway Avenue, 

Laverton,  VIC 3028
Phone (03) 9369 2393
Fax  (03) 9369 2393

Mobile 0434 980 586
Email:  amycas_52@yahoo.com.au
Door-to-door Sea Cargo and Money 
Remittance /Phone Cards / Video Hire/ 
Clothes & Bags

ANCHING AND 
ALEGRING’S 
ASIAMART
Contact:  Joy or Dennis
SHOP 16, Stables Shopping 

Centre, 314-360 Childs 
Road, Mill Park, VIC  3082

Phone  (03) 9404 5584
Mobile 0406 602 688
Filipino-Asian products – dry and 
frozen / take-away food / prepaid 
phone cards/ LBC Boxes

QUIAPOQUIAPOQUIAPO
Angel  sa

ASIAN-FILIPINO GROCERY

Angel  sa

Call Chona
Ph: 03 9746 9193  Mob 044 978 1139  

Email: angelquiapo@aol.com.au

48 Wilson Rd, Melton South, Vic 3338

ANGEL SA QUIApO
Contact: Chona
48 Wilson Road, Melton 

South, VIC 3338
Phone (03) 9746 9193
Mobile 0449 781 139
Email: angelquiapo@aol.com.au
Web: www.angelquiapo.com.au
Asian Filipino Grocery/Money Remit-
tance/Phonecards/TFC subscription/
Balikbayan Boxes/Tagalog DVDs/
Frozen-Dry Goods.

ASIAN-OZ 
GROCERIES
Contact: Jovita Stevens
35 Michel Street, 

Shepparton, VIC 3630
Phone (03) 5831 6586 
Fax  (03) 5821 1004    
Mobile 0439 632 949
Email: jovie_stevens@yahoo.com
Door-to-door Money Remittance – Sea 
Cargo / Phone Cards / Cosmetics / 
Aloe Vera Products

INDAY FILIpINO 
ASIAN STORE
Contact:  Stella Plotek
Shop 121,  Footscray 

Market, Hopkins Street 
Footscray, VIC  

Phone  (03) 9689 0188
The BIGGEST  Filipino Discount Store 
in the Western Suburbs since 1977.
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.

KABSAT VARIETY 
STORE
Contact: Josie Sotelo
Shop 3, 167/179 Shaws  

Road
Werribee, VIC  3030
Phone (03) 9974 2795
Mobile 0430 387 989
Email:  kabsatvarietystore@gmail.

com
Filipino/Asian Products/Whitening 
products (glutathione)
Foodwarmers/Gel, Balikbayan Boxes/ 
Money Remittance
Phonecards/Proper ty agent (Phil)/ 
European cookware/Health-Beauty 
Products 

CLASSIFIEDS
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MANILA IN 
FOOTSCRAY
Contact: Vivian
Shop 14, 119 Hopkins St, 

Footscray, VIC 3011 
(Leeds St entrance)

Phone (03) 9689 7237
Fax  (03) 9689 3800
Mobile 0423 224 224
Welars Express Money Remittance /
Door-to-door Cargo / Prepaid Phone-
cards / DVD Movies for sale.

MANILEÑA FILIpINO 
ASIAN GROCERY
Contact:  Shirley  Rivera
391 Chandler Road, 

Keysborough, VIC 3173
Phone (03) 9798 5389
Mobile 0419 674 339
Email: lolaheart12@yahoo.com
Door-to-door cargo/money remit-
tance/phonecards/bags/shoes/
clothes/wide range of Asian products.

MASAGANA 
FILIpINO ASIAN 
GROCERIES
Contact: Terry or Boy
Shop 12 / 159 Boronia Rd 

Boronia, VIC 3155
Dandenong Branch: 

Dandenong 
Hub, Shop 15b,                                             
15-23 Langhorne Street 
Dandenong  Vic  3175 

Phone (03) 9762 2123
 (03) 8774 0043
Mobile 0413 844 146
Email: lapines@optusnet.com.au
Large range of Filipino - Asian goods 
and seafoods. Door-to-door Cargo and 
Money Remittance. Prepaid Phone-
cards. Under new management.

MELLY’S ASIAN 
GROCERIES
Contact: Melly
Shop 43, Hampton Park 

Shopping Square, 
Somerville Road, 
Hampton Park, VIC 3976

Ph/Fax   (03) 9799 2565
Money Remittance, Sea cargo Ser-
vices, Filipino Movies VHS/VCD Hire, 
VCD Karaoke Hire/Sales, Phonecards.

MIGUEL’S 
ASIAN FOOD & 
GROCERIES
Contact: Dominic 
Phone (03)9318 8247
Mobile 0434 116 615
Shop 23, 63-67 Little 

Saigon Market Nicholson 
Street, Footscray, VIC 
3011

We sell a wide variety of Pilipino and 
other Asian foods.
Everyone is welcome. Friendly service.
MONEY REMITTANCE AND BALIK-
BAYAN BOXES
Trading Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm; 
Sat-Sun: 10am to 6pm

NIpAHUT CORNER
Contact:  JEN   OR RAHUL
440 Sydney Road 

Brunswick, VIC  3056
Phone (03) 9381 0433
Mobile  0433 666 306
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT.                           
Selling Filipino and Asian Products.
Door to Door Cargo and Money Remit-

tance. FREE PARKING AT THE BACK.
We also sell traditional bags, wallets 
and clothing.

 

pHIL-AUST FOOD
Contact: Cynthia Millar

13 NICHOLS DRIVE
MORNINGTON, VIC 3931

Phone      03 5976 8025
Mobile     0418 986 386
Email: info@phil-austfood.com.au
Web: www.phil-austfood.com.au
We provide money remittance services 
such as Pickup ie. from BDO, Mlhuillier, 
Cebuanna and other partners, Bank to 
Bank and Door to Door delivery. Pick up 
your Balikbayan boxes from us if you 
are located in the Mornington Peninsula, 
Melbourne or surrounding suburb. Avail 
of our wholesale Filipino grocery for 
your shops which are palletised and 
transported for you from the main NSW 
warehouse. 
pINOY TAYO ASIAN 
GROCERIES 
Contact: Grace
Shop 6, Craigieburn Plaza 

and Shop C0012, 
Craigieburn Central, 
Craigieburn Road,            
VIC 3064

Phone (03) 8339 7439
Mobile 0413 996 887 
Open 7 days / wide variety of Fil-
Asian products / cheaper prices / 
quality service.

QUIApO AUSTRALASIA 
pTY LTD
168 Churchill Avenue,  

Braybrook, VIC  3019
Contact:  Lita / Bong

Phone (03) 9311 0992
Fax  (03) 9311 4876
Wholesaler / Retailer / Importer of 
Philippine Food  Products / Money Re-
mittance / Door-to-Door Cargo / Selling 
Orocon plastic containers / Others

RIA FILIpINO 
GROCERIES 
Contact:  RIA AND JUN
Shop 6 , Victoria Square
Elaine Street, St. Albans 

VIC 3021 
Ph/Fax  (03) 9367 2557
Ria   0431 087 528
Jun   0433 800 454
Trading Hours:  9:30 a.m.  to 6:30 p.m.
                             Monday to Sunday
SERVICES:  Selling Asian and Filipino 
products, phone cards, Door to door 
cargo and money remittance, beauty 
products, DVD  Filipino movies and 
music.  Quality service with a smile.

SARI-SARI FILIpINO 
& ASIAN GROCERIES
26A Webb Street Narre 

Warren, VIC 3805
Phone   (03) 9796 0880
Fax  (03) 9703 1621
Mobile  0430 207899
Email: sallymanaog102@gmail.com
International Money Transfer Agent.
Business hours: Mon.-Sat.: 

10:30am-6:30pm; Sunday: 
11am-5pm

Groceries and 
Take-away Foods

HAppY HUT pTY LTD
Contact:  Ligaya Binuya – 
   0405 101 320
Amador Binuya – 

     0433 917 511
Phone (03) 8390 4212
85 – 87 Oakwood Road,  

Albanvale, VIC  3021  
(near Brimbank Central Shopping 
Centre)
Fish & Chips, take-away food, Filipino 

and Asian Grocery, Phone recharge, 
phonecards.

Hair & Make-up 
Artists

LITO MANANDIC 
HAIR AND  MAKE-
Up ARTIST
Reg. No. B1802613K
Contact:  LITO
49 JANINE ROAD, 

SPRINGVALE SOUTH  
VIC 3172

Mobile:   0402 775 939
Email: litohair.makeup@gmail.com, 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.   SERVICES:  
Haircut (Men & Women), full colour-
ing, foil and highlights,  perm (short 
and spiral),  hair bonding, hair ups 
and wash and blow wave, make up 
(formal and bridal), and hair treatment 
massage.

           Lechon

AMALIA’S LECHON 
CEBU p/L
SPECIALISING IN FILIPINO                              

AUTHENTIC SPIT ROAST PIG

Contact:  Alex and Amie
Factory 35, 12-20 James 

Court, Tottenham, VIC 
3012 (Mel Ref. 41A4)

Phone (03) 9314 0858
Mobile 0434 143 129
      0401 209 540
The Original and the One and only 
LECHON CEBU in MELBOURNE
Proven Delicious….Once tasted, 
always wanted!
Ito lang ang tunay na malasa at totoong 
LECHON CEBU….PIT SENYOR!

Locksmiths
BRIMBANK 
COMMUNITY 
MARKET 
LOCKSMITHS AND 
SECURITY DOORS
614 Ballarat Road, Ardeer  

VIC  3022
Contact Tom or Gil

Mobile 0413 481 442
  0433 758 000
All Locks Opened / Installed / Repaired 
/ Rekey & Master Key System / Supply 
& Installation of Security Doors

Money Remittance
&/or Freight

Services

GLOBAL CASH 
REMIT
Contact:  Bryant or Josie
Shop 4, 1-3 Princess Street
St. Albans  VIC  3021
Phone     (03) 9313 7456  

 1800 988 185
Mobile   0422 322 246
Email:  admin@globalcashremit.

com.au
Web:  www.globalcashremit.com.au
MONEY REMITTANCE AND MONEY 
EXCHANGE..  LOW IN FEES, HIGH 
IN RATES!!!
SEND MONEY TO LOVED ONES IN 
MINUTES.  VISIT US, CALL OR SEND 
MONEY ONLINE!!

LBC MONEY 
REMITTANCE
Unit 4, 51-53 Westwood 

Drive, Ravenhall, 
  VIC 3023
Hotline 1800 522 0000
Phone (03) 8348 5766
Mobile 0414 748 427
Web: www.lbcexpress.com

pHIL ExpRESS 
REMITTANCE 
AUSTRALIA pTY LTD
Contact:   Eduard

Phone (03) 9307 9478
          1300 795 798
Email: remit@philexpress.com.au
Web:  www.philexpress.com.au
PERA PADALA.  SEND YOUR MONEY 
FAST AND SECURE.
Your most reliable way to send money 
to the Philippines.
Credit to account. Cash door to door.  
Cash pick up.

Natural Beauty

VICTORIASSEACRET
Contact: Maria Victoria 

Issa, Independent 
Seacret Agent

7  Sylvan Way,  
Campbellfield  Vic  3061

Mobile 0451 434 609
Email: victoriapressnel@gmail.com
Web:  www.seacretdirect.com
Natural Skin care products from the 
Dead Sea, Israel.  Free Trial Products.  
90-days  back guarantee. Look 10 
years younger.

Philippine Gov’t
Offices

pHILIppINE 
EMBASSY
H.E. Belen Anota, 

Ambassador
P.O. Box 3297, Manuka 

Canberra, ACT 2603

Phone (02) 6273 2535
Fax   (02) 6273 3984
Email: embaphil@iaccess.com.au

pHILIppINE 
CONSULATE (NSW)
Level 1, Philippine Center, 

27 Wentworth Avenue, 
Sydney, NSW 2001

Phone (02) 9262 7377
Fax  (02) 9262 7355
Mobile  0415 426 400
Email: contact@philippineconsulate.

com.au
Web: www.philippineconsulate.com.au 

pHILIppINE 
CONSULATE (VIC)
Ms Virginia Kalong
Suite 1205, St Kilda 

Towers, 1 Queens Road, 
Melbourne, VIC

Phone (03) 9863 7885
Fax   (03) 9863 7884
Email: info@philconsulate.com.au
Web: www.philconsulate.com.au
Mondays and Fridays. 10:00am 
to 4:00pm. Thursdays by appoint-
ment only.

pHILIppINE 
CONSULATE (QLD)
Mr. Alan Grummitt

126 Wickham St, Fortitude 
Valley, QLD 4006

Phone (07) 3252 8215
Fax  (07) 3252 8240

pHILIppINE 
CONSULATE (TAS.)
Mr Paul J. Green, Honorary 

Consul General
GPO Box 1231 M, Hobart, 

TAS 7000
Phone (03) 6230 4000
Fax   (03) 6231 1986

pHIL DEpT OF 
TOURISM
Level 1, Philippine Center, 

27-33 Wentworth 
Avenue, Sydney, NSW 
2000

Phone (02) 9283 0711
Fax   (02) 9283 0755
Email: ptsydney@ozemail.com.au
Web: www.tourism.gov.ph

pHILIppINE TRADE 
AND INVESTMENT 
CENTER 
Level 1, Philippine Center, 

27 Wentworth Avenue, 
Sydney, NSW 2001

Phone (02) 9283 7300
Fax   (02) 9283 8011
Email: dtisydney@one.net.au

Printers & 
Graphic Designers

FILCOM 
pUBLISHING p/L
Contact: George

Mobile  0411 566 885
Email: publisher@philtimes.com
Website: ggoryopictures.com
Specialising in digital photography, 
design of business forms, logos, 
booklets, souvenir programmes, 
magazines, flyers, etc.  

Radio Stations
3ZZZ 92.3 FM
Melbourne, VIC
Contact: Chito Javier

Phone (03) 9415 1923
      (03) 9415 1926
Email: radyopilipino@yahoogroups.com
Wednesdays 3:00 PM to 4:00PM, 
Fridays 7:00 AM to 8:00 AM, Sundays 
11:00 PM - 12:00 Midnight

CpCA RADIO 
pROGRAM
Melbourne, 3SER 97.7 FM
Mondays 11.00 AM to 12.00PM

GEELONG RADIO 
94.7FM - FILIpINO 
pROGRAM
Geelong, VIC
Thursdays 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Contact: Aspie Burns
Phone  (03) 5221 7144

RADYO KABAYAN
Melbourne, 855 Khz AM
Wednesdays 7:00 to 7:30 pm
Contact: Maria Selga, 

Program Convenor

Phone 0408 766 890
Fax    (03) 9663 2874

WOWFM - SYDNEY
Tuesdays 7:00 to 9:00pm
Web: www.wr.com.au/bjs/wow.htm

Real Estate

RAINE & HORNE 
ESTATE AGENTS
Contact: Sonny Castillo, 

Sales Manager

Point Cook, Vic 3030
Mobile:  0419 330 801
Email: sonny.castillo@rh.com.au
Web:  rh.com.au/pointcook
Thinking of Selling, Buying or Leasing  
your property?
Allow me to help you first with an 
Obligation Free Market & Rental Ap-
praisal. CALL ME NOW!

REMAx pROpERTY 
SpECIALISTS
Contact:  Ben Respicio 

Director/CEA REIV

Mobile 0412 335 077
Email:   benr@remax.com.au

Restaurants,
Take-away Shops

and Grocery Stores

CLAIRE’S FOOD 
HOUSE
Contact:  Claire or Mary
Shop 5/550 Mahoneys Rd, 

Campbellfield, VIC  3061
Phone  (03) 9359 0802   
Mobile 0409 092 556

Services offered: take-away Filipino 
cuisine, Filipino groceries, money 
remittance, door-to-door boxes,         
calling cards.

JASMINE’S CAFÉ 
AND RESTAURANT
Contact: Cora or Bless
Shop 2 / 85  Mt. Derrimut  

Road, Deer Park  Vic
Phone   (03) 8358 4834
Mobile 
Bless  0413 690 939 
Cora  0433-801-532
Takeaway and dine in.  We accept 
catering.  Specialises in yummy 
Filipino and Australian cuisine. Trading 
Hours:  8:00 AM - 8:00 PM -  Monday 
to Sunday

Filipino Restaurant and Asian Groceries

Cairnlea Town Centre, Shop 21-23
100 Furlong Rd, Cairnlea Vic 3023

Restaurant: (03) 8390 1346
Groceries: (03) 8358 5600

TAKE-AWAY - ASIAN GROCERIES - CATERING

To Dine In / Hold Function: Booking is Essential
For our Catering Services please call Jocelyn

We Cater for all Occasions

Shop 5/49 Synnot Street
Werribee Vic 3030

Ph: (03) 9371 7140
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KABAYAN FILIpINO 
RESTAURANT AND 
ASIAN GROCERY
Contact: Jocelyn / Ding
Shop 21-23/100  Furlong 

Road, Cairnlea Shopping 
Centre, Cairnlea, VIC  3023

Shop 5/49 Synnot Street, 
Werribee, VIC 3030  

Phone (03) 8390 1346
     (03) 8358 5600
    (03) 9731 7140
Mobile  0425 842 883 
Catering/Take-away food/Door-to-door 
Cargo & Money Remittance/Phone 
Cards Available.

LASANG pINOY
THE FILIpINO 
CUISINE
Contact:  JOSEPHINE or 

RAUL
Shop 12,  Elaine Street 

Victoria Square,  St. 
Albans, VIC  3021

Phone (03) 9364 1174
Mobile 0439 303 754 

0488 198 900
Opening Hours: Tues- Sunday (9 am 
to 9 pm)
Dine In & take-away/ special functions 
and catering available/Door-to-Door 
Cargo /Magnolia and Selecta ice cream/
San Miguel Beer, Light, and  Pale Pilsen/
Red Horse

LUTONG pINOY
Contact: Narcisa Mcleavy
Shop 251, Footscray 

Market, VIC  3011
Mobile 0401 027 683
Specialising in Filipino Dishes – puto, 
dinuguan, lumpia, turon, palabok, 
kare-kare at iba pa.

Schools - Language 
&/or Special Courses

pHILIppINE 
LANGUAGE 
INSTITUTE 
1/28 Pickett Street 

Footscray VIC 3011 
Ph (6:00pm)
          (03) 9687 9626
Mobile    0413 383 648
     0466 422 047 
Filipino & Visayan Languages, Afford-
able fees. SUNDAY CLASSES.

ILONGGO 
ASSOCIATION OF 
VICTORIA INC.
Contact: Melvin Espiga – 

President
C/- 10 Clues Crt., Sunshine 

West, VIC 3020
Phone (03)8361 8606 
Mobile 0416 027 922
Our next project is to build a multi-
purpose hall in Bacolod through 
Gawad Kalinga.

KALIWAT                    
BOL-ANON SA 
AUSTRALIA INC. 
(KABAI)
Contact:  Rowella Dango 

– President, Laura 
Abejaron – Secretary, 
Chona Lim - PRO

Phone 
Rowella 9559 3674             
Laura  9798 0730
Lim 0431 379 743 
“We welcome everyone to join our 
group especially those of Boholano 
descent. 

 

 

 

 

 

pAMpANGUEÑO 
CLUB OF 
MELBOURNE 
VICTORIA
Contact: Bernadette Miranda, 
   President-0424 050 134

Sonia Santos, Treasurer 
 - 0421 303 264
11 Hunter Ave, 

RoxburghPark,VIC 3064
Phone  (03) 9305 1426
Fax    (03) 9305 1425
Mobile  0411 145 776
Email: royc@iprimus.com.au
The club holds its annual event every 
Melbourne Cup Day eve.

pANGASINENSES 
DOWN UNDER 
MELBOURNE 
AUSTRALIA 
(pDUMA) 

Contact person: Roger 
Noveloso 

Address: 36 Pitfield 
Crescent, Rowville,            
VIC 3178

Phone  03 9764 2072  

Mobile  0402 283 188 

Email: novelosojr@yahoo.com.au

Organisation for Pangasinan-born 
residents of Victoria and their friends 
and supporters.

SHARE-ME-A DREAM 

BISAYAN 
COMMUNITY CLUB 
OF VICTORIA INC.
Contact: Choy Symes 

(President) or Terry 
Kane (Vice President)

C/- 9 Englewood Court 
Hillside, VIC 3037

Mobile 
Choy  0422 807 339 
Terry  0409 675 246
Email: choysymes.shareme@

y7mail.com
Club annual project “Operation Smile”
Responding to the growing needs of 
Cleft Lip and Cleft Palate Operation in 
Southern Philippines.

Social Organisations
ASSOCIATION 
OF FILIpINOS  & 
AUSTRALIANS IN 
GIppSLAND
Contact:  Jerry or Lydia
86 Vary Street, Morwell, 

VIC 3840
Phone  
Jerry  0427 819 161
Lydia  0424 361 948 
The Association continues to grow 
since 2001.  Main projects:   Quest 
for Miss Austral-asia and the Filipino 
Fiesta in Gippsland
Sponsors: La Trobe City Council, 
Multi-cultural Affairs and Citizenship, 
Western Union, Western Travel and J 
& J Express.

CIRCULO 
CApIZENO OF 
MELBOURNE
Contact:  Terry Apines
18 Claude Avenue, 

Hampton Park, VIC 3976
Mobile   0413 844 146
We raise funds to support our projects 
in Capiz.

 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY 
RELIEF FUND FOR 
pHILIppINES 
Roy Carbungco, President 
  0411 145 776
Michael Wright, Secretary, 
 0418 543 737
Calendar of Events and Disaster 
Preparedness
Annual Fundraising Event, Month 
of April

FILIpINO AUSTRALIAN 
FRIENDSHIp 
ASSOCIATION OF 
GEELONG INC.
Contact: Barry Buckle, 

President
D.W. Hope Centre, The 

Boulevard,  Norlane,       
VIC 3214

Phone   (03) 5257 1921
“We welcome everyone to join our 
organisation.”

FILIpINO 
AUSTRALIAN 
FOUNDATION OF 
QLD
Contact: Mauro Somodio
PO Box 2424, Chirmside, 

QLD 4032
Phone  (07) 3216 9808

FILIpINO 
COMMUNITY 
COORDINATING 
COUNCIL OF QLD
Contact: Orly Vargas
GPO Box 2745, Brisbane, 

QLD 4001
Phone  (07) 3808 7804

FILIpINO 
COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL OF 
VICTORIA INC. 
(FCCVI)
Contact: Perla Luetic
93 Cowper Street, 

Footscray, VIC 3011
Phone (03) 9687 9011
Fax   (03) 9687 9120
Website: fccvi.org.au

“As the umbrella body, we look after 
the welfare of the Fil-Aussie communi-
ties in Victoria.”

READ THE LATEST 
FILO NEWS

Log on to  
www.philtimes.com.au
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ACCOUNTING AND TAXATION SERVICES

Are you looking for 
work experience in 

accounting?
SAP - MYOB - QB - 
HandyTax - Excel

The jobs covered in work experience training
• Accountant
• Assistant Accountant
• Accounts Payable Officer
• Accounts Receivable Officer
• Payroll Officer
• Admin Accounts Officer

We offer the following services to clients
• Accounting Reporting & Lodgement
• Bookkeeping
• BAS/GST Lodgement
• Payroll
• Accounts Payable
• Accounts Receivable

Contact - Reg 0425 790 550 
rmandcassociate@optusnet.com.au

Services:
•	Preparation	of	financial	statements
•	Designing	financial	accounting	
systems

•	Assisting	in	management	accounting
•	Taxation	planning	and	tax	returns
•	BAS	and	IAS	preparation	and	
submission

•	Establish	and	maintain	business	
structures	e.g.	companies,	trusts,	
partnerships, individuals

•	Establish,	maintain	and	audit	self-
managed	super	funds

Train your staff to use:
•		Quickbooks									•	MYOB											•	Xero
Address:	41	Walker	St.	Dandenong	VIC	

3175; Phone: (03) 9793 9182; Fax: (03) 
9793	9181;	Emal:	mohtai@eftel.net.au

Website:	www.taap.com.au
Mohammed	Taiyab

Principal/Accountant/Tax Agent/J.P.

Post an event. Visit www.philtimes.com.au

JRJ	Corporate	Advisory
Services Pty Ltd     

ABN 49 100 180 747
Chartered	Accountant											
Registered Tax Agent

Tax returns, Tax planning, management consulting, audit 
and assurance, and related business needs. Your partner 

in Wealth Creation and Asset Protection.
For personal and complete business services, please contact:

Loreto Resubal - 0425 751 281
Marilou Llorico - 0409 257 863  

Email: info@jrj.com.au  Website: www.jrj.com.au
Supporting your local Rotary Community and Sports Clubs.

BAKERIES

PAPA BEAR BAKEHOUSE
(FILIPINO BAKERY) 

FILIPINO BREAD, CAKES AND PASTRIES
 11 MARKET PLACE,  BRAYBROOK  VIC 3019
(NEAR CORNER OF DUKE STREET AND BALLARAT ROAD)
PHONE:  (03) 9311 2909   MOBILE:  0421 820 800

EMAIL:  papabearbakehouse@yahoo.com. 
    OPEN:   

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY: 9:00 AM TO 5:30 PM
THURSDAY & FRIDAY:  9:00  AM TO 7:00 PM

SUNDAY: 10 AM to 3:00 PM

COMPUTER REPAIRS

Post an 
event. 
Visit 
www.

philtimes.
com.au

Trade Services – 
House 

Maintenance

HANDY EDI
Contact: EDISON LINTAG

8 Catherine Place 
Pakenham, VIC

Mobile 0415 835 863
Email: elintag97@gmail.com
Can take jobs on your renovation 
needs – tiling, painting, installation of 
vanities, decking, flooring

Travel Agents &/or 
Travel Tours

GO TRAVEL
Contact person: Lovernie
Unit 27, No.  11 Bryants 

Road, Dandenong VIC 
3175

Phone   03 8788 5152
Mobile  0488 222 244
Email/website: www.gotravelclub.

com.au
Professional and efficient facilitator in 
the travel and tour industry offering 
corporate and leisure travel services

A pHILIppINE 
TOURS
Contact: Aleli, Jennifer, 

Chris, Ester, Grace,  or 
Geraldine

225 Melville Rd, Brunswick 
West, VIC 3055

Phone  (03) 9384 1844
Chris  0413 455 918 
Ester 0431 821 885 
Geraldine  0412 663 

699
Jennifer   0422 404 271
Joy  0430 395 157
Website: philippinetours.com.au
Over 30 years of service to the 
Filipino-Australian community. Maaa-
sahan at mapagkakatiwalaan. 

Deer Park
Travel

DEER PARK TRAVEL 
15/44 Eucalyptus Drive, Maidstone 3012

T: +61 03 9317 3632
E: mina@precillatravel.com.au

MINA PRECILLA
Mob: 0415 661 665

DEER pARK TRAVEL
Contact:  Mina Precilla

85 – 87 Oakwood Road, 
Albanvale  VIC  3021

NEAR BRIMBANK CENTRAL 
SHOPPING CENTRE

Phone (03) 8372 5722
Mobile  0415 461 665  
Email:  mina@precillatravel.com.au
“Travel expert”

pARTHENON 
TRAVEL
Contact:  CHERYWIN 

NEILSON, Travel 
Consultant, ICCA 
Accredited Cruise 
Consultant

201 Lonsdale Street
Melbourne  Vic 3000
Phone   (03) 9639 1177
Fax  (03)  9639 0106
Mobile    0430 956 306
Email:  ptsales@parthenontravel.

com.au
“Flights Melbourne – Manila return 
from only *$732 including taxes.”
*Subject to availability of seats. 
Excludes peak season.

WESTERN TRAVEL 
DEER pARK  
License 32932
Contact:  Josie, Rita, John, 

Carmi
Shop 2A, 100 Furlong Rd 

Cairnlea Town Centre 
Cairnlea, VIC 3023

Phone 03 9363 0288
 Fax  03 9363 0488
Email: deerpark@westerntravel.com.au
Web: www.westerntravel.com.au 

Contact: Joe Misolas
Mobile: 0409-590-850

Email: jmisolas@bigpond.net.au

JAG Driving School

"Your journey to safe 
driving begins with us."

DRIVING SCHOOL

Advertise in this section  
(03) 9369 4324

ACCOMMODATION

ROOM FOR REnT 

AT	CAMDEn	GREEn	CRAnBOuRnE	nORTh,	
ClOSE	TO	ShOPS	

AnD	PuBlIC	TRAnSPORT.
AVAIlABlE	fOR	lOnG	

OR SHORT TERM.
BIllS	InCluDED

fOR	MORE	DETAIlS, PlEASE	CAll 
0411 381 920

MUltitEC ACCOUnting 
SOlUtiOnS

Services
- Accounts Receivable
- Accounts Payable
- Cash flow
- Reconciliations
- Budgets and forecasts
- Cash Books and payments
- Payroll 
- general ledger
- Asset register and schedule
- tax preparation (mobile) incl 

Cgt schedule and lodgement 
(according to employment)

- BAS preparation and lodgement 
(according to employment)

- Financial statements
We will assist you in your tax and 

accounting requirements. 
Contact Fil gonzaga

filgonzaga@yahoo.com
Mobile: 0423-265-737

ARCHITECTS

CONSTRUCTION (PHILIPPINES)

EnGR.	BOYET	GARCIA
MM-AIM

President/CEO
A.B.Garcia	Construction,	Inc.
Taguig	City,	Metro	Manila,	

Philippines
Contact:	(+63	2)	519	2409	
Mobile:	(+63)	917	832	0456

Website:                                        
http://abgarcia.com.ph/

Eastern Melbourne
Driving School

Contact  BEN BOLANO
Mobile:  0408 543 554           Phone:  (03) 9795 1834

E  M

  Your local driving school at South-Eastern suburbs
  Accredited driving instructor
  Beginner, overseas licence, change-over
  Free assessment. Sa mga nais mag-convert ng kanilang overseas 

licence
Tawag lang po!

EMPLOYMENT

LABOURER REQUIRED AT 
CAMPERDOWN. 

MUST BE ABLE TO SPEAK 
ENGLISH AND PREPARED 
TO WORK COMPETENTLY

PLEASE CONTACT 
NINO  0411 622 226  OR 

MELINA  0407949659

 

Deer Park
Travel

DEER PARK TRAVEL 
15/44 Eucalyptus Drive, Maidstone 3012

T: +61 03 9317 3632
E: mina@precillatravel.com.au

MINA PRECILLA
Mob: 0415 661 665

Eastern Melbourne
Driving School

Contact:  Ben Bolano
Mobile:  0408 543 554
Phone:  (03) 9795 1834

Also Cleaning Contractor: 
Currently 
l Local council offices
l Rental properties – moving  

in/out cleaning 
l Garden and lawn maintenance

E  M

l Your local driving school at  
south-eastern suburbs

l Accredited driving instructor
l Beginner, overseas licence, 

change-over
l Free assessment. Sa mga nais  

mag-convert ng kanilang  
overseas licence

Tawag lang po!

T 0 3  9 7 6 4  0 6 6 8

M 0 4 3 1  1 4 0  3 2 5

Postal Address
P O  B o x  2 2 0 3  R O W V I L L E  V I C  3 1 7 8

E yo landa@truev inemor tgageso lu t ions.com.au

Yolanda Larion
Mor tgage  B roke r

CRN 445390

How wou ld  you  l i ke  to  have  t he  r igh t  home  
loan  and  t he  cho ice  o f  l ender s ?

Fee l  f ree  to  con tac t  me .

The Philippine Times  
in FULL COLOUR 
Page after Page

Submit an article
Email reby.gaw@gmail.com
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PRINTING/PROMOTIONS

PRInTInG	/	PROMOTIOnAl	
PRODuCTS

•CALENDARS• T-SHIRT PRINTING•FRIDGE MAGNETS•
KEY RINGS• WINES•LABELS•OTHERS•

RUBBER STAMPS•BUSINESS CARDS•LETTERHEADS•
RECEIPTS•FLYERS•GENERAL PRINTING

CLASSIC ENTERPRISES
 0419 360 904 / 9369 4324

 Email: elena88@bigpond.net.au

STOnEMASOn	REQuIRED	
In	BRAESIDE,	VIC.
EXPERIEnCED	

In	fInIShInG	AnD	
InSTAllATIOn

PlEASE	COnTACT:
VAn	0439-872-810	OR
ERnIE	0402-113-909

Post an event. Visit 
www.philtimes.com.au

PARTY HIRE SERVICES
WE HIRE:

FOOD WARMERS WITH FUEL•CHAIRS•TABLES•
TABLE CLOTHS• CHAIR COVERS•CUTLERY• 
CROCKERY• JUGS•ASH TRAYS•GLASSES• 

GAZEEBO•CANDELABRAS AND OTHERS

WE ORGANISE:
KIDS ENTERTAINMENT-FACE PAINTING AND CLOWN 

FOR CHILDREN’S PARTIES•VIDEOGRAPHER• 
PHOTOGRAPHER•MUSIC – DJ

CLASSIC ENTERPRISES
 0419 360 904

 Email: elena88@bigpond.net.au

PHOTOGRAPHERS

MEDICAL/DENTAL SERVICES

1 RAVEN MEDICAL CLINIC
1 Raven Crescent, Narre Warren, Victoria

Services:
4 Medical Clinic
4 Denture/Dental 

Clinic
4 Anti-Aging Clinic

MEDICAL PRACTITIONER
Dr Lorinda De Leon, MD 
FRACGP,AMC,FARGP

Deal direct for your new denture needs and 
available to be worn in less than a week. 
Same day service for repair and reline.

Tel. (03) 8759 3761   Mobile: 0412 947 276
Email: admin@1ravenmedical.com

DENTAL PRACTITIONER
Mr Wilfredo Reyes 
Dental Prosthetist, ADPA member

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICE

Phone: (03) 9543 5507 • Mobiles: 0400 331 152 or 0413 462 389  
Email: fivestarexpress@optusnet.com.au  
Website: www.5starexpress.wix.com/montage

OUR PRICES:
CENTRAL METRO MANILA .......................................$85
LUZON  .........................................................FROM $90
VISAYAS (CITY LIMITS ONLY)  .....................................$125
MINDANAO (CITY LIMITS ONLY)  ..............................$130

SPECIAL OFFER!!
We accept any appliances, electronic 
equipment and any  home furnishings (new or 
old) for shipment to the Philippines. Call us. 
Pagusapan po natin. 

For island and remote areas, pagusapan po natin.

FOR PEACE OF MIND, TAKE ADVANTAGE OF  
OUR END-TO-END PERSONALISED SERVICE!
WE HANDLE AND DELIVER YOUR BALIKBAYAN BOXES IN THE 
PHILIPPINES BY AUSTRALASIA CARGO EXPRESS ALSO  
OWNED AND MANAGED BY FIVE STAR EXPRESS FORWARDER • TRUCKING • WAREHOUSING

• BALIKBAYAN BOX 
• MONEY REMITTANCE
• PADALA REGALO

Visit us on 
Facebook

REAL ESTATE

Why Rent??
When You Can Rent to Own

Your Own Home –
Victoria-wide

 

Sick and tired of renting and paying for 
your landlord’s mortgage? We can turn 
your rent (dead) money towards paying 
for your own home. Brand new houses 
available in the north, west and south 

eastern suburbs of Victoria.
no hassles of filling out the banks paper 

work & no bank loan required.
 We offer houses to self-employed & cash 
workers, minimum deposit required. You 

can use your government grant as part of 
your deposit.

Bad Credit – OK
new to Australia – 457 Visas - OK
 Be very quick as there are lim-

ited brand new houses available.                                         
Call to see if you qualify.

 Contact: My Bahay now Pty ltd
(Ph): 8358 4518; (Mob): 0410 621 924
(A): Suite 3, level 1, 1/10 Castro Way 

Derrimut 3030

EMPLOYMENTGROCERY STORES

Shop 10
Lalor Plaza Shopping Centre

22 McKimmies Rd, Lalor 3075
Contact:

Roy & Imee Pabustan
Phone/Fax: (03) 9464 7474

Mobile: 0402 011 402

Also sells frozen 
products, fresh fruits 
and vegetables

MIGRATION SERVICES

DENTISTS

Dr. Derman Malapitan
BDSc (Phil.), ADC (Aus.)

Dentist

Shop 17 Burnside Shopping Centre
15-25 Westwood Drive, Burnside VIC 3023

Phone: 03 8390 0959   Fax: 03 8390 0949

Clinic Hours:
Monday - Wednesday 9:00am - 6:00pm
Thursday & Friday 9:00am - 7:00pm
Saturday 9:00am - 1:00pm

HOME HELP REQUIRED
East St Kilda

Afternoons, evenings and Sunday. 
Large family seeks assistance with home duties and 

basic childcare. 
Live-in or live-out option.

Mon-Thu 3-9pm, Sun 8am-5pm
Excellent pay and conditions. References essential.

Ph 0407 018 613. Immediate start.

EMPLOYMENT

gREAt OPPORtUnitiES
•	Do you want to earn extra income working part time?
•	Are	you	looking	for	work	where	your	hours	are	flex-

ible?
•	Would	you	like	a	new	career	with	real	potential	for	

growth?
if you answered yes to the above questions, contact 

us to find out how Saladmaster can change your life for 
the better. no experience is needed. We will train you.

Pls contact Carolin on 0430904750 or visit our of-
fice at:             

Cookwiz Australia Pty ltd.
1/413 Blackshaws Rd.
Altona north ViC 3025

MORTGAGE BROKERS

T 0 3  9 7 6 4  0 6 6 8

M 0 4 3 1  1 4 0  3 2 5

Postal Address
P O  B o x  2 2 0 3  R O W V I L L E  V I C  3 1 7 8

E yo landa@truev inemor tgageso lu t ions.com.au

Yolanda Larion
Mor tgage  B roke r

CRN 445390

How wou ld  you  l i ke  to  have  t he  r igh t  home  
loan  and  t he  cho ice  o f  l ender s ?

Fee l  f ree  to  con tac t  me .

KOREAN HAIR & BEAUTY

Hair Bene
hair care, wedding event  
skin care (opening soon) 

eyelash extensions, eyelash perm 
P: (03) 9310 9246; M: 0450 210 913

Shop 3 / 323  Main Road East, St. 
Albans Vic 3021 (BEHIND SAFEWAY)

Opening Hours: 
Mon-Sat: 9am-6pm; Sun: 10am-4pm

Submit an article
Email  reby.gaw@gmail.com

Tig/Mig Welder, Pipefitter, 
Boilermaker, TAs wanted

Tig Arc Welders and Pipefitters urgently 
needed.

Candidates should be
 Experienced welders and pipefitters
 Bridging/Permanent Resident/Citizen 
Holders
 Qualifications – Certificate III or higher 

Application with resumés to be sent to:
ann@deskpl.com   |   T: (02) 9746 7709

DESK ENGINEERING PTY LTD

ORCHID SHOW

Advertise 

your business in the 

Classifieds 
section and get 

FREE listing in the 
online edition of 

The Philippine Times 

For details, email 
ads@philtimes.com 

or call 
(03) 9369 4324



FOREX 
HAS THE LARGEST REMITTANCE NETWORK,

 

FOREX 
HAS THE LARGEST REMITTANCE NETWORK,

 
MORE THAN  

8100 
BRANCHES 

MORE THAN  

8100 
BRANCHES 

 AND MORE THAN 

8 0 0 0  
CASH PICK UP POINTS
FOREX HAS THE LARGEST 
REMITTANCE NETWORK.

AND MORE THAN 

8 0 0 0  
CASH PICK UP POINTS
FOREX HAS THE LARGEST 
REMITTANCE NETWORK. 

With over 8100 partner branches located all 
over the Philippines, Forex makes it easy!

1300 136 739 02 8777 0000
www.forexworld.com.au

In partners with:

With the largest remittance network in the Philippines, 
Forex customers and their loved-ones get to enjoy 
convenient access to their remittances unlike any other. 
With more than 8100 partner branch locations and 
almost 8000 of them are Cash Pick Up points, wherever 
your loved-ones are, we are too. 

There simply is no easier and faster way to get money to 
those you care for than through Forex.

Join the HUGE amounts of Filipinos in Australia who 
currently enjoy the Convenient, Fast, Friendly and Secure 
way to send money remittance. Send it through Forex.
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